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Ethics and the Internet 			Fall 2012
PHIL  294-02     	 		    MWF 1:10-3:20
						   Main 111
                  
Professor Diane Michelfelder	           
Office:  Main 110
Office hours:  Wed. 3:30-5:30 or by appointment 
Campus phone number:  696-6197
E-mail:  michelfelder@macalester.edu

What this course is about

In this course, we are going to be looking at ethical questions connected with the Internet as we know it today: an online environment where content is  generated and shared through user activities such as blogging, media sharing, social networking, tagging, tweeting, virtual world gaming, wiki developing, and the like.   

The course will loosely be divided into three parts. We will start by considering debates over freedom of speech, privacy, surveillance, and intellectual property: issues that pre-exist the development of the Internet, but which because of it have taken on new dimensions.  From here we will go on to take up some ethical questions arising from four different domains of activity on the social web:  gaming, social networking, blog/wiki developing, and “hacktivism.” In the third part of the course, we will consider broad questions connected to the integration of the Internet with devices other than the personal computer and mobile phone and which open the prospect of a world of integrated networked systems. What are some of the impacts of such integration on our everyday ethical relations with others and on the overall quality of our lives? How does being networked affect the meaning of being human?

Course learning goals

The learning goals for this course can be simply expressed. This course is designed to help you acquire a critical understanding of cutting-edge philosophical theories and philosophically-minded approaches to ethical debates associated with the Internet. It is intended to give you opportunities for becoming more practiced in the kinds of reading, talking, thinking, and writing that are part of the activity of “doing philosophy.”  It is designed to give you an opportunity for reflecting on how the use of the Internet impacts this activity as well as the construction of knowledge. It is also intended to give you a greater appreciation of the challenges involved with thinking philosophically about matters in motion, as well as such thinking’s genuine pleasures. 

What you’ll be reading

		There is one required text for this course:

The Cambridge Handbook of Information and Computing Technologies
Luciano Floridi
Cambridge University Press, 2010
ISBN:  978-0521717724

All other readings that we’ll be discussing will be available online or posted on Moodle.  For us to have good discussions about these contributions to thinking about ethics and the Internet, you’ll need to be able to access these in class. So, when you come to class, please bring a laptop or an iPad (or similar device) along with you.

What you’ll be doing

In this course, you’ll be writing one short (5 page) paper and one term (10-15) page paper, and keeping a blog related to our readings and discussions.

For the first paper, which will be due during the 5th week of classes, you’ll be reading a journal article on a topic related to this class and developing an analysis of it. The article you choose should be a recent one—published in 2007 or later—and be selected from a journal whose title appears on a list that you’ll receive in class. 

With the term paper, you’ll have an opportunity to write on one of two broad topics. The first will be either to analyze an existing theoretical approach or, if you like, to develop one of your own, to one of the Internet-related issues we’ll be talking about in class. The second is to develop a philosophical critique of an existing public policy connected to an Internet-related ethical issue—or again, propose your own public policy. A draft of this paper will be due during the 10th week of class, with the final version due the last week of the term. You’ll also be leading a discussion of your paper in class.

Ethics and the Internet satisfies Macalester’s graduation requirement in writing. As the language of the writing (W) requirement states: “Macalester seeks to ensure that all students receive instruction in writing that gives attention to writing as a process (writing is rewriting), and that provides students individually with feedback on the mechanics and substance of their writing.” If you are in this class and have not yet satisfied your W requirement, you will be expected to revise both your first and your term paper. If you are taking this class and have already satisfied your W requirement, you need only revise your term paper. Revisions of the first paper will be due one week after you receive comments on your first draft.

A late paper will be accepted without penalty if you have a good reason for turning it in late and you let me know in advance of the due date that you will not be turning it in on time. Unexcused late papers will be accepted up to one week after the due date, but you will lose half a grade (eg your grade will go from A- to B+) on the first day your paper is late, and every two days thereafter. 

Finally, this course would be missing something if one of its requirements did not involve your active (as opposed to Googling) engagement with the Internet. And so, each of you will be authoring a blog containing your reflections related to the readings and discussions in this course, or to relevant news articles that you’ve come across. While you can post as many entries as you would like, the minimum number, distributed relatively equally throughout the semester, is twelve. We will devote two class periods during the course of the semester to talking about what you’ve been saying on your blogs.

Class and coursework integrity

In this class it is anticipated that the work you do will be honestly presented. That’s not simply because this is an ethics course; any course at Mac would have the same expectation. In writing a paper or in preparing your oral presentation, if you draw upon sources other than your own, original ideas it is anticipated that you will cite these contributions, not only as a matter of good academic style but more importantly as a matter of academic integrity. If you have not already done so, please take a moment to familiarize yourself with the College’s Academic Integrity Policy as published in the Student Handbook. I will adhere to this policy in my grading for this class.

Through the gift of your attention, you also help support the integrity of the academic environment. For everyone’s sake, when we are in class together please refrain from texting, tweeting, googling, and the like EXCEPT at times when they (particularly googling) might be integrated with class discussions. You do not need to turn off your cell phones, but please set them so they do not ring and try to pretend you do not have them with you for the time we are together. If you are aware that you will need to take a call because of an emergency situation, please let me know before class begins.

How your work will be evaluated

          		Your final grade for this class will be based on the following percentages:

          		Short paper 	   		20%
          		Term paper, first draft		15%
		Term paper, final		25%	  
		Leading discussion of paper	10%			
		Blog posts			15%
       		Class participation       	15%

Because this is a philosophy course, there will be ample opportunity for you to contribute to class discussions. Your class participation grade will be based primarily on the quality of your contributions to these discussions. Regular attendance will also be taken into account. I will expect that each of you will come to class having done the readings for that day, and be prepared to participate by raising questions, commenting on the readings, responding to points brought up by others, and the like.

Schedule of readings and assignments

Please come to each class meeting prepared to talk about the reading assignment for that particular day. The Cambridge Handbook of Information and Computing Technologies is abbreviated below as CH. Any changes to this schedule will be announced in class and also e-mailed to the class distribution list. As a side note, please know that the order of readings throughout the semester corresponds roughly to the order of the table of contents in an introductory Internet ethics book your professor is writing for Cambridge University Press.


Week One

5 September		Welcome and orientation to the course

7 September		The relevance of “old-school” ethics to Internet ethics
			No reading assignment

               

Week Two		Challenges of internet ethics

 10 September 	The relevance of “old-school” ethics to Internet ethics, 
			cont’d
			For the second time, no reading assignment 	

12 September		Today we’ll be questioning what we discussed for the past 
			two days, in opening up the question: 
What are the key challenges of Internet ethics?
For the final time, at least for now: no reading assignment. We will be joined for part of today’s class by Fritz Vandover,  the Academic Information Associate for the Humanities, who will talk about the technical aspects of setting up your blogs as well as some other things to think about

14 September	We’ll continue talking about the key challenges of Internet
	ethics
Luciano Floridi, “Ethics after the Information Revolution,”  Chapter 1 in CH

			
Week Three		Speaking freely

17 September	Background:  The moral and legal value of freedom of expression
	John Stuart Mill, On Liberty, Chapter 2
	Wikipedia article on the Supreme Court decision in R.A.V. v. St. Paul (1992)
	
19 September	An overview of Internet freedom of expression issues 
	John Sullins, “Rights and Computer Ethics,” Chapter 7 in CH

21 September	Geoffrey Stone, “Privacy, the First Amendment, and the Internet”
					

Week Four		Privacy, surveillance, and dataveillance	

24 September	Why does privacy matter?
	Warren and Brandeis, "The Right to Privacy"
	Taking a look at the privacy entry in the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy would also be helpful.

			
26 September	Today we’ll be discussing what is arguably the most influential essay on privacy in the networked world, Helen Nissenbaum’s  "Privacy as Contextual Integrity" 

28 September	Ruban Rodrigues, “Privacy on Social Networks: Norms, Markets, and Natural Monopoly”; Chris Peterson, 
	"Losing Face: An Environmental Analysis of Privacy on Facebook"

Week Five	Privacy, surveillance, and dataveillance
	
1 October	Roger Clarke, "You Are Where You Have Been"; Also see (skim) Clarke’s seminal essay: "Information Technology and Dataveillance"
	
 3 October	M. Zimmer, “The Gaze of the Perfect Search Engine: Google as an Infrastructure of Dataveillance”	

5 October	 M. Zimmer, “Surveillance, Privacy and the Ethics of
	Vehicle Safety Communication Technologies”
	First paper due
		
Week Six		Intellectual property

8 October		Traditional justifications for the protection of intellectual
			property
D.B. Resnik, "A Pluralistic Account of Intellectual Property"

10 October	Bernd Carsten Stahl, “Social Issues in Computer Ethics,”
	Chapter 6 in CH

12 October	Edwin Hettinger, "Justifying Intellectual Property"
. 
Week Seven		Ethical issues in online gaming

15 October	Is online gaming “just” gaming…or something more?
	What/who should set the standards for what counts as ethical behavior in online games?
	Mark Coeckelbergh, “Violent Computer Games, Ethics, and Cosmopolitanism”	

17 October	Ren Reynolds, "Playing a Good Game"
	Miguel Sicart, introduction to his book, The Ethics of Computer Games

19 October	Miguel Sicart, "Game, Player, Ethics: A Virtue Ethics Approach to Computer Games"

Mia Consolvo, "Rule Sets, Cheating, and Magic Circles: Studying Games and Ethics"
		
 
Week Eight		Social networking

22 October		Diane Michelfelder, “Web 2.0: Community as 						Commodity?”	(This appeared this summer as a book 
			chapter in The Good Life in a Technological Age)	

24 October		Shannon Vallor, “Flourishing on Facebook: Virtue 
			Friendship and New Social Media”; J. Halpern and A.
			Fairweather, “Facebook, Sympathy, and the Emphatic 
			Imagination”

26 October		Fall break—no class meeting
			
Week Nine	Ethical Dimensions of Blogs and Wikis

29 October	Cass Sunstein, “The Daily Me,” Chapter 1 from 
	Republic.com.

31 October	Cass Sunstein, “Many Working Minds: Wikis, Open Source Software, and Blogs,” Chapter 5 from Infotopia. (We will be reading the sections on wikis and blogs.)
Paul B. de Laat, "How can Contributors to Open-Source Communities be Trusted?"

                             2 November		We’ll have a group discussion about the blogs that all
					of you have been creating. No reading assignment for
					today.
					

Week Ten		“Hackting” Social Change

5 November	Hacking and hacktivism: is there really a difference?
	Pekka Himanen, "The Hacker Work Ethic"

7 November	Peter Ludlow, "Wikileaks and Hacktivist Culture"
			
9 November	Brian Huschle, “Cyber Disobediance”
 First Draft of Term Paper

	

Week Eleven		“-bot” week

12 November	John Sullins has written extensively about the use of robots in military settings. He will be joining us from California for today’s class via Skype. In preparation, we’ll be looking 
	at a foundational piece, "When is a Robot a Moral Agent?"

14 November	Shannon Vallor, “"Carebots and Caregivers: Sustaining the Ethical Ideal of Care in the 21st Century"

Amanda Sharkey, Noel Sharkey, “Ethical Issues in Robot
	Care for the Elderly”

16 November	Our readings for today will be taken from the Robotland blog. Specific readings will be given closer to the day of our discussion, as this blog is updated fairly frequently. Please also take a look at this EU project website: http://www.robotcompanions.eu/

Week Twelve		Emerging issues of the networked world

19 November	Marc Weiser, “Ubiquitous Computing”

21 November	Philip Brey, "New Media and the Quality of Life", “Freedom and Privacy in Ubiquitous Computing”
			
23 November		Thanksgiving break—no class meeting

Week Thirteen           Emerging issues of the networked world, continued

26 November		Diane Michelfelder, “Homo Applicans: On Being Human
			in a World of Disappearing Things” (.pptx presentation)

28 November	Peter-Paul Verbeek, “Moral Environments: An Application,” Chapter 6 of Moralizing Technology

30 November	Sarah Spiekermann and Frank Pallas, “Technology paternalism: wider implications of ubiquitous computing”
		
Week Fourteen	

3 December	Class discussion of term paper drafts I

5 December               	Class discussion of term paper drafts II

7 December               	Class discussions of term paper drafts III

Week Fifteen

10 December	Coffee, cake, and course-wrap up. We’ll also have our second conversation about your blogs during this time.

14 December		Final Version of Term Paper Due
(Friday) 		Please turn your papers in to me in my office
                                    during our final exam time, 1:30-3:30 pm



Acknowledgment: the image on the front of this syllabus can be found at 
http://www.nd.edu/~networks/Image%20Gallery/Large%20Images/cheswick1_lg.gif
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