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A LOOK BACK

e Prior to the settlement of Minnesota by European settlers
the land was a diverse patchwork of prairie, wetlands and
northern forests.

*When Eu; ived they saw the land’s
natural re: 3.

*Since Eu estimated 11 million acres
of wetlands have been ed or filled.

*Only 10 million acres now remain.

*Many areas, including those around the Minnesota River

~ have lost of 90% of their original wetlands. 0

*Most of the wetland loss has been caused by farmers
draining or filling the wetlands to establish farms on su
productive land.

DONT FORGET PROTECTION' .
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Hy ric soils, or wetland soils, are defined by ion they
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