
Liberal arts discussed at town meeting
by Mark Salzwedel

The longest discussion at
an unusually well-attended

- Town Meeting yesterday cen-
tered on the effect of the new
entrepreneurship program on
Macalester's liberal arts tradi-
tion

In response to a question
by President John. B. Davis,
Jr., a student responded that
he thought that the entre-
preneur program is getting
Macalester away from the
humanities.

"I think it's possible that
the reverse can happen," said
Barbara Klemme, assistant to
the president. If spmeone is
doing an assignment related
to entrepreneurship, Klemme

reasoned, they are going to
need specific expertise, and
will take courses to make up
for the deficiencies in their-
education that they discover.
"It can stimulate you to
broaden your education/' she
said.

Klemme went'on to dispel a
popular misconception about
the entrepreneurship pro-
gram. Being an economics

-major is not required for par-
ticipation in the program, she
said. Macalester graduates in
entrepreneurial jobs are not
just economics majors, she
added. "They're all over the
map."

The first part of yesterday's
Town Meeting was devoted
to the subject "Liberal Arts

and the Direction of Mac-
alester." The first question
asked about new directions
the administration would be
announcing in the soon to be
published Prospectus. Vice-
President for Academic Af-
fairs Jack Rossmann said, "At
this point, I don't see any
dramatic changes."

Rossmann said Macalester
was going to change its em-
phasis in three areas in the
coming years: more emphasis
on technology, interna-
tionalism, and utilizing the
metropolitan location of
Macalester.

President Davis then advis-
ed the students present to at-
tend the Wednesday lunch-
hour convocation series.

Dean of Students Mary Lund-
blad said that lunch hours
had been extended at Kagin
Commons so that students at-
tending the speeches would
be able to eat afterward.

When asked if the admini-
stration was currently con-
sidering changing distribu-
tion requirements, Vice-
President Rossmann said he
has received no such pro-
posals and added, "That's not
likely to happen/' President
Davis said that what .was
needed was "a more direct
relationship between faculty
advisors and students."

Klemme later described her
experiences at a recent con-
ference she attended. She
spoke before representatives

from several large corpora-
tions, such as 3M and Honey-
well, to "sell the use of
Macalester as a liberal arts
college." She said she was
"real ly getting at the
employability of liberal arts
(students)."

Klemme listed good com-
munication skills, comfor-
tableness Tvith ambiguity,
and adaptability and flexibili-
ty as skills taught at Mac. The
response of the corporate
representatives, she said, was
essentially, "If your grad-
uates are so good, why don't
we know about it?" Klemme
said, "We have some work to
do...in helping you to express
that."

news briefs
CC takes action on
custodial problem

by John Coffey

-#-.

Last night Community Council (CC) addressed
the issue of unfair custodial conditions. CC cannot
take action now but will attempt to confront
Macalester's administration soon.

Senior David Gandara urged CC to involve itself
in the custodial staff problems addressed in the
September 23 Mac Weekly. He said the Council
could "play a unique, vital role as mediator" for the
custodians. The administration, he said, was "insen-
sitive in repressing a particular body. They (the
custodians) are people and deserve recognition,"
Gandara said.

Residence Hall Policy Commission (RHPC)
member Kevin Landgraver agreed CC should take
action but said there was little CC could do. For ex-
ample RHPC can't do anything about the custodians'
late, hours and extra night duties he said, "We're

'hogtied. We can only push the administration (to
support the custodians)." He suggested Gandara
gather more information before CC tries to take of-
ficial action. CC voted to delegate the issue to the
Student Services Commission.

CC passed one bill last- night, the (Chip)
Bender-(Elliot) Levine resolution:—making Dr.
Martin Luther King's birthday a CC holiday. On the
third Monday in January all CC offices will be closed
and meetings cancelled. Also the CC office staff will
have a paid day off, they will get paid for the work
they do after hours.

Faculty replacement
requests evaluated

by Susan Lowry
Curriculum Committee continued its review

Tuesday of departmental requests to continue or
add staff positions.

The mathematics department requested renewing'
two existing positions and making them tenure-track
positions. The sociology, Spanish, speech com-
munications departments^sked to replace departing'
faculty members . Poli t ical science re-
quested adding a position to the department.

The mathematics department proposal said the
department could not offer a computer studies ma-
jor if neither position were renewed because no ad- \
vanced courses would be taught. The proposal, as
reported by committee member Pat Peterson,
^linguistics professor, also said the department
would not cut any courses, but classes would be
larger if the request was denied. Because of inter-
departmental obligations, the statistics and calculus

lr classes are already very large. "After talking to John
Schue (mathematics) I was convinced that they really
need three positions but are only asking for two,"
Peterson said.

*•/- The sociology department asked to replace retir-
'-' ing Professor Irwin Rinder. Currently the depart-
^ ment has only two sociologists, Jeff Nash and Michal

McCall" who are able to teach core sociology
courses. Professor Mike Obsatz teaches Human Ser-

1 vices courses. The department wants someone who
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could balance the department by offering a com-
parative, international perspective and by teaching
quantitative methods. The proposal also said a
fourth faculty member might add support to the Law
and Society and East Asian studies majors. Commit-
tee member Dan Balik said, "It sounds as if they want
six or seven people for this one position."

Martin Gunderson (philosophy) wondered if the
sociology and anthropology departments could be
combined since the anthropology department also
concentrates on American society. "I look in the
catalogue and see the anthropology department of-
fers a course called Cultural Life History.. .it seems to
me that that's the same kind of research Michal Mc-
Call does," Gunderson said: The committee agreed
to have committee member Tim Ramer talk to Pro-
fessor Jeff Nash, sociology department chair, for
clarification of his position.

The Spanish department requested a replacement
for retiring'Professor Donald Fabian. If the position
is not filled, the department will have only two
members next year. This would "eliminate the major
in a short time," Biology Professor Mark Davis
said. Davis presented the request.

The speech communication and dramatic arts-
department also requested replacing a third member
of the speech communication half of the department.
A third member is necessary to maintain the highly
visible forensics and debate program, committee
chair Micheal Keenan s.aid.

The political science department 'also requested
an additional start position. The department wants a
sixth staff member in order to add an extra section to
the introductory courses, "Introduction to Political
Analysis" and "American Politics."

Their proposal also said they wanted to add a
course on state and local government to augment
their courses on American politics.

The committee agreed to make final recommenda-
tions on these requests next week.

Internationalism
includes Olympics

by Paul Williams
The 1984 Olympics are still a ways off, but Olym-

pic games will take place at Macalester.
Sunday, October 23, from 1:00 to 4:00, the Inter-

national Center and the International Students
Organization are co-sponsoring an International
Olympics, on Shaw Field.

Unlike the modern Olympics, this will contain
physically and mentally demanding events such as
the Micronesian Egg Toss, backgammon and an in-
ternational trivia contest. Ten events will take place.

Teams will consist of three men and three women, -
with no more than 50 percent from any one country.
Bonnie Johnsen, foreign student advisor, says this is
to encourage International and U.S. students to
share in the events.

Members of the administration-will act as of-
ficials. After the competition, Vice President of
Academic Affairs Jack Rossmann and Dean of
Students Mary Lundblad will award prizes of
T-shirts, coffee mugs and frisbees. In case of rain, the
activities will be moved inside the Field House.

Mac education
not "useless"

by Mark Salzwedel
Around 60 people, almost equally divided be-

tween faculty, staff and students, attended Professor
Wayne Roberts's speech, titled "Useless Education"
Wednesday in the Chapel.

Roberts's ̂ speech, the first in the "Food for Your
Mind" series on liberal arts education, dealt with his
schooling, which he said "focused on vocational
training."

Roberts hoped the audience would be able to con-
trast his training-oriented education with the liberal
arts education offered by Macalester.

While growing up in Cicero, II., Roberts had to
write a career notebook. He chose an easy topic and
wrote about electrical engineering.

Roberts's high schooLemphasized shop programs,
so he took two years of vocational shop. He never
had a course in history, music or a foreign language.

In community college, Roberts continued study-
ing electirical engineering. After an internship with
Commonwealth Edison "climbing in and out of
manholes" he said he "decided that that wasn't what
(he) wanted to do with (his) life." :;

He changed to mathematics and went to the
University of Wisconsin for graduate school. "In
grad school you don't get education, you get train-
ing," Roberts said.

Numerous debates with a UW political science
professor, Roberts said, opened up a new world to
him. "That was the beginning of my education," he
said. "I began to realize how narrow my horizons
were...(my vocational training) cheated me out of
any idea of historical perspective.. .cheated me out of
any understanding of music."

Next Wednesday's convocation will include a
speech by Classics Professor Jerry Reedy, titled "The
Attempt to Civilize." Reedy's speech, at 12:30 in the
Chapel, will be the second of series.

corrections
The Weekly will print cor-

rections to all misleading or
incorrect stories or headlines
in this space.

Address comments to
Gretchen Legler, editor, Mac
Weekly, 1600 Grand Ave.,
St. Paul, MN 55105.

In the Oct. 7 Mac Weekly
the Community Council
meeting brief said CC ap-
proved its 1983 constitution
as printed in the student
handbook. The motion was
moved, but failed.

• In the Oct. 14 Mac Weekly
CO meeting brief the Com-
stitution Revision Task Force
and the Student Judicial
Council were referred to as
the Constitutional Review
Committee and the Judicial
Board respectively.


