Graduation Requirements

I. The number of credits required for graduation is 128.  These credits hours must include:

a.  Eight (8) semester credits in courses designated as meeting the social science distribution requirement.*
b. Eight (8) semester credits in courses designated as meeting the natural science and mathematics distribution requirement.*
c. Twelve (12) semester credits in courses designated as meeting the humanities and fine arts requirements; at least four (4) semester credits must be in courses in the humanities and four (4) semester credits in the fine arts.*
d. No more than ninety-six (96) semester credits in courses in any one of the four areas:  social sciences, natural sciences and mathematics, humanities and fine arts.*
e. No more than sixty (60) semester credits in courses in a single academic discipline.

f. No more than twenty-four (24) semester hours in various types of independent study (courses numbered 601-646).
II.       One (1) First Year Course completed in the first semester.  
III.       Four (4) semester credits earned in a course designated as meeting the Internationalism requirement.**
IV.       Four (4) semester credits earned in a course designated as meeting the U.S. Multiculturalism requirement.**
V.       Four (4) semester credits earned in a course designated as meeting the writing requirement.  This course must be taken after the First Year Course and prior to the senior year.** (Please note that students who plan to study abroad should consider meeting this requirement before they depart to ensure that it is completed prior to the senior year).  
VI.       One (1), two (2) or three (3) courses satisfactorily completed which are designated as meeting the quantitative reasoning requirement.  Students may take one or more courses with a Q3, Q2 or Q1 designation.  A single Q3 course satisfies the requirement or students may take a Q2 course together with any other Q2 or Q1 course, or students may take three Q1 courses.**
VII. Proficiency in a second language equivalent to four (4) semesters of college study in a single language. See “Meeting the Foreign Language Requirement” handout for additional information.
VIII. A cumulative grade point average (GPA) of at least 2.0.
(All of the above requirements are tracked by the degree evaluation, which is available on 1600 Grand.  Instructions for accessing the evaluation are available on the Registrar’s website, http://www.macalester.edu/registrar/FacDegreeEvalInfo.html.)  
IX.       Approved major plan filed and completed; this is done in concert with the adviser.

X.       Declaration of Intent to be Graduated form.  Degree-seeking students must submit this form to the Registrar’s Office one year prior to the intended date of graduation.

*The divisional distribution assignment for a course may be found in the catalog by department under the heading “General Distribution Requirement.” 

**The International, Multiculturalism, Writing and Quantitative Thinking requirements went into effect in Fall 2007; they are collectively referred to as General Education Requirements.  Courses are recertified each semester; the approved lists may be found on the Registrar’s website, http://www.macalester.edu/registrar/GenEdMain.html.  Courses taken elsewhere (including while on study abroad), do not count for these requirements except by petition.  Accordingly, students should plan to take these courses at Macalester.
