
HISTORY New courses for Fall 2009 
HIST 110-01 
Intro to Euro Hist: Conflicts & Compromises: The Breaking 
Up and Making Up of Modern Europe, 1789- Present 
Professor Aeleah Soine 
This course will examine the modern history of Europe in the 
context of tensions between Euro-optimism and Euro-
pessimism, which alternately see a unified Europe as the 
inevitable future or an impossible dream. While this debate 
larger focuses on the rise of the European Union after World 
War II, this course will examine its broader historical 
implications for our understanding of European history and 
identity since the French Revolution and Industrial 
Revolutions. We will use primary documents, leading 
historical scholarship, and pieces of literature, multimedia, and 
popular culture to aid in our consideration of shifting internal 
and external borders, stratifying and collapsing systems of 
social hierarchy, and the political and cultural values that 
variably pushed the peoples of Europe closer together to and 
pulled them farther apart from each other and the rest of the 
world. 
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HIST 194-05 
African Life Histories 
Professor Jamie Monson 
This course is an introduction to personal narrative as a 
form of African historical expression.  We will read 
several published life histories, from anthropological 
recordings to slave narratives to autobiography and 
memoir.  We will consult scholarly essays about life 
history as a genre, to help us discuss the methodology 
behind the production of these important texts.  Our task 
is therefore twofold: as we learn about the lives of 
African men and women through their own stories, we 
will also examine the processes through which these 
stories are made available to us.  The format of the 
course will be a discussion seminar, with intermittent 
background lectures where necessary.  
 
 
 



 
HIST 294-01, ENVI 294-02 
The Black Death 

         Professor Ellen Arnold  
From 1347-1350, a great plague swept across Europe, killing an 
estimated 1/3 of the entire human population. As if that wasn’t 
bad enough, the fourteenth century also witnessed animal 
diseases, famines, large-scale climate change, and the human 
crisis of war. This had both immediate and long-term effects on 
medieval Europe, changing daily life, social networks, and 
economic decision making. Understanding the degree to which 
the medieval world was altered by (and survived) this natural 
disaster also offers glimpses of medieval psychology, scientific 
knowledge, spirituality, and aesthetics. We will also set the 
medieval epidemic in its broader context, by discussing 
problems in studying historical plagues and by looking at the earlier outbreak of plague in Europe at the end of the 
Roman Empire. 
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HIST 294-02, RELI 294-02 
Saints and Society in the Middle Ages 
Professor Ellen Arnold  
In the Middle Ages, religious practices and beliefs were deeply integrated 
into the social, political, and economic fabric of society. In this class, we 
will look at medieval saints in order to discuss the character and nature of 
medieval society. Medieval people interacted with saints (both living and 
dead) in fascinating and unique ways. We will discuss the earliest desert 
saints who shaped ideas of Christian holiness, crusading-era ideas about 
the power of saintly intervention in worldly conflict, and medieval ideas 
about miracles, death, and redemption. We will survey the full span of the 
Middle Ages, from the waning of the Roman Empire to the beginnings of 
the Protestant Reformation. 
 
 
HIST 294-03 
Socialism in History and Philosophy 
Professor Peter Weisensel 

This class will study the idea of socialism from its 
earliest forms in ancient times to its present through a 
series of original socialist texts. Two professors, one in 
history and the other in philosophy will teach it. We will 
engage thinkers like Plato, Thomas More, the early 
French communists, the Utopians, Marx and Engels (the 
heart of the course) and their Revisionists, the Fabians 
(an Anglo-Saxon alternative), Lenin and Stalin, the 
Frankfurt School, the socialist feminists, and 
contemporary socialist thinkers. We will study socialism 
critically: we will recognize its strengths but also 
identify its flaws when we see them.  We will 
contextualize these socialist texts, that is, study how 
changes in real-world circumstances change the way 
socialism is written or used. Lastly, we will try to 
understand the gap between socialist theory as written 

by intellectuals and the way socialism is understood by ordinary working people. The class is discussion-based. 
Exams will be in class.  Often students will be expected to lead class discussions. Students who have already taken 
Hist. 255 and Phil. 255 may not take this course. Otherwise, the course is open to all students, first year students 
with the permission of the instructors.  
 
 



HIST 294-04 
Hawai’i: American Colony 
Professor Christine Manganaro  
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HISTORY New courses for Fall 2009 
HIST 294-05 
Captivity and Slavery in the Making of Early American Society 
Professor Andrea Cremer 
This course explores the complex histories of captivity and 
slavery in early America. Rather than focusing solely on 
chattel-based African-American slave institution, the history 
of slavery is taken back to the point of contact between 
European explorers and indigenous Americans. European 
colonists from the fifteenth century onward encountered 
Native American systems of captivity and slavery; the Euro-
American settlers both incorporated and changed Indian 
captivity within their new colonial communities. Captivity 
and enslavement became a dynamic site of cultural conflict 
and exchange in colonial America. With the arrival of 
African slaves in North America in the seventeenth century, 
the history of slavery in American society transformed into a 
complex web of relations between Native Americans, Africans, and European colonists. Systems of slavery and captivity 
effectively acted as borderlands for European, Native American and African societies. This course requires students to 
engage in a critical analysis of slavery and captivity and the ways in which they shaped diverse cultures in North America. 
Specific attention will be given to the intersection of gender and sexuality in captivity and slave systems, and to the 
emergence of racial ideologies and political power in early America. 

HIST 294-07 
German History from Reformation to Unification, 1500-1871 
Professor Aeleah Soine  
How do we understand German history before there was a Germany? This course seeks 
to answer this question by examining key moments in German history beginning with 
the Lutheran Reformation in the sixteenth century and concluding with the creation of 
the German nation-state at the end of its nineteenth-century Wars of Unification. Our 
course materials will include a diverse assortment of scholarly perspectives, political 
and personal documents, and elements of high and popular cultures from Bach and 
Goethe to beer drinking and Grimm's fairy tales. More broadly, we will look at how 
identities (German or otherwise) are constantly shaped by dimensions of gender, class, 
race, ethnicity, religion as well as tensions between nationalism, regionalism, and 
internationalism 

 


