
Lecture series preview

Liberal Arts-—a balanced diet
by Mark Salzwedel

The faculty has been keep-
ing something from the
students for nine months.
Now a handful of professors
have decided to let the
students in on the mystery:
What does a liberal arts
education mean7

"Food for Your Mind/' a
lecture series on* the role of a
liberal arts education, will
begin Oct. 19 at 12:30 p.m. in
Weyerhaeuser Memorial.
Chapel with Professor
Wayne Roberts' talk titled,.
"Useless Education." The
next three lectures in the
series will be held, at 12:30
p.m. on the following three
Wednesdays.

"You cannot tell today
what sort of things will be
useful tomorrow," Roberts
said. His talk will focus on his
own education "through a
vocational program...We are
trying to avoid teaching skills
that are dated. We try to

place an emphasis on things
that will be useful for a
lifetime/' he said.

The idea of a series began
with an article by Classics
Professor Jerry Reedy in the
January 10,1983 issue of Col-
loquy, a faculty newsletter.
In the article, Reedy tried to
define " l iberal axts
education," and invited other
members of the faculty to res-
pond.

Several professors re-
sponded. They met last
spr ing and decided to bring
their debate to the students,
Roberts said.

Reedy will deliver the se-
cond lecture, 'The Attempt
to Civilize," on October 26.
He goes back to the Greek
origins of liberal arts educa-
tion for his definition. Mac-
alester does not require what
Reedy thinks are the com-
ponents of liberal arts educa-
tion—"the study of literature,
history, philosophy, English
and foreign languages, art,
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some needing money for
emergencies. She also
remembers it being hard to
qualify for loans. And in her
case, to stay in her sorority
and in school she had to sell
her victrola.

Campbell says her years at
Macalester were "the nicest
years Cshe) spent anywhere in
(her) "life/' but she admits
Mac was quite a different
place when she was here.

When Campbell started
teaching in 1924 she
remembers only five build-
ings: Carnegie, Old Main,
Wallace, Kirk and the gym
and pool. The library was a
"dingy little dump" in Old
Main's basement and the re-
quired chapel services were
held on the top floor of Old
Main. Most men roomed and
ate in Kifk, but a few men liv-
ed in part of the East Wing of
Old Main, which they called
"The Aquarium" because .of
the constant leaks from the
shower room. All the women
lived in Wallace and ate in
their own dorm kitchen.

Campbell said because
there was no food service for
the faculty or any
neighborhood restaurants,
the faculty brought* brown
bags. She remembers faculty
listening to "Bambi," a newly,
released children's story. ,

The activism, interna-

Ruth Campbell, 81, has
fond memories of Macalester
and wants to remember the
school in her will?

Campbell, the director of
women's athletics at Mac bet-
ween 1924-1931, recently
donated $1000 to establish an
emergency loan fund for
students caught in financial
binds. Needy students can get
loans up to $300 from the
Dean of Students' Office.
There is no interest on the
loan for the first ninety days.
After 90 days a 5 percent rate
is charged. The loans mustbe
repaid by graduation.

According to Dean of
Students Mary Lundblad, to
use the Campbell Fund a stu-
dent must be in an un-
forseeable emergency. The
new fund allows students to
borrow more money for a
longer period of time than the
already existing student loan
fund. The existing fund lends
out only $25 at zero interest
for 30 days.

Campbell, who resides in
the Presbyterian Home, a
nursing home in north St.
Paul, said she wants to know
where her money is going and
knows Macalester needs aid..
Campbell recalls many
Macalester students working
their way through college and

music, speech, religion and
other subjects that_ have
humanist ic content and
humanistic- methods," he
said.

"Students who do most of
their work in the social
sciences or natural sciences
and take only one humanities
course are awarded a B.S.
degree not a B.A. degree at
most colleges and univer-
sities," Reedy said. "It is un-
fortunate that we have lost
sight of the differences be-
tween bachelor's degrees."

Chemistry Professor
Truman Schwartz's Nov. 2
talk, "Humanizing the Scien-
tists and Simonizing the
Humanists," is on bridging
the gap between science and
humanities.

Schwartz said
"simonizing" is not an ac-
curate term for what needs to
be done to humanities stu-
dents. Simonizing only
touches the surface.

Schwartz says humafiities
students may have further to
go in bridging the gap than
science students. He thinks
scientists at Mac have a
broader concern for culture
and are more broadly
educated in the humani-
ties—more than humanities
students are educated in the
sciences. Despite "Contem-
porary Concepts in Physics"
and several freshman
seminars Jinking the two
disciplines, Schwartz said,
"We have not been able to
make science interesting to
non-scientists."

Schwartz says Macalester
is a suitable place to deal with
the gap. "The process of
bringing the two cultures
together is probably most
likely to succeed at a place
like this," he said.

Julia Friedman, assistant
professor of economics and
business , will speak
November 9 on "Putting

Your Best Foot Forward—In-
to the D o o r . " "This
(Macalester) is a great place
to come if you want to^create
your own job. If you look at
the market in Minnesota, a
huge number of people are
finding jobs in new firms/'
Friedman said. r

In her Nov. 9 speech, Fried-
man will talk about how a
liberal arts education en-
hances ^employment oppor-
tunities.

"You didn ' t come to
Macalester to automatically
get a job with a name/' she
said. Friedman told of a re-
cent. Mac alumna who went
around interviewing prospec-
tive employers. "She looked
at herself as the master of the
process," Friedman said. The
woman found an employer
she liked, created a new job,
and worked at that job for
two months without pay. Af-
ter the two months, she was
hired.

Ex-Mac staffer donates
money to needy students
tionalism, and diversity, with
which Mac promotes itself to-
day were non-existent in the
1920's, Campbell said. She
remembers no poli t ical
organizations or protests.
The popular organizations
were literary societies, which
were "like fraternaties and
sororities;" she said. "They
weren't too literary." Glee
clubs, language clubs and the
debate club, were also
popular. The only interna-
tional students Campbell
remembers were "a few
Chinese students."

The campus was, however,
sexually diverse. Over half
the students were women and
there were many women in
the faculty, she said. In seven
years of teaching Campbell
remembers only two- black
students. She said there was
one studenf, "a beautiful and
talented negro girl" who was
asked to join several literary
societies, but her parents told
her she had to refuse. They-
said men would feel obligated
to escort her and she would
only*be embarrassed. But the"
societies insisted they would
always have someone willing
to escort her and she finally
joined;

Social life for students dur-
ingthe 1920's^was restricted,
she said. There was a 10 p.m.
curfew. When the curfew was
not met students were expell-
ed. The curfew was to pre-
vent students from, among
other , things, going out to
dance. Dancing was "strictly
verboten," Campbell said.
Students often snuck but to
public dance halls a few miles
away, but those who were
caught were "tossed out on
their ears," Campbell said.
Campbell once got in trouble
with Margaret Doty, the
dean of woinen students,
when she let students she was
chaperoning dance at a
private party at a student's

home. Campbell thought
"forbidding dancing was
ridiculous anyway" and, it
was impolite to tell a student's
mother she shouldn't suggest
the students "roll back the
carpet and dance." Campbell
learned later Dean Doty was
only going by the book and
one of the Dean's goals was
to get dancing legalized,
which she later did.

Despite restrictions, men
and women often dated and
Campbell even remembers a
few marriages. But marriage'
was a grounds for discipline
back then, even if as Camp-
bell says "it isn't any of their
business." Besides, she said,
'If you put boys and girls on a
campus together things are
bound to happen." ( -

When Campbell directed
women's athletics at Mac, the
teams didn't compete with
other schools. Campbell said
competition was- emphasized
too much in sports. She
thought the women should
just have fun. The only in-
teraction women athletes had
with other schools was on
"play days," when mixed
teams with women from dif-
ferent schools were formed.

Back then Mac had poor
facilities for women's sports,
Campbell said. The field
hockey team had to play on
the football field (then sur-
rounded by only wooden
bleachers), which was the
wrong size and had the wrongv

markings. One of the most
popular women's activities
was the Aquatic League.
Campbell directed under-
water ballet and swimming
shows^She said she risked the
lives of the swimmers by us-
ing breakable underwater
electric lights.

As a self-described "young
and brash" athletic director
Campbell persuaded the col-*
lege to require all students to
pass a swimming test before

graduation. She said in a state
with so many lakes it is a risk
that, after students worked
through four years of college,
they could drown.

Campbell remembers tht
required- gym clothing for
women as an example of
Macalester's conservatism.
Most women at other colleges
could wear ankle socks and
the newly fashionable shorts.
But Dean Jones insisted
knee-length knickers. He also
insisted Cajnpbell's stockings
be above-the-knee. There
were to be "no bare knees on
this campus," Campbell said.
Campbell told the Dean this
was old fashioned and unen-
forceable. He told her to
follow the rules, or he would
find someone who would.

Campbell left Mac in 1931
to get her Masters in Physical
Education at Columbia, in
New York. When she com-
pleted her work the depres-
sion limited her employment
to Work Projects Administra-
tion jobs which included
teaching skating and laying ,
out ski trails. She later taught
in North "Dakota and at the
University of New Mexico
and worked for the YWCA
before going to the Mayo
Clinic, in Rochester, Min-
nesota to study physical
therapy. During World War
IL she practiced physical,
therapy in New Guinea and
the Philippines. After "the
war she moved to San Diego
and worked for a group of or-
thopedic surgeons and later '
retired. Last July Campbell
moved to the Presbyterian 1
Home on Lake Johanna, in St.
Paul, where she can be found
paddling her own canoe on(
sunny days.
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