
Student Learning Committee (SLC) 
Minutes from Meeting on November 15, 2011 

 
 

Committee members present:    Kendrick Brown (Chair), Nancy Bostrom, Cheryl Browne , Adrienne 
Christiansen, Terri Fishel,  Jim Hoppe,  Lisa Landreman,  Peter Mathison,  Kimerly Miller,  Libby Shoop, Yang 
Yu.  
 
Absent:   Chad Higdon-Topaz 
 

 
I. SLC members should bring spring calendars to the meeting next week.  The committee will select a date 

and time for spring semester meetings. 
 

II. Minutes from the previous meeting were approved with one edit. 
 

III. Review feedback and suggestions for the initial draft 
 

In light of feedback received to date, SLC continued to discuss revisions to the document, beginning with 
Learning Goal C:  Communicate Effectively.   Highlights are included here, but for specific edits, see the 
revised draft. 
 

 The introduction to this goal states “communication may be informative, expressive, or persuasive” 
but the learning outcomes appear to be focused only on “expression.”   Should this goal highlight 
persuasion more explicitly? 

 
o “Articulating” a position is more passive than using persuasion.  In order to persuade, one 

must take the audience into consideration—identify their needs and adapt. 
 

o LO #1-3 are expressions, while LO# 4 and 5 are interactive.  There are two options, either 
agree that these things in aggregate are related to persuasion, or create explicit language 
about persuasion. 

 
o SLC could incorporate a more robust description of communication.  Communication is 

interactive—one notices the audience’s response and engages in feedback.  There’s a constant 
back and forth.  This happens in a variety of contexts. 
 

o SLC discussed a variety of options for combining and separating the learning outcomes.  Please 
see the revised document for the most recent edits.   

 

 In the edited version, “visual” communication is specifically mentioned, but not other arts—what 
about the ability to communicate through music, theater and dance?  The Statement of Purpose and 
Belief highlights speaking and writing, but not other forms.  Should SLC incorporate these other forms 
into the goal?  Every student must be able to speak and write effectively, but not all students will 
communicate through art forms such as music, theater or dance. 

 

 In LO#4, the application of “listening” may be too narrow.  Should this outcome encompass 
relationships with others?  Should “listening” be included in the introduction paragraph?  Listening has 



a purpose beyond being a presenter or audience member.  For example, beyond “listening” it is 
important to work toward understanding others and build relationships.  This could become part of 
another goal, such as F:  Engaging community, or it could be integrated into the section on student 
responsibilities. 

 
 

Action Item:  Kendrick will revise the draft and circulate to SLC before our next meeting.  Track changes 
will be used to identity points for further discussion.   

 
 
 
 


