Oct. 13, 2009 (8:30 - 10:30am)      

Communication Tools and Your Internship Program 

We'll explore the new technology that students are using to communicate with each other, including social media, online volunteer management databases and cell phones.  How can your internship program utilize these tools to better serve students and operate more efficiently? Location:  Brain Injury Association of MN, Minneapolis

Present: Lee George, Nikki Emiliusen, Jeannine Harff, Lauren Kavan, Jean Wilhide, Michael Porter, Kay Blassingame, Kathryn Hanna, Andy Guerdet, Jeanne Rasmussen, Jay Haapala, Phyllis Ware, Anna Karena

 

1) Welcome new officers for the 2009/2010 School Year


Lauren Kavan, Co-Chair


Kathryn Hanna, Treasurer


Jay Haapala, Secretary

2) The 2009/2010 schedule was presented to the group.  Members may access the schedule at http://www.macalester.edu/mafel/MAFELMtgSchedule2009-2010.htm
3) Jay will contact members who need to pay their dues.

4) Mike presented the Treasurer’s Report.  

5) The Midwest Cooperative Education and Internship Association Conference is at the RiverCenter, November 1-3.

· Members Kathryn Hanna and Jeanne Tramel-Rasmussen are presenting.

· MAFEL is running an advertisement in the program (this is now confirmed).
· Phyllis reported that if the conference is profitable, MAFEL may receive some of the funds.

6) Communication Tools and Your Internship Program

· First we discussed Wufoo – an online form service Jean uses at the Washburn Center for Children as her intern applications.  The forms go to her email inbox.  The service costs about $10 per month at the level she uses.  

· Jay agreed to upload the membership list and meeting notes to Google Docs.

· At Metro State, Jeannine has most of her program info online.  She just hands out business cards with the web address to students, instead of info packets or folders.

· Facebook:  Some sites use their pages for intern recruitment.  When information is posted on your “wall” your “friends” can see what has been posted.  Pages are designed for organizations and Profiles for people – Pages give you the ability to see demographic information about your “fans”.  We discussed potential drawbacks to the free-flow of information on Facebook.  Negative messages may be associated with your organization or personal profile.  


Privacy is a major issue for students and anyone using Facebook.  It is completely 
customizable, but users must be sure to control their privacy settings.

· Linked In: This service is seen to be more professionally oriented than Facebook, and it operates on the same concept – profiles are linked to each other.  

· Twitter: Short quick messages are shared between followers.  
· Online Video: Video can be shared on Facebook.  We looked at the volunteer orientation video on the Soap Factory’s page.  http://www.volunteersoapfactory.org/new_volunteers.html
See you at the next meeting:

Dec. 8, 2009 (8:30 - 10:30am)    Professional (but casual) Networking
Because this is a crazy busy time for most, this informal gathering provides members the opportunity to discuss whatever is currently relevant or bothersome in your work life.  And, enjoy the company of your wonderful peers.

Location:  Common Roots Café 

2558 S Lyndale Ave
Minneapolis, MN 55405
(612) 871-2360
www.commonrootscafe.com
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