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BOOK REVIEWS

DIRECTIONS IN GEOGRAPHY
Edited by R.J. Chonkey, London, Methuens, 1973, 33p. U.K. Puice [Softback] £1.95.

This book is for the initiated., Mercifully it is not yet another directive
to jurp on the ‘new geography' bandwagon. It is rather, again mercifully, a book
designed for those who, having followed the leaders, are now on the verge of falling
off the wagon in the midst of a wilderness and who are now seekiwg the direction out.
Unfortimately it is those self-same leaders who had got the party lost that are now
being consulted as soothsayers, One solutlon Seems 0 be to re-read the old masters.
Bexry, for instance, revives the Galton-Taylor diffusionist controversy of the 1890s;
Chorley renews interest.in Rousseau, Perkins Marsh and Vidal de la Blache; whilst
Bunge revives Engels, Refreshingly cne can detect a resuscitation of envirormental
interests. Haggett writes on ecology, Chorley writes on resource management, Hare
invokes an energy-hased climatology {(a bit hard-going for the non-scientist), and
White has a Chapter on natural hazards. The spatial organisation wagoners are here
in force - Dacey, Haggett, Garrisomn, Gould, Berry, Hagerstrand and Warntz. Same of
them seem a little self-effacing at having got the party lost, groping into the
morass, and hoping that the by now disillusioned trekkers will follow their particular
trail to a 'future geography'. But he going will be hard whoever one follows. The
environmental/ecological cligque and the spatial organisation pundits are all expected
to guide the way by consulting the celestial firmament of geographical theory.
Anuchin's theory of geography here is reasonably acceptable since it does not seem so
very different from Mackinderism anyway. If new stars are required to hitch one's
wagaon to, then Berry's "process metageography" or Bartel's "metgtheorstieql noming-
tiam" and "ontologization', may appeal (!}

The book makes an unfortunate start, Not only does it presume a heavy commit—
ment to new courses in geography, it also presupposes a deep understanding of
philosophy, Alas, your reviewer, not skilled in edther of these is able to wnder-
stand only a few sentences of the first forty pages. However, here and there, in
later secticns the going becames easier and one recognises the movement of the
wheels over fimm grownd again. Nor should cne be frightened by Bungs's title
'ethics and logie'. This is a straight-forward appeal for sccial (not to say
socialistic) relevance.

For the most part the book is aimed (so far as ome can tell) at researchesrs
and academics (but doubtless the bock will sell to undergraduates aspiring to these
positions)., Gould's case for new syllabi dewsted entirely to human spatial organi-
sation may appeal to Makerere's new generation of lecturers., That 13, if they under—
stand what Langrangians are (p.255) - or are they langranglans (p. 259)7 For the
school-teacher there is a valuable essay on 'discovery learming' and the Averican
High School Gengraphy Project by McNee,

Individual readers may find their direction out of the wildemmess, possibly
even by switching houses, and following one or other of the many routes on offer.
It mist, however, be a rarely gifted traveller who can understand more than +wo or
three of the oracles presented in this collection.

B.W. Langlands

Professor of Geography,
Makerere University, Kampala
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EVALUATING THE HUMAN ENVIRONMENT: ESSAYS IN APPLIED GEOGRAPHY

John A, Dawson and John C, Doornhamp,  Published by Edward Annold, London, 1973;
288 pages; £4 et hand cover; £2 net, papexback.

After the 'mew geography' comes the 'relevant geography ' and the publication of
this volure co-edited by J.A, Dawson and J.C. Doornkamp, seems well—-timed to catch

" yet ancther rising fashion in the discipline before it peaks, The co-editors claim

in a brief introduction that thelr purpose is to "Zllustrate the usefulness and
relevgnce of the geographer's approach to some of the issues which concerm man and are
related to hie enpironment” (p. 1) = 'relevance’ and 'the envivowment' arve caught
in one net.

Three basic themes are sald to emerge from the collecticn of eleven essays
presented: the value of geography in the assessment of many contemporary problems,

" tha interdependence of hman and physical geography, and the value of the geographer's

contribution to interdisciplinary investigation, These themes do indeed consistently
stand out in the contributions even although the authors range over fields as diverse
as water resource inventories, marketing systems, and demand/supply relaticnships in
recreation, and the editors are to be congratulated for the uniformly high standard
of presentation in the volure given this diversity.

There is, however, always a danger in such conpilations that the individual
contributor will opt for one of twe approaches: he can either survey the entire
field assigned to him, briefly touching on the main trends but at risk of producing
a rather pedestrian outlipe; or he can discuss in detail only a limited aspect of a
particular problem in order to illustrate the geographer's role at the expense of
considering wider issues. Such dichotomy is apparent in Epaluaéing the Human
Environment. The eSsays on recreation and air pollution, for example, are rather
restricted in their approaches, while the discussion of urban land evaluation is
basically a summary of progress in this branch of urban geography, But several
contributors are successful in marrying a general overview with carefully chosen illu-

" strations, as in the two chapters on rural land use and planning, and the essay on

water resources.

This book, then, is primarily of value as an intyoduction to trends and advances
in the branches of applied geography. It is difficult to see it being adopted as
a standard text for any particular teaching course, but individually several of the
chapters provide excellent introductions to particular topics which can be pursued
further with the help of useful bibliographies. Thus the recent and belated methodo-
logical development of pelitical geography is nicely summarised by J.N.H. Douglas,
and N.D. McSlashan illustrates the value of the quantitative approach to the spatial
analysis of medical' statistics. :

At a more general level Fvaluating the Hwman Eviromment ls the geographer's
answer to frequent questioning of the discipline's practical worth in a developing
omtry. It should be clear to ewven the most sceptical reader that geographers can
and do contribute positively to the solution of problems as diverse ag locating an
industry dependent on female labour, siting a new hospital and the ndre efficient
use of a river. A copy should be sent to every Permanent Secretary in East Africa.
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The East African student of geography may well be disappointed, however, to
find that several of the contributors rely almost entirely on west European and
north American examples, reflecting their own limited experiences and geographical
horizons. The chapter on recreation is alwost solely concerned with the special
problems of densely populated Britain, while the following essay on conservation
completely lguores the conflicting demands of wild life preservation, tourism and
agriculture common in Africa. Likewise manpower planning is considered largely in
terms of labour for manufacturing and service Industries in highly urbanised societies.
Seasonal labour migrations, rural underemployment, deficiences of skilled labour
which are major issues in developing econcmies are at best only mentioned in passing.
peficlences such as these detract from the overall value of this timely volume.

D. Roden

Oxfond Progressive Geography Junion Sendes 11, The New Lande: Ameriea, Austrgiia and
New Zealand, by F.C.A. McBain (34d ed). Llondon: Oxfond Univeralify Preds, 1972. pp. 127,

In this book, F.C.A. McBain makes a vivid survey of the geography .and develop-
ment of the New Lands, (North and South America, Australia and New Zealand). ‘The
bock has twelwve short chapters. In the first chapter McBain discusses, briefly,
the factors which led to the discovery of the New Lands and the order in which they
were discovered. In the other chapters, McBain compares what is happening in the
New Lands and other parts, of the world, BEach of the major ecomomic activities in
the New Lands are examined and discussion on the physical envircmment, basic natural
resources and industry made. McBain then explores more specifically each of the
regions noted for production of the major commodities of the New Lands, e.g. cotton,
wheat, maize, and timber. This exanination is then linked up with a survey of the
ways of life of the people in these regions. McBain clearly illustrates how industry
is becoming important in the New Lands especially in North America though agriculture
is still an important source of wealth. ’

The text has ample illustratiocns both in the form of distribution maps, graphs
and photographs. These would certainly help the student to understand what is being
discussed in each chapter. The bar graphs' in particular, are very useful. They
show, for each commdity type, the level of production in the New Lands and how this
compares with world production. The photographs illustrate clearly certain processes
in the course of producing commodities and the extent to which agriculture has become
mechanized, :

A significant section of each of the chapters is the section 'Arownd Your
Country', comprising questions. These should help the student to relate what is
happening in his country to activities in the New Lands. The questions are on the
whole well selected and besides aiding the student to think about what he has read,
they should alsc encourage him to make use of his atlas.

John Were
Lecturer in Geography,
Makerere University, Kampala.
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RECENT HISTORY OF AN ETHIOPIAN DELTA; THE OMO RIVER AND THE
LEVEL OF LAKE RUDOLF :

Kenl (f. Butzew. PubLished 1971 by Department of Geoghaphy, University of Chieago
as Repearch Papen No. 136, Papenback, Lithotype, 184 pages, &1 figures, price $4.50.

“Lake Rudolf, the last of the great African lakes to be discovered by Burcpemn
explorers, i3 alsc the least understood"”, and in particular the Omo delta, formed
where "a great river mergee with g great lake", remained until recently largely
undescribed and unexplained. The present period of intensive research in the Lake
Rudolf area began in 1959 with T. Whitworth's study of Late Quaternary depogsits there.
This has been followed by several interdizciplinary expeditions sponsored by American
and Furopean institutions, .and now begimning to produce an increasing floew of
published findings.

K.W. Butzer's moncgraphy has been prepared as contributicon nimber 25 of the
Omo Research Expedition based on the University of Chicago, and is partly a write—up
of field obsexvaticns made between 1967 and 1969. The author was fortunate in that
as a merber of a large expedition he had access to a wide range of facilities available
to few African deographers. His task was eased by use of a chartered alrcraft and
a helicopter, and in fact helicopter runs and motor heat traverses of open Waterways
were vital parts of the field survey, The resulting report is in the traditional,
essentially descriptive mould (i.e., it is readable), but differs from most others of
1ts type in that field technique has keen combined with evaluation of travellers'
acoounts as a scurce of gecmorphological information. The result is an interesting
mixture of histurical geomorphology and historical gecgraphy, illustrating the
gynthesising abilities of the competent gecgrepher.

The corz of the study is a description of the main geomorphclogical units
(mapped in Fig. 2-1) and features (mapped in Fig. 2-2} of the Omo Delta together
with an outline of the postulated history of each. The wnits identified are the
meander belt, the eastern flood basin, the delta flats with their network of huge
cradks, the sub-deltas, the delta fringe, beach ridge plains, and alsc the Murle
Lake Plain and the mud flats of Sanderson's Gulf which are marginal to the delta
proper. This is followed by an attempt to trace fluctuating lake levels over the
last hundred years from travellers' descriptions and sketch maps.

The main features of the delta are reconstructed cartographically for several
cross~sections in time - 1888, 1836, 1908 and 1933-70 - and a hypothesis of delta
evolution before 1888 suggested on. the basis of known fluctuations since then.

Human re-adjustment to changing shore-lines is considered only briefly in a separate
chapter, and largely from travellers' comwents and the view from a helicopter seat
rather then fram detalled field work on the ground. The implications of the trans-—
gression of 1962, for example, warrants only ten lines. This cursory treatment is
perhaps excusable in view of the fact that work con the human ecclogy of the area

by C.J. Carr is being prepared for publication.

In his introduction the author points cut that while river deltas in tidal
waters have been studied intensively, little is known about the geomorphology of lake
deltas and virtually nothing about deltas built—up in lakes with no outlets,

Butzer's study is therefore a pioneer work in this respect, and as such a model
against which future research of a similar nature can be compared. -Its valie as a
mode] would have been enhanced Ly inclusion of a concise summary of the more important
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i f the more significant differences
components of the inland delta, and an outline o
to be expected between tidal water deltas and those in enclosed lakes.

al reader, as distinct frcm the specialist gecmorphologist,

probabi‘;rﬂgengﬁeﬁﬂ chapters are the first and the last. The final chapberi-
links fluctuations in the level of Lake Rudolf with the v:udar c}imlatological c-ind
tions of East Africa and corxelates these fluctuations w:|.1':h variations in the ev%llz
of other East African lakes and discharge levels on the Nile and E‘:obat rivers. e
tentative conclusion reached is that "there is good‘reason'to beh'eve thcft the leve
of Lake Budolf serves as q useful index of Fast Afriean climate, in particular Of:nd
. prectpitation patterns cver pericds measwred in terms of deeades'and' G?ntw;eiﬂ A
probably over longsr intervals of time". Chapter one - a mns:.de;zuon o -
broader geographical setting of the Omo Delta - draws together a wide range o -
information concerning geology, vegetation, scils, climate and hydrography to wﬁﬁgsq

a concise physical geography of a little known corner of northeast_:ern Africa

is divided between Kemya, Sudan and Ethiopia, Indeed so little is knxpm about some
of the essential characteristics of the region that 1_:he author had to carry out l;ismle
basic_ field work, such as a soil sampling around Addis Aba]:.aa, simply to prepare his
general introducticn. For this on its own his monograph is worth reading.,

D. Roden, :
Senior Lecturer in Geography,
Makerere University, Kampala,
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BOOK REVIEWS
“THE NEW AFRICA"
By Gladys Hickman, Undvensity of London Pross

Thig textbook has been written meinly for G.C.E. (E.A.C.E., lavel) students in
British schools. Itg title "Ths Ney Afrieq” is appropriate as it tries consciously
and necessfully to write about the reality of Africa today, with an enmphasis on the
eoonamic, sccial and political problems and potentialities of present day development .,
The book therefore, studles such probleams as prices and markets, urbanization and the
migration of lsbour &0 areas of opportunity as well as the more traditional toplcs
such as subsistence farming and the development of cash crops. Dr. Hickman has
chviously travelled widely in Africa and she makes excellent use of her personal know-
ledge to create a real feeling of what it is Iike to Hive in the areas she described,
rather than simply contenting herself with a factual summary .
withwhatitis,lﬂcetoliveinand.nemnpomdasm&asiwiththemrelocationof
mining areas; with the problems pecple face during a long draught rather than a
deseription of a savennsh climate, She does this in a vivid and lively style which
makez the book far more Interesting to read than almost any comparable book on Africa.

The book 1s based on a case-study approach, as is fashionable at present, but
at the same time maintains a basic regional structure by grouping the case-studies

only 160 pages, I feel Dr, Hickman may have included too meny studies and lost scme

of .the advantages of study in depth which this approach can give. Although this

depth is achieved in some studies these, such as that of Cameroon, are really no more
than short sumaries of particular problems in particular areas and same, such as that
on a famm in Buganda, ask some admirable questions but do not stop to supply the
answers.

like this, nust be resolved in favour of one or the other rather than trying to
preserve both at the same time. Similarly, because the case-studies are grouped
regionally the topics of the studies do not seem to follow enough of a logical progre—
ssion. A very useful concept, however, which does give the bock some ity and does
draw together many of the themes of the studies is that of "arcas of opportinity".

Thebookcontainsalaxgemmberofveryusafulmps and photographs, including
4 ooloured survey map extracts, and these are integrated fairly well into the text.
Therearenanyusefulaervicﬁwithinthetext, many linking up with the map and
thotographs.  Perhaps same of these could have been expanded rather than stating, for
instance, that “Figure 16 that..." and then meking a list which Puplls might feel
they should leayn by heart. Most Bhotographs are well reproduced, although it is a
plty some could not have been larger, The maps are clea.rlydrmn‘andnottoocrmvdai,
although I would have preferred a plainer form of lattering and avoidance at this
level, of the pictorial style of symbols found on some.  Each c¢hapter also contains

~ trade figures for all the comntries dealt with and T found this constant use of the

same kind of statistics rather monotonous especially since, in many African countries,
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In its style, its selection of toplds, lts interest to pupils and teachers
and its variety of stimulating mateiral, this ook is undoubtedly far superior to any
textbook on Africa at present used in East African schools at this lewel. However,
it was obvicusly written mainly for British students; its price is prohibitive for
schools in East Africa, and a brief glance at MAfrica: studies for Fast African
students”, specially written for the new E,A,C.E. syllabus, suggests that Mr. White
has used the case study approach rather rore sSuccessfully, I would, therefore, very
strongly recommend this book for all school libraries (perhaps a mumber of copies
in a library) and to teachers, but do not feel it wlll have much place as a Pupils
textbook in Bast Africa.

Julian Treadaway,
Lecturer in Geography,
Natlonal Teachers' College, Kyaibogo.

HARGRAVE, K. J. - AREA STUDIES IN EAST AFRICAN GEQGRAPHY
Samule Study woak on waps and photoghaphs in prepanation fon the Easi African
Centificate of Education [E.A.C.E.) - Textbook {21} oms by 2§ cma): 94 pp and the
accompanging Map-book (21 cms by 294 oms): 16 maps.
Pubfisher: Heinemann, Nairobi, 1972, Price - Not quoted.

The introduction of the new East Afrlcan Certificate of Education Geography
Syllabus 273 has inevitably created demand for new textbooks and other related
source-materials whose scope, content and approaches must be in line with the modern
techniques of teaching and studying Geograrhy. The arrival of this work is thus
a welcamne feature. '

Using the sample—study approach, the author has selected five sample areas
from Uganda, six from Kenya and six from Tanzania. A wide range of the major
sccic-economic activities and developments within East Africa is presented through
the use of a fairely easy-to—understand and nicely laid-out text. This text is
amply supplemented by 17 maps (12 of these are on the 1:50,000 scale: 3 on the
1:250,000 scale: one on the 1 scale) and 30 photographs taken in the

63,360 : .
sample study areas. With this kind of content, the book therefore attempts to
cover material reguired for Section A - Mapwork and Photograph Interpretation; and
Section B - Fast Africa (Kenya, Tanzawia and Uganda) of Paper I of the Syllabus.

One of the most important features of this hook is the way in which material
has been arranged for the benefit of the students. The chapters are organised in
such a way that they can elther be used in full to give a comerehensive under—
standing of a particular area. The first part of each chapter can be used to
develop the techniques of map and photograph interpretation while the second
concentrates on developing the students' knowledge of the gengraphy of East Africa.
All these are achieved through the use of carefully selected questicns.
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The themes, which are all relevant areas of geographical interest, are
carefully selected to include:

(a}  Repidly developing areas of East Africa, exemplified in the study of
Jinja, Tororo, Mombasa and Arusha;

(b) Traditional agrarian and pastoral communities through the study of
Kigezi, the-Turkana and the Masai;

{c}  Plantation agriculture throuch the Kano Plains, Kericho and Bukcha
studies;

(a) Small holder cash crop farming in those of West Nile, Mianza, Njcmbe
and Perba Island;

(e} Large-scale farming in the Njoro and Masai studies;

(f)  The major mining activities are covered through the study od the Copper
of Kilembc, the Soda of Lake Magadi, the Tin of Kyerwa, the Diamonds
of Mwadui and the coal and iron ore of the Southern Highlands Tanzania;
and .

(g} The funections of a capital city and a Port which are seen through the
study of Dar-os—Salaam and to some extent that of Monbasa.

One can easily criticise this work on the gound that since it has been
published after the East African States "went metric” in all forms of measuraments,
all the maps ought to have had all their contours and spot-heights presented in
metric form.  This, unfortunately, cammot at the moment be the case as the process
of changing over toc the new system is being undertaken by the Lands and Surveys
Department in the respective states and is likely to take some time. Nevertheless,
the author is commended for the effort he has made to try wherever poseible in the
textbook to give the metric ejquivalents of the measurements where these appear.

This I feel, will encourage the users of the bock to make similayr attempts to "think
riztrie’ while using the book material for studying the Geography of East Africa.

Az 18 usually the case with such publications, much of the statistical data
used is already out of date and I would thus caution and advise the students and
other users of the boock to check on the most recent recurds available., There may
not be very significant changes, but the exercise is worth the effort since Geography
is itself as much a dynamic discipline as it deals with dynamic phenavena.

Generally, the book is a welcome addition to the library of geography students and
teachers, and one hopes the price will rnot be 8o high as to discourage the users to
purchase the book,

James Twanga~Lukwadgo
Lecturer in Bducation {Geography Methoxds)
Makerere University, Xampala.





