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Markel data has been oolleoted for thirty=-aix of the Forty-cne disiricte of

Eenya. Hombass Distriot and the former Nairobl Extra-Provineial District, which

are predeminantly urban, have been exelnded and deta are not svailable for thres
other distriots: Samburu, Sarimss and Kiliri. It is unlikely thst wmerkets axiat
in Basharu and Garissa since they aTe both eparssly settled, pasitoral areas and
field murvey suggests tbat mariets; oI the iype observed elsewhers in Fenys, do .
net cgour in Eilif1 Biatrisd, altuough thers is no official informetion o vorily

this suggestion, Thus the data oan be oconsidered ma providing almosy complate

natlonel coverage, XNine of the thirty-six distrTicts do not have any uarketa go

that the mumbar of dlstricts considered in thia study is tw#enty-svem. In all there.
are 584 officisl rural markets,

As a direat resuli of Eurcpean influence, rll markats in Louya work 1o &
sghedule brzed on the seven-day week, The frequenoy of merket meebtings varies
from mavkat to narket. 49% of the maxkeis meet waskly, ‘37% mest twice weekly,

9% meat faily and 5% threa times weeklx;. Fo markets meet 5lx times per waek, onma
market meets four times per week and one mariet mests five times per wesk. This
givea a total of 1974 market meetings per week, The distribublon pattorn and
rericdleities of thess markets have ariman gredually es & result of e meltitude of
indspendect decimlons made within a common framework by numeroua local governmant
bodies over the yuas forty-five years. Two questions arise concerning tne fenporal

effiolenay of thia hiphazsrdly developed rural market ayateny

I thexe en eguitable itmmporal supply of xural markats?

Ih any ares contalning markets,an efficlent arraagement of markest pariorlic!..tiea
is onz that ensures an equitsble temporal supply of operating markets {.e, there
phould be An equal number of market meetlngd en every doy of the weak 6o that ey
day 1s neither over~ nor underprovided with maciet mestinga, In & Aamady of 424
roven~day morkate (w-.l.th a totel of 459 market daya) o bl AN Bairates of

northern Nigexis,1t was found thet thers is & significantly gresSer mitber of

markat meeilnga on Friday, the main veliglious duy for Mes o y Shat vl ony ether




+
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day of the wéek.1 In & smaller comparable atudy in three mress of southern Weat
Africs, whers Islam iw not the dominant relfglon, in only one ares, southsrn
Ghana, N‘a there & significant differencs in the nuzber of market maetings from
day to d‘ay. In this area there 12 & heavy ooncentration of market actlvity on
Tuesday, Wedneaday, Thursday nnd Friday.z Iab_la 1 ahews the nuabar of of!ieinl
market meetlngs on each day for every district l;!f Eenya and for the oouatry as g'

wnole,

4 chi-squared tesi oarried cut on the data for Konys shows that th-l bypotheaia
that there is no significant difference at the nmtional level in the nunber of
meetings on eagh day of the week is ir;correui. An inspecticn of the data suggests
that the .hypothasis may ba Incorrect beoaunss of the lewer number of markets that
Pooux on Sunday. When & ghi-sgusred test 1o carried out on the data but exeiuding
Sunday the hypothesis is meeepied, Thus mt the natlonal lavael thers ig a
slgnificant avoldance of Sunday as e matket day bat, tﬁere i8 an almoat ‘equal
provisidn of market meetings on every other day of the waek. 'The lower nﬁ.mbur of
market meelings on Sunday 1e & reflection of the importanse of those Christian
religions that regard Sundey as the day of rest, Thie 1¢ in marked contrast to tha
aitustlon in nothern Figeria where the matn relgioun day, Friday, is ths day of
most market activity. There is evidence that some of the markets which are resordad
as daily in Kenya do not operste.on Sunday -oueh that the-Surday figure may in fact

be an overstaiement,

4 chi-mquaxed test carried out on the dintrict data anows that thers is no
eignificant differecce beiwsen the nunbez of markst mestings on each day of ths
meoX in wlneteen of the twehniy-seven dimtriets. An ingpestion of the datm for the
remaining ¢lght districts suggests that in mont of the districts one day 1g loms
important as e market day than the other pix dayz. A ohl-pguared test was oarried
cut on {these eight districts exelnding the day with the smallest number of market
meetings in each district. In five of the disiricts, Siaya, Kirinyage, Kitul,
Machakos and Mexu, the bypothesis that there is no signiflcant dlfference dn the
number of market meetings on six dzys of the week ia accepted., Yn the other three
dietricts, Eisil, Nyandarua and Nakuru, the same hypobhesin i Tejecied, Tr Eiaii

there 15 an avoidance of market meetings on Ssturday but there is alge a con-

centration of meetings om Thursday and Suzday., The avoldance of Baturday is
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related to religion: Kisii ias the Kenyan eironghald of the Baventk Day Adventist
Chnmh\vhiuh regards Saturday as the day of rest. No explanntlon can be givern as
o why there im an overcomcentration of meetingas on twe daya of the week, It im

likely that the official market moetlngs 1in Eisii do nok accuraialy reflect the

eetual frequsncy of market meetings becauss of the considerabls use of markela "

in thiam district on unoffioial days. However, 1% 1s poasible that, beciwmse of
the officially unsven temporal aupply of naxkeis, the population has a need to
wge the markets on unofficisl markei daye 1.e¢ the unofficial uss of maxket piace-s
may be an adjusimeant to the 1nnrﬁ.gient temporal provision of markeis, Thers dees
not saem to bte Buch exteneive use of market places on wnofficial days in any other

part of Renya.

Kyandarua &nd Hakera both have s ovezeoncentration of market destings on
Sunday'a.ni Yadoeasday, Both theas distriots. formed part of the former Whiie
Fighlanda _nnd 1% 1o 1ikely thet ths imporitance of Sunday as e market day reflects
tae ﬁot that thile was the oply Trsa day for labourers on the Eurcopean farma.

IT an exira day waa later inseried into the weekly mohedule of market meetings

then elther Wednsadsy or Thursday would havs been the obvicus ohoioe of maTke: day.

Thus in ningt;an n:é 1.1113 t;i'e;rr,y-saven distriut'u there i au. approximately .
equal provision of market mastings on each day of the weel, In five othex
aAlstricis thers is an sveidance of market meetings on one day of the week for
religlens ysasons but thexre 18 2n even provielen of zeatlnga on ths other six
dayd of the waskx, In only three @igtricts is there an-inegniteble temporal

pupply of wmarket mesiingas

Is %here a {empornlly efficlient errangement of market meetipgs at sny ong market

place?

in efficlent temporal arrangeament of market moetings &t sny one alte 18 cne
that both mindwmlzes the lengths of the marketleas pericds and prevents an over-
concentration of market meetings at sny one tlme of the.week, PFor markeis meebing

slx dnys & week, ss wsll na for poth daily ond weskly narketn, only one
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combination of market apd marketlesy days 19 posaible, However for markety
neeting 'I.‘:\o, thrae, four and five days a weolk,a variety of combinm¥iona of
mar¥et and maricatless days 18 possible. The range of Possibilities for thems
Tour peidodiolity typas is shown in Pable 2, whers for sach periodiolty type, the
most effisient tazporal arTangemsnt of market days 1# given tirat. 'Fable 2 alse
shows the nunber of markets with sach schedule. Iz summazy, B87.0% of the two,
threa, four ana ?ive day markats in Eerya harve the most effiolent markat day

schedules and orly 1.7% have ths least efficient markey day auhaﬂ.ules.3

Thus 1t seemz reamonabls to oonclude that la gensTal,eaplte ita pleasmsal

development, the rural markst syetem in Kenya ia temporally sfficient,

FozEs
1. P, Hi1l1 and E,H,T, Smith, ¥The gpatial and temperal synehronization of
reriodio mavksis: evidence from Tour Emirates in northam Figeria®,

Egonomic @eoxraphy, 48 (1972), 346-347.
2. Ibld,, 348

3 Too amall but Somparable amtudies have been done on seven~day pmaritets in
Weat Africa: V,c. Fegorlund and R.E.T. Bmfth, w4 rreliminary map or

mar¥at pericdici{ies in Ghana", Joumal of Devaloping Areas, 4 {1970},

342; T. B111 mnd RWELT. Smith, opacite, 348.
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