
McGovern pleads for detente
by Ken McGrew

George McGovern, former
senator from South Dakota
and 1972 Democrat ic
presidential candidate, spoke
Sunday at the Chapel on the
mounting arms race and
detente.

Speaking on the topic of
"The Cold War Recon-
sidered," McGovern said
since the dropping of a
nuclear bomb on
Hiroshima," it has seemed to
me that the most urgent task
of statemanship was to find
some way to harness that
power before it breaks out in
such a way as to destroy us
all."

Long ago, both the U.S.
and the Soviet Union "pass-
ed the capacity where they
could absorb a first strike
from the other, and still
re ta l ia te with enough
devastation to destroy the
other side," McGovern said.

McGovern said that when
dealing with the Soviet
Union, the U.S. must "be as
objective as possible in
observing what the Russians
are actually doing, and try
not to confuse that with what
we expect them to do on the
basis of our perceptions."

"As matters stand, our ex-
pectations of the Russians
are powerfully influential by
what we recall from what

we've read of Marx-
ist/Leninism theory, and
also by our own memories of
what we've read and heard of
the brutality."

McGovern said that "it is
also assumed by many of our
policy makers that the Soviet
Union acts on precisely the
same motivations; that any
kind of accomodation with
them would simply set them
on the path of world con-
quest."

McGovern quickly pointed
out that he is not trying to
justify all Soviet actions, but
was trying to understand the
motivations behind their ac-
tions, and how to respond to
them.

"The Soviet Union is not
benign," McGovern said,
"in the sense that they are
lacking any political or
ideological ambition. They
do seek to expand their
power and influence
whenever they can, provided
they can do so without ex-
cessive risk."

At the same t ime,
McGovern believes they are a
peace-loving nation with a
deep seated horror and fear
of war. Implanted in the
minds of the people and their
leaders, " is an innate
knowledge of the horrors of
modern war,"

McGovern thought the

Soviet military buildings
were designed to: 1) maintain
Soviet power over what they
perceive to be a defensive
ring of border nations, 2)
protect the Russians from the
danger of a two front war, 3)
enable the Soviet Union to
claim a role of equality in the
U.S. as a great power, 4) pro-
ject Soviet influence directly
off by proxy in areas of the
third world where this can be
done without excessive risk
or cost.

"It seems to me un-
mistakeable that .while
they're not going to give up
on the desire to be influential
in the third world, that they
also place a high value on
detente with the West and
especially with the U.S.,"
McGovern said.

McGovern said that the
danger of superior relation-
ships lay in: 1) the nuclear
arms race itself and the
threat of catastrophe, 2) the
danger of a weakened
U.S.S.R., or one that
perceives itself as weakened
and will strike out in despera-
tion, 3) a collapse along with
an economic failure that
could result in the Soviet
Union turning to desperate
measures to alleviate these
problems.

"What I am saying here is
that it is not necessry in our

national interests for the
Soviets to perceive that they
are in trouble," McGovern
said.

Economists agree, Mc-
Govern said, "that inflation
began in the U.S. in 1965
when the funding for the
military went up, but taxes
weren't raised. Today, the
military is being built up, and
taxes are being lowered.

"In the abscence of any
negotiated settlement, there
will be no end to the arms
race. If they arm more, we
arm more, carrying both
sides closer to that
unimaginable, but possible
Armageddon, nuclear war,"
McGovern said.

The Forum
A crowd of about 35 peo-

ple gathered to hear
McGovern speak at a forum
held in the Weyerhaeuser
Chapel basement last Sunday
afternoon.

McGovern began the
forum by speaking about two
thoughts that came to him
during his last campaign.

During the campaign, he
thought that neither party
was offering voters a clear
choice on the issues.

He also stated that his last
campaign was the best and
most effectively run ever, but
that he had been targeted for

defeat by the Right. This was
not the main reason for the
loss but it added to every-
thing else, and was the factor
in explaining the outcome of
his campaign, he said.

"I didn't see any counter-
forces to the Right , "
McGovern said. "All the ex-
tremist right wing groups
targeted on four or five
liberal politicians. These
liberal Democrats were
targeted by "a bunch of
dinks," McGovern said.

He said he wants to form a
group to counter these ex-
tremist right wing groups.
His group is called the
Americans For Common
Sense.

One question asked during
the forum was, "How would
the Moral Majority affect
Minnesota, and how can
Americans For Common
Sense stop it?"

McGovern said that if the
Moral Majority can induce
2-5 percent of the people to
change their vote, they can
change the outcome of elec-
tions.

To keep this from happen-
ing, McGovern said groups
must be organized in every
neighborhood. These groups
must be instructed in how to
deal with the right-wing at-
tacks.
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