December 5, 2011
To:

All Faculty

From:

Kendrick Brown, Associate Dean of the Faculty

Re:

Student-Faculty Summer Research Collaborations for 2012
In December, 1997, the W.M. Keck Foundation awarded Macalester a $500,000 grant to support student-faculty summer research collaborations in any discipline.  Each year since then we have been able to fund approximately 12-14 student-faculty pairs in collaborative summer projects.  A portion of the grant, $300,000, is in the form of endowment that is matched by an additional $900,000 in external gifts and grants to create a $1.2 million endowment that sustains the program in perpetuity.

We invite you to submit a proposal, in conjunction with a student collaborator, for Summer 2012 funding.  Proposals will be due to the Associate Dean of the Faculty on February 20, 2012.  Specific application guidelines are outlined below and are also on the Academic Programs website at http://www.macalester.edu/academicprograms/StudentResearchOpportunities.html.  An  application form is attached and may also be found on the Academic Programs website.  Please complete the form electronically and return it to http://www.macalester.edu/academicprograms.  Proposals will be competitive, with approximately 12 to 14 proposals being funded.  In the past, awards have ranged from $3,000 - $5,500, but a proposed budget for the project must accompany each proposal.  Basic parameters are as follows:

1)
Projects must involve students in the scholarly activities of their faculty collaborator and result in a creative product by the student (a significant artistic production, an honors project or co-authored paper, a curriculum module or technology application to be implemented by the faculty, etc.)  This is not a program for faculty to hire student “gofers” or for students to do independent projects with only occasional faculty oversight.

2)
Projects shall involve no fewer than four nor more than ten weeks of summer work, and student stipends will be calculated @ $400 per week plus 10% fringe benefits.  On-campus housing will be available for students.

3)
Creative products will be completed by the end of the academic year following the summer of work, and collaborators will be called upon to participate in a poster session in October.

4)
Proposal budgets, in addition to student stipends, may include project expenses and student travel.  In establishing budgets, collaborators should remember that appropriateness of projected costs will be a factor in judging the competitiveness of the proposal.

We hope that many of you will want to participate!  Consider whether a junior student in one of your courses, or one of your advisees, would be an appropriate candidate for this program, and, if so, preferably contact them before the Holiday break.  It is expected that faculty will identify eligible students and invite them to apply.  I encourage you to talk with faculty who participated last summer for advice and insight on their collaborative projects.  A list of past projects can be found at http://www.macalester.edu/academicprograms/StudentResearchOpportunities.html.
2012 Student-Faculty Summer Research Collaboration Program
The Student-Faculty Summer Research Collaboration Program will enable teams of Macalester faculty and students to engage in significant projects over a four to ten week period during the summer.  The project should be related to the faculty member’s curricular, pedagogical, scholarly, or creative interests and should be planned and executed by the student and faculty member working together.  The project should be defined to permit completion of a substantial portion during the summer and result in a creative product by the student (a musical score or work of art exhibited for public, critical review; an honors project or co-authored poster or paper for publication or presentation at a professional meeting; a curriculum module or technology application to be implemented by the faculty; etc.) to be completed by the end of the subsequent academic year.

In formulating budgets, collaborators should be aware that appropriateness of projected costs will be a factor in judging the competitiveness of the proposal.  Proposals will be evaluated on the basis of:

· the project’s potential for furthering the scholarly progress of the faculty collaborator;

· the project’s appropriateness for student’s academic or career goals;

· the potential of the project for providing the student with a challenging experience not attainable through normal course work or already available internships or stipends;

· the adequate preparation of the student to undertake the work, based on criteria established by the collaborating faculty member;

· the feasibility of completion within the proposed schedule; and

· the appropriateness of the proposed budget.

Priority will be given to rising seniors, though other students may participate with the approval of the faculty collaborator.

In some cases, faculty may wish to request more than one student collaborator to form a research “team,” and must budget accordingly.  In each case, the research partners will have to demonstrate that the budget will cover the costs and meet the needs of the students.  Be mindful that the more expensive the project, the less competitive it may be as the reviewers attempt to support the largest possible number of students.

Each research team will give a poster presentation during October of the next academic year and submit a final report by May 31, 2013.

Application Deadline:
February 20, 2012
Notification Deadline:
During Spring Break

Questions?  Direct them to Kendrick Brown or Brenda Piatz in the Academic Programs Office (ext. 6036). 

