
Student Learning Committee (SLC) 

Minutes from Meeting on November 18, 2014 

 

Committee members present:  Kendrick Brown (chair), Keith Edwards, Polly Fassinger, Terri Fishel, Jim 

Hoppe, Diane Michelfelder, Paul Overvoorde, Jaine Strauss. 

Absent:  Nancy Bostrom, Kimerly Miller, student representatives yet to be named by MCSG. 

I. The committee continued its review of General Education Requirements (GER) assessment 

data and whether and how these data connect to learning outcome #2 for “Think Critically 

and Analyze Effectively” (TCAE) 

 Writing, slide 3:  Use evidence to support a perspective appropriately – Keep  

There was discussion around the word “gathering” – Physical (gathering information 

from the library) or mental (gathering your thoughts)? 

Action Item for slide 3:  Look at the data again.  The numbers for the W group don’t add up to 

100%. 

 QT, slide 5:  Uncertainty and Risk 

Q14 – Move to TCAE outcome #3 

 QT, slide 6:  Association and Causation 

Q18 and Q19 – Move to TCAE outcome #3 

 QT, slide 7:  Estimation, Modeling and Scale 

Q23 – Outcome #3 – Keep  

 

II. The committee continued its review of General Education Requirements (GER) assessment 

data and whether and how these data connect to learning outcome #3 for “Think Critically 

and Analyze Effectively” (TCAE) 

 QT, slide 3:  Uncertainty and Risk Items 

Q9 and Q10 – Move to TCAE outcome #1 

 QT, slide 5:  Association and Causation 

Q16 and Q17 – Move to TCAE general  

 

III. The committee continued its review of General Education Requirements (GER) assessment 

data and whether and how these data connect to learning outcome #4 for “Think Critically 

and Analyze Effectively” (TCAE) 

 INTL, slide 7: Explain, interpret and/or evaluate the significance of key element(s) of 

a country, region, or people outside the U.S. – Keep  

There was discussion about whether this taps into TCAE outcome #4.  There are two 

levels – Explain (first level), interpret and/or evaluate (second level) 

 INTL, slide 8: Explain, interpret and/or evaluate non-U.S. perspectives – Keep  

 INTL, slide 9: Explain, interpret and/or evaluate one or more key structures, 

institutions, discourses, or practices that constitute world order. 



Action item:  For all of the INTL slides, SLC will need to decide if a 3 (excellent) represents what 

we hope students will achieve with TCAE outcome #4.  SLC needs to be clear if the TCAE 

evaluation should differ from what was used for the INTL assessment. 

 INTL, slide 10: Explain, interpret and/or evaluate large-scale phenomena. 

(This wasn’t discussed) 

 INTL, slide 11: Evaluate claims/arguments related to an ethical issue in the international 

realm – Move to TCAE outcome #1 

 QT, slide 13:  Uncertainty and Risks 

Q9 and Q10 – Critique, not synthesis 

 QT, slides 14, 15 and 16 – Already assigned to other outcomes 

 USM, slide 20: Analyzes how interactions between social groups have affected or 

continue to affect U.S. society or identities – Keep for TCAE general 

Synthesis and critique?  Or just analysis? 

 USM, slide 21: Explains how unequal distributions of power and resources have 

developed for this social group – Keep for TCAE general 

 USM, slide 22: Evaluates the success or lack of success connected with efforts to 

promote agency, equity and social justice – Keep in outcome #4 

 Action item: Make sure that SLC looks at demographics for the USM direct assessment. 

 Writing, slide 24: Use evidence to support a perspective appropriately – “Close enough” 

 Writing, slide 25: Integrate own ideas with others – Keep  

 

IV. Next steps 

 Look at what has been identified for larger analysis and plan for next semester. 

 Point that SLC need to keep in mind when writing its report: What 

recommendations or conclusions can we make about what students are able to do 

at the College?  SLC should see the recommendations and conclusions in the report 

as an opportunity to engage deep issues about student learning stemming from 

critical thinking. 


