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MACALESTER ATHLETICS

Travis Feezell

Whew! That sigh is a big breath 
after the last few whirlwind 
months. It�s been 
a busy time for us, 
not only with the 
regular happen-
ings in sports and 
with the M Club, 
but especially 
with conversations 
related to the new 
building and the 
move of the Ath-
letic Department 
to our interim 
space. By the time 
you read this, we 
will have submit-
ted � nal construction docu-
ments for the new building and 
will anticipate a new �structure� 
beginning to appear later in the 
academic year. 

For those that have not been 
following closely (and in no 
way would I expect this � it�s 
really just my position as AD 
that keeps me �in the know�!), 
the Athletics Department moved 
out of the old building in late 
December. We have landed at 
the Church of the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary (IHM) just a 
few steps away from campus on 
Summit Avenue. In addition to 
our new of� ce spaces, we have 
set up a weight room as well as 

a cardio machine area; we also 
have a small gym space for in-

tramurals, general 
recreation, and 
physical educa-
tion classes, as well 
as some limited 
indoor practice 
space for a few of 
our teams. It really 
is a fantastic tran-
sitional space and 
we are grateful to 
those who have 
made this possible.

We played our last 
games in the gym 

at the end of January. For those 
who were not in attendance, it 
was a fantastic celebration of 
the past, present and future of 
Macalester athletics. We began 
the day with an alumni basket-
ball game, continued with an 
M Club luncheon and had a 
ceremonial �last free throw� at 
halftime for our alumni bas-
ketball players in attendance. 
Perhaps the thing I heard most 
that day was how much people 
will miss the old gym; there have 
been some great contests there, 
certainly a lot of memories, and 
there is no doubt that �The 
Cage� will be remembered as 
perhaps the most unique venue 
in all of the MIAC.

A capacity crowd of 600 turned 
out Jan. 27 for the � nal men�s 
and women�s home basketball 
games in the 83-year-old Macal-
ester Gymnasium. 

The Scots played basketball 
there from 1924 to 1956, when 
the adjacent � eld house opened, 
then returned to the renovated 
gym in 1994 to play both bas-
ketball and volleyball. Work has 

FAREWELL 
to the Gym

begun on the new Macalester 
Athletic and Recreation Center, 
scheduled to be completed in 
fall 2008. It will include a new 
� eld house, natatorium and 
gymnasium.

St. Thomas won both the men�s 
and women�s games, but Macal-
ester fans were there in force to 
give the gym a proper farewell. 
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Fans turned out in force for the last basketball games.




