
McGovern challenges Cold War
by Porter McNeil

Under the auspices of the
Hubert H. Humphrey En-
dowed Professorship Fund,
former U.S. Senator and '72
president ial . candidate
George McGovern will speak
on "The Cold War Recon-
sidered" Sunday, May 3, at
7:30 p.m. in Weyerhaeuser
Memorial Chapel.

In a question-and-answer
session, McGovern will also
address domestic issues, in-
cluding the rise of the "New
Right" in American poitics,
from 4 - 4:45 p.m. in the
Chapel Lounge.

The Macalester
Democratic Farmer-Labor
party (MacDFL) will then

meet with him for a private,
informal political discussion
from 4:45 - 5:30 p.m.

McGovern almost did not
come to Mac because the
Humphrey Committee could
not afford his $2,000 speak-
ing fee, according to Dr. Lin-
da O'Leary, Humphrey
Committee member.
Through the efforts of
sophomore Dawn Peterson,
McGovern agreed to come
for $1,400.

Peterson, a former
McGovern Campaign worker
from South Dakota, called a
mutual friend of
McGovern's who persuaded
the former senator into ac-
cepting Mac's offer.

Peterson said that

McGovern is "articulate and
intelligent and experienced,
and will be abe to tell us
where this country is
heading, and why.
Regardless of one's political
leanings," she said, "there
will be something to learn for
everyone."

O'Leary said the Hum-
phrey Committee is "en-
thusiastic because we are
eager to have him speak on
International Affairs. I think
it's magnificent that he's
coming," she said.

McGovern was defeated
last November in his fourth
bid for the Senate. He is now
chairperson of Americans
for Common Sense, a public-
interest group headquartered

in Washington, D.C. Their
purpose is to build a bipar-
tisan counter-force to right-
wing, single issue groups that
have surfaced in American
politics.

In a letter describing hi,
new organization, McGovern
said our political process is
"under attack by a well-
organized, well-financed,
cleverly orchestrated coali-
tion of reactionaries and
extremists—many of them
single-issue zealots."

McGovern contends that a
dangerous turn toward the
"substitution of unthinking
emotionalism and cleverly
marketed extremism for
reason and common sense in
public affairs" is now

poisoning the political
system.

George McGovern

Deadline on
Plaza nears

by Leon Lazaroff
The deadline is ap-

proaching. The final plan for
the Union Plaza will be ready
on Monday.

Community Council
recommendations have been
aired. The Grass Roots
Organization has filed their
petition and is calling for ac-
tive student support. Will the
Union Plaza be a reality, and
if so what will its dimensions
be?

The Union Plaza is one of
Macalester's Campaign for
the '80s development pro-
jects. The original master
plan intended that the Plaza
extend seventy-eight feet
across the grassland in front
of the Student Union. The
master plan, however, is be-
ing revised.

Financial limitations have
forced the Development Of-
fice to seek a reduced Union
Plaza. The Community
Council has recommended
that the Plaza be decreased
to thirty feet in diameter.

The Grass Roots
Organization has recom-
mended that the plan be
abolished.

The Plaza is being fi-
nanced by the Class of 1955.
While the final cost of the
project is unclear, its
estimated expense is between
$10-15,000.

The Community Council
met Thursday night with the
student members of the
Buildings and Grounds Com-
mittee in an effort to better
understand the processes by
which the Plaza plan had
been formulated.

During the Fall of 1979,
the Campus Beautification
Committee, the college's
Trustees and the Community
Council approved the
original landscape plan. In-
itial construction of the
Plaza was intended to begin a
year ago.

Last night, CC passes a
resolution calling for scaled-
down Union Plaza and the
addition of safety lighting,
seating area and bike racks.

"Basically it's a very good
idea to do something with the
front of that building," said
CC President Katie
Houghton. "We may have to
swallow some of our pride
and allow some of the pro-
posal.to go through if we ex-
pect other projects to be
completed in the future."

Student opposition to the
Union Plaza took the form
of a petition generated by the
Grass Roots • Organization
(GRO). The petition, which
obtained 830 signatures, was
given to President John B.
Davis as well as represen-
tatives of the Class of '55.

Kent Buhl of GRO has
called for student activism
through letter writing and
public discussion as a
necessity to stop the con-
struction of the Plaza.
Throughout the week, Buhl
spoke at Saga asking for stu-
dent's support and briefing
them on the Plaza's progress.

"Although I cannot doubt
that proper procedures were
carried out, it must be
recognized that veto is as
much a part of the

Music on the mall

democratic process as
anything else," Buhl said.

Controversy over the
Plaza has also begun to focus
on the effects of long-range
planning concerning campus
development.

"Communication between
all parties has never been
strong," said Jeff Nichols of
the Buildings and Grounds
Committee. "It is even more
unfortunate that CC didn't
bring the proposal before the
students last year."

Council members John
Boynton and Mitch Daniels
declared that communication
between administrators and
students must be improved
and maintained.

"I'd like to know if there
are anymore concrete sur-
prises in store for us in the

future," Daniels said. "The
flagpole wasn't even on the1

master plan."
The Buildings and

Grounds Committee has an-
nounced that a copy of the
master landscape plan will be
placed in "the basement of the
Union.

Student protest over the
proposed Union Plaza had
adverse affects on the total
fundraising for the Cam-
paign for the '80s develop-
ment plan according to the
Development Office.

"Once someone has given
a gift they do not feel good
when that gift is
questioned," said Sandy
Hill, vice-president of
development. "This [student
protest] does not make it
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easy for me to raise money.
All of the points of the plan
are priorities which have
gone though many years of
committee work."

Regardless of the timing of
the student protest, the GRO
maintains that it is never too
late to stop an unpopular
project.

"There is no reason this
Plaza cannot be put off until
we see the completion of
grasslands that have been
proposed," said Jeff Smith,
a member of GRO. "That
money can be better directed.
There isn't a lot of area here
where we can go and just do
whatever we like. There is no
other place on campus with
the same atmosphere as that
land which is to be covered
with concrete."

Friday, May 8, will be the last issue of the Mac
Weekly. Please submit letters and contributions

by Wednesday night. All letters and contributions
must be signed.


