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THE IMPACT OF NATIONHOOD ON DAR ES SALAAM

A MASCARENHAS

The site of Dar es Salaam muss ’m\‘e alwuys bean altractive for human settle-
ment. However, unti! a few months ago, 1 was renvdily necepled thit the importance
of Dai es Salaam wenl no further back then tn\ 1860°s when Snltan Majid, feeling
insecure ai Zanzibar, decided to siort a scat of refuge on the mainland which since
that time is known as “Tleaven of Peace™ (in Swahilic Par es Salaam). The
discovery of sgraffiato pottery in 1965 allegedly indicates that this site might have
been an important setidement some seven hundred years ago. But interesting and
controversial as the origin ol Dur es Salaum is, 1L has little bearing on the present
study of the town. The decree of the German government in January 1891, which
made Drar ¢s Salaam the capiial of their colonin! possessions in Tuast Africa, cun
be considered to have besn a dominant fuctor in initisting its growth, The con-
struction of the Central Ruilwoy Bine which commenced from Dar cs Salaam in
1905 added turther bmpelus. Tmprovemenls o the harbour and the cxtension of
the communication network of the country in soveral different phases have all left
their imprint on the growin of the city, Other circumstances such as the conecent-
ration of a large alien population. and the growth of trade. commerce and industry
have persisted inconspicronsly over a long time but since 1945 have emerged as
generating factors in the growth of the cily.

For ahmost the Tast 1wo decades the area of Dar oy Salaam. constin ning about
30 square niles. hos chonged very little. In coantrast. the t:\ienwiem of the clty
planning boundary m 1966 has bean radical, for 3% sauare miles have heen addad
on the west and southwestern sides and 12 sguare miles added across the harbour.
The extension of tlie planning area (Figure 1) had become very urgent since
imdzpendence. Air:‘adv long before independence, Tanganyika Packers {a meat
canning plant), Tasii Textiles and the airport were located outside the city
boundary. Sitnee independence the <ity has sprawled dramatically northwards. The
University Colleze with ity complex of modern huildings occupics a site of over
800 acres. To the southwest of the University lizs the new imncfustrial estate at
Ubuiago. Cashew (recs and thicket are giving way 1o bulldozers, and the present
transformation is dominsted by a largs textile mill cing constructed by the
Chinese. Seven miles to the north of the Eniversity is the new cement plant. Fma][\
across the harbor at Kigamboni a tucleus of sl another industrizl estate has
been created by the completion of an oi! refinery. At the same time unconirolied
village selliements are encroaching on these new developments and on the city,
obvious examples being Manzesi, Mabibu and Yombo. Wilhin the city bouml.arv
f:mph areas ure fast f*mumshmn ul Oyster Bay., Kurasini, Upanga. Magomeni and
Tlals (see Map 1. Table | shows the growth of the poputation of Dur es Salaam,
andd indicales 10y composition.

On 9th December 1961, Tanganyika became independent, amd with this status
there began a new phase in the growth of Dar es Soluam, The most significant
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factor, ar presemt, in the growth and character of the city is that it is the capital
city of & sovereign state. In theory and in practice, mdependence has meani actyal
and potential increase in the number of people involved in the commitments of the
country. I'be government affairs of the country are now managed from the capital
city, and. although in theory this funetion is nothing new to Dar es Saluam, in
practice thete are many vew aspects to s present tole. For instance, decisions
which in the past were made in Britain, are now replaced by directives from BDar
es Salaam. Secondly. the vivil functions and the commirments of u sovercien state
are cbviously grealer than those of a colonizl enlity. One measure of the increase
in involvement iy to be found in the number of ministries. To 1955 there were §
ministrigs; in 1963 this numiber had risen o (5. Al {these ministries have their
headguarters in Dur cs Salaam. In additdon, many new government sections were
opened so that the greatest increase o the services sector has occurred st Dar
ey Salaam. The increase in the services associated with rhe internal aflairs of the

TAELE I
Compotion of the population of Var es Salasm within the 1966 City boundary

Alrican Asians Europeans Others Tatal
H 3-4.000
1894 9.000 1,620 400 11,000
1900 13,000 1,480 360 20,000
1913 19,000 2,500 1,000 22,500
1921 20,000 4,000 600 24,600
1931 24,000 49,000 1,330 34,300
1934 33,000 11,000 L,100 45,100
10482 50,7635 16,270 1,726 466 69,227
19522 72330 22,547 3,603 G650 99,140
19572 93,363 29,886 4,479 914 128,742
1962¢ ’ 150,000
16643 180,000
1966* 200,000

Soprces: 1 Yopulalion flaures from 18587 1o 1934 from €. €, Gillman, Dar es Salaam 1860
t 1940 Tanganyibe Notes and Records Vol 20 (1943) p. 22

2. Census fipures
3. Estimated by City Council

4. Inferred from employment figures

country and contributing to the growth of the capital city is being matched by
the role of Dar es Salaam as a buse for the external affairs of the country.
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At the attainment of independence some of the loreign representations in the
country were upgraded from consular to ambassadorial posts und this in many
cases meant an oincrease fnostaff. More important, however, was the increase in
new represenlations, In 1960, prior to independence, there were 9 consulates; in
1965, representalives from 34 couniries were accredited and the latest pgure
indicate 44 countries represenlsd in the country, The list reads 31 Embassies, 6
High Commissions (excluding UK.} and 6 comsulates. The High Commission of
Cyprus is located in Tanga, und i the only represenlaiive localed outside the
capital. The influx of foreign diplomalic missions hus had several repercussions,
notably it led to a demand for high class sccommodation and this caused inflation
of rents and an increase in land values in the [avoured region of Oyster Bay. The
shortage of this type of accommodation meanl that some of the less alluent
embassies sought locations in the adfacent suburbs of Upanga, and this increased
the pace of development there and improved the siatus of that urea, Tn addilion,
members from international organizations, newspapers and trade represeniafions
have all added to the population. External influences which were inhibited during
the colonial peried flourished with independence and wilh it came some increase
in employment, a demand for office and residential accommodation as well as the
need for services,

The position of Tanganylka in 196! as the soulhernmost tertitory in Africa
to obtain independence gave Dar cs Salaam a pan-Alvizan imporiance, Hitherto,
Accra and Cairo had been the main centres for African lberation movements. The
stand taken by Tansunia in the affnirs of southern Alvicn and its adjacent position
both contribuled o u re-Jocation of the contre of likerntion movements to Dar cs
Szlaam. Groups from South Africa, South West Adrica, Mozambique, Lesotho,
Rhodesia and until 1964, feom Zambin and Malawi, operated from Dar s Saleam.
The refugees, students wnd freedom fighters iniroduced » new element in the
population of the city. One mensure of the important part played by Dar cs Salaam
as a strategic contre for independence movements has been the location within
the city of the headquaricrs of the 1iberation Council of the Organization for
African Unity.

The close relationship which had been established between independent Tangs-
nyika and the Zambia independence movement has continued, and in fact has be-
come materially stronger with the Rhodesia crisis. For instance, there has been an
enormous incrense in the l'anzania/Zambia trade, especially in re-cxports. Thus,
in comparison with the re-exporls of £38225 between Tanuary and June 1963,
the figure for the same months in 1966 was £1,829,163, Exports, too, from Tan-
zania, have nearly doubled trom £85.294 in January-June 1965 to £135%838 in the
first six months of 1966, These changes huve had greal repercussions in (he trans-
porration sccter. In the figures indicated above it is ohvious that Zambta, lToreed
to look for an alternative route for her overscas trade, has made Dar es Salaam
the chosen outiet. As a result, it has already been proposed that the port (acilities
of Dar es Salaam, which even withoul the Zambia trade arc strained, will have
to be improved. New sheds have been constructed and equipment for handling
cargo has already arrived. Plans have also been made for additional deep water
berths. These will be of lasting benefit to the city even il the Zambia trade through

Dar es Salaam should decline. The direct oil airlift from Dar cs Salaam (o Tusaka
was only a lemporary gain. More permanent will be the newly initiated scheduled
air services from Dar es Salaam fo Zambia. The opening of the new oil refinery
in Dar es Salaum covld not hyve come at 1 more opportune moment to supply
one of Zambia’s most vital needy. Tn the first 10 months of 1966 more than 23
million gallons of cil have been sent from Dar es Salaam to Zambia.
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Visitors in the past who have been impressed with the Atfrican stamp and
vilality of Kumpala/Mengo and the Furopean nature of Nairobi, found Dur es
Salaam a cosmopu!itan city. This is because no ethnic group dominantly associated
itself with the city. Since independence. however, Dar es Salaam has assumed a
subtle new cuitural role. The impetus for this tole is nationalistically inspired. In
Tanzanfa, nationalism is reviving culture. The city integrates {ribal wadition and
makes it part of the nationgl heritage and instead of stilling tribal culture gives il
a national character. Iribal (radiiions such as Uibal dances and crafts are
integrated and made part of the national herituge and this finds its strongast
expression in the capital city. Also the location within the city of pecple of
different iribes who nevertheless owe their lmportant posiiions (such as in the
civil service or politics) to the concept of a nation rather a iribe aids considerably
in bringing change. This concept is nol abstracl, bul manifests isell materially
in diverse ways in the utilisation of space in the ciy iwself. Foremost among
these has been the physical transtormation of the sandy wasteland called Mmnaz
Moja. ‘The emply stretch onee separated the Asian quarters and the central
business districl from the African residential arsa. Most of what was Mnouzi Moja
is today covered by a park, adjaccnt to which are an vbelisk and a founlain as
monuments to nalional achievement. The creation of a village museum depicting
different tribal houses, the expansion of the national broadeasting lacilities, the
building of the naticpal stadiem and an exhibition park are other physical
manifestations of the growth of the city becanse of pationhood.

Fuologically and socially, Dar es Salaam iy also changing. The evolution of
functional zones has not hitherto been s much 4 consequence of growth as a
product of having sepurale racizl quarters, Tn ihe pattern which prevailed in the
pasl, the Asians were the most wrban, concenivaiimg very largely in the central
business area; the Evropeans oul of ¢ i geonomic means preferved subur-
ban residenlial areas; while ihe Africaes lved a1 a distance from the centre
because they bhad no cheice. Ikfore independence opportunities for  social
mobility in the broudest sense, were veiy resuicted, Within the city, in 4 physical
sense, thers was no diflerentiaiion made beiween Africans of diffsrent income
levels or belween e leadors and the led. The greatest change in social mobility
has occurred in areas where previously adminisirative control was slrongest. No-
where Is this beller seen than in the occupalion of the government quarters at
Qyster Bay and Msasant. The first Abvivan to occupy the bungalows at QOyster
Bay moved in when the minisierlal form of governmenta! was introduced in [959.
With independence, more and more Africans have succecded in ataining senior
administrative posts and they have naturally occupied areus once sublly denied
to them. The movement of the African elite (o such arcas as Oyster Bay hus
physically scparated the African leaders from the masses. Inherent in such a
division is the danger of the loss of sensitivity of leaders 1o the problems of the
TIASSes,

If the chunge thal has taken place in Oyster Bay through the inflow of
Africans is remarkable, then the stares guo in the cenlral business district s
cqualling Interesting. The ventral business distriel is still in fact the domain of the
Asians. The forces which broke the oxclusiveness of the Ovster Bay area cannal
opetate at the core. Different forces, such as the sizcable movement of Asians
away from Tanzania or a rapid growih of an African commercial enterprencurial
class may bring changes in the core of the city. It might even be thal the present
business area will lose iis importance and will come 10 play only 2 secondary role,
a5 does ‘Old Town” Mombasa,
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The attainment of independence has increased the number of indigenous

peopie involved ia the affairs of the county. A corolfary is that the people in
service today are answerable more directly w0 pressures from the masses and there
las been a sincere effort to bring about improvement for the greatest number.
During the early period of independence lurgely through sell help schemes new
and better housing has bean pul up at Magomeni, The task was (oo big and the
National Housing Corporation has larpely teplaced these and formalised the
whole problem of low cost building and development. Is record so far is
impressive :-. 777 unils have been provided al Magomeni, 707 21 Kinondeni, 333
at Keko, 252 at llalz and 12 ar Kariakoo. The location of the new mdustrial cstate
at Ubungo, close to Mugomeni, shows the dangers associated with rapid growth
and fack of co-ordination. Unless something is done now, slums similar 1o those
which developed around the old industrial estate on Pugu Road are going to accur
around Magomeni. In the southwestern section of the cily the slums at Keko
and Yombo are bigger than ever, yot the mujor changes and perhaps most of the
growth hay taken place in this arca.

The most ambitious development of the National Housing Scheme has taken
place in the arex adjacent to Keko where the nucleus of a salellite town has been
tnitiated. Further east, after o period of stagnation. development is taking place
at Mgulani and Kurasini. Land values appreciably lower than at Qvster Bay, and
government policy of only granting leaschood titles, has promoied the orowth of a
gocd residential area at both places. Two other factors explain the present ten-
dency of the cily 1o spread. Capital investment which can he afforded by the
middle class group ix essentially modest and this precludes ownesship of flats or
apartment buildings. Secondly, many local people prefer 1o live in their own
houses in suburban surroundings.

Planning will have to keep paee with the trend towards the inereasing subur-
ban preference. Obviously the concept of suburban dormitories without social or
cconomic amenities is ont-dated. There is o golden opportunity for the government
to embark on two rmujor political commitments. In the tirst cuse, the neighbour-
hood shopping centre seams to be an ideal co-cperative unil, and sccondly, a
growing suburb vpens possibilities for AfTicans to break the business monapoly
enjoyed by Asians.There is need, too. for technological ¢hange, Puring the present
spate of construction more effort will have 1o be spent on experimenting with new
matetials and new wechniques of building. Whar is needed is o accelerale,
cheapen and bring uniformity into the constroction industry.

Political and soctal subordination during the colonial period were also pre-
sent in economic affairs so that there were markest urban abaormalities, For
instance, for the size of the cily the economic rurnover was small. This was
brought about largely by the colonial policy ol tacially gradsd salury scales and
wages. There was great disparity between the salaries of the non-Africans and
Africans. Skilled or qualified Africans especially before 1954 received half or even
less of the salaries paid o non-Africans doing similar jobs, Low wages and an
arbitrary sealing off for advancement were probably responsible for a high labour
turnover. There was no incentive to remain in the sume occupation for long period
because there were no benefits to be accrued. Wages differed only slightly so that
changing jobs probably only helped to relieve boredom. In some instances, to
offset low wages. some people led dual lives: parily spent in Dar es Sulaam and
partly in the peri-urban arcas in agricultural pursuits, The facl that a large
majority of people were earning low wages bad several results. For one thing the
low earning power of the majority of Alricans meant that their contribution to
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the economic aclivily of the ciiy was smadl. Sioce independence the population
o Dar es Salaam has very much broudenced its sconomic base. There has been
an increase of 444, In lhe averape male curnings in Tanganyixa since indepead-
enice and the groatest increase has taken place In Dar es Saluam where the
nminimum wage is by law 150/ par month compared to (257 in the other urban
arcas, The ciry alse gains considerably because high sularizd government and
private wage eamers are concentrated within its boundaries. A new entreprenzur-
jal class it should arise, will come from thiz group, bul alresdy this group
generates 4 strong market in Dar cs Salaam.

The position of Dar es Salaam nz a base Tor lvelihood has improved vasily
in several other wayvs., Since independence the government has  cncournged
industrialisation through the provision of information for potenial investors and
manufaciurers on such aspecrs of the developmeni of industries as the market for
the product, the availability of labour, power, communication and raw materials;
and by oflering economic incentives. Most induastrial squipment, chomicals, raw
naterials, implements and tools for instance are exempt from customs duty. The
major changes associated with the cconomic development have direetly aftected
Dar es Salaam which has become the maost matural site for the Jocation  of
industries. The oll refinery, the aluminiom and plastic-ware plant, the cement
factory and the new textile mil! (heing built by the Chiness} are all examples of
some of the major Indusiries which have already been allructed here. Finally, skill
and opportunity for cmployment are no longer left to chance, The pace has been
deliberately aceclerated by in-servics training both by the zovernment and by
private industrics. A school of business matagement. o much imyproved technical
college and training abroad are some of the examples of dirccted traimning. And (o
all this one must also add the community of 2.000 people who make up the
University Colfege at Dar oo Salaam.

The attaimment of independsnes in 1961 brouglhi to an ond one era in the
growili of DDar cs Salam and started 2 new ong. The total population residing in
the major urban arcas in 1937 was as Tollows: Dar os Sajaam 1290000 Tungy
35.000: Mwanza 20.000; Tabora 15.000; and Morogoro, Moshi, Dodoma, Ugip,
Miwara, Lindi and Arusha 10,000-15,000 each. Although in 1937 only 4.17%, of
the nation’s people resided in the 33 gazetted townships, Dar cs Salaam claimed
one third of them, In many wuys the growth of Tar es Salaam in the old ora was
tor colonial convenience, as was displaved in the large number of alien people to
be found there, The sepuration inio elhnic guarters combined with  limited
ceonomic opportunities tesiricied the city in il growth,

In the very bricf period which has elapsed in the new cra, the growth of
Dar s Salaam can be nicasured visibly by the changing skyline, the sprawl of the
city and its new functions, The distinclive harbour frontage of German colonial
architeclure Is rapidly being rteplaced by one of multi-storeyed premises of
twentieth century uniformiiy. a change which is seen by the populace to lend pres-
tige to the capital, however much it may be repretted by a minority. The
improved cconomic oppurlunities, and a greater involvement of the indigenous
cilizens in civil and economic affairs augurs a rapid increasss in the size of the
cily. One measure of growlh is (he rise in employment whicl in 1962 was 42,984
and which rose 1o 54,604 in 1963, with an especially rapid rise from 46.640 in
1964, Tn allaining independence, Tanzania acquired (he special status of nalion-
haod. This status has provided a pride in being 4 nation and o sense of respon-
sibility to the people: a serious destre for economic development and social
betierment. and direct fivolvement in international affairs, Brielly, the growth of
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Tanzaniy as a nation and what it stands for, will be reflected in Dar es Salaam, n
as much as the capital city may mirror the mujor accomplishments of the nation.
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LANDSCAPE STUDY IN GEOGRAPHICAL TEACHING
L. W. HANNA

t s unnccessary here to justify the importance of fandiorms in the study of
geography and the claim that their full understanding requires curetul ficld
observation. What is true of geography as a discipline is vitl in its tcaching. L'his
Is the essence of the probiem of good geography teaching, for it can be taught
with textbooks and chalkboard, but 1o be successful these must he stpported by
skillui use of viseal materials andficld work, both of which make great demands
on the time and energy of the teacher. Without them the student is cquipped
with a mass of [actual matertal, a poor foundation for further academic study
and only @ small contribution 1w his rea! education. Ilc may understand the
mechanivs of the eatth’'s structure or the processss of denodation and yel he
incapable of recognising the consequences of these on he landscape or a4 map.
Such dangers in unimaginalive formal leaching are nunicrous, and the concenliic
approach, working from the known o the unknown, and sample studies, while
a0t compleie answers in themselves are allempts to provide a basis in cumprelien-
sible fealures, At the sume time there has been a commendable increase in
Meldwork in schools which is the best way L bring reality and understanding inio
geographical teaching.

Ideaily the teacher supplies the material and guides the student in its analysis
and even the synthesis nceded 10 present a regional pictare. This is only possible
with the time and resources that few scliools can afferd. The Tocal cavironment is
available to all with the encryy #and enthusiasm o organise ils study. Here can
be found features, distributions and relationstips which in their siudy yield
methods and principles which huve a wider application. Tlowever, unless the
student is an active participant the cffort is nol worthwhile and to remove Lhs
classroom out of doors does little more than increase the distractions. It is the
process of observatlon and analysis which is so valuable in education and not
the final product of the efforts. To place the student in x position to observe
and to direct bis interpretation s a considerable t(ask i ilsell and the SUUCRSS
rests more with this orpanisation than with the ability of the student.

Landscupe Sketching

Landscape skeiching s one technique which can be readily applied to field
study and provided the purely techrnical problems of drawing can be tzught satis-
factorily it cun be used effectivelv at any level of geographical training, The
geographer is not concerned with the celour, tone values or the composition of
the landscape but rather wilth extracting geographical features and by drawing
representing them in the most effective manner. However, like the artisl, e musi
suppress irrclevant details which would confuse (he drawing and obscure the
essential forms and lines, In Figure 1 the plain extending to the foothills of Elgon
s coverud with an open savanna vegelation broken by scattered sctilements with
their patches of cultivation and occasionzi banana groves. To have included this






