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Speakers defend conservative
policy for Central America

by Paul Williams
Before a highly emotional

crowd of 20, Enrique Serra
and Frank Graves attempted
to justify United States policy
in Central America at Tues-
day night 's College
Republican meeting.

Serra, State Chairman of
the Republican Hispanic
Assembly and "personal
witness to the Cuban
totalitarian state/' began his
presentation with a quote
from Abraham Lincoln: "You
can fool all of the people some
of the time and some of the
people all the time, but you
cannot fool all the people all
of the time." Serra said Com-
munist propaganda deludes
the American people and
news media.

Serra then presented a Cen-
tral American version of the
domino theory. He said if the
United States does not help El
Salvador, Cuban and Russian
Marxists will infiltrate and
overthrow Guatemala, Hon-

duras and Costa Rica, respec-
tively. Next they will seize
control of the Panama Canal
and Mexico's oil fields.
"Venezuelan oil may also be a
prime target," Serra said.

He said El Salvador is not
another Vietnam because it is
in our backyard, has no
jungles and has fewer guer-
rillas. The audience jeered.

Directing his attention to
Nicaragua, Serra compared
the current Communist
regime to the Somozan
regime. After citing "alarm-
ing" 1983 evidence from an
(undetermined) Human
Rights Commission of
Nicaragua which described
"106 cases of torture, 15 unac-
counted deaths and 984
prisoners," Serra said the
human rights situation,
especially for the Miskito
Indians, is much worse now
than under Somoza.

Serra ended his speech by
quoting a religious appeal
made by a recently freed
Cuban poet.

Frank Graves, Republican
National Committeeman
from Minnesota and member
of Economics Laboratory, a
chemical engineering systems
company, spoke next.

Familiar with Central
America through extensive
business dealings. Graves
was asked by a number of
congressmen to visit El
Salvador to discover what
was really happening, he
said. While in El Salvador,
Graves made private contacts
with businessmen, soldiers,
government leaders, students
and peasants.

He admitted, however, he
"did not talk to the guerrillas
even though I had the oppor-
tunity to do so because I knew
it (their position) already. It's
published there (in El
Salvador) and in the United
States every day."

After spending some time
on the horrors of Cuban com-
munism, Graves asked the
audience some questions.
"Do you believe that there is a

Frank Graves

civil war in El Salvador?" he
asked. Answering yes to any
question meant "you had
been doped," he said.

Serra said, "NBC, ABC,
newspapers and front
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organizations are all wrong.
They're telling lies to the
American people."

Cont. on pg. 7

U.S.-Soviet situation described as precarious
by John Coffey

Peace between the United
States and the Soviet Union is
not a Utopian vision but a
reachable and necessary goal,
Hubert Humphrey Visiting
Professor Marek Thee said.

Thee, senior research
fellow for the International
Peace Research Institute in
Oslo, Norway, lectured on
The State of the Globe—
Rethinking Problems of the
Arms Race last night in
Weyerhaeuser Chapel.

Thee thinks the power to
stop the "insane momentum"
of arms buildups is "com-
petitively weak." None-
theless, because oi past
diplomatic developments, lie
thinks "sound political think-
ing should be able to defeat ir-
rational behavior."

He described the arms race,
which he called a crisis, as one
of both peril and opportuni-
ty. While it presents the pros-
pect of global destruction, the
arms race allows man to "use
the forces of reason, not for
destruction but for the im-
provement of the human con-
dition," Thee said.

He said the two nations
have never fought directly
against each other and there
"exist only little incom-
patibilities" between the two.
He said the loosening of So-
viet control on Poland is "an
encouraging example of the
existing potential for peace."

He emphasized, though,
that the United States and
Soviet Union are in a pre-

carious situation. "We have
maybe a few years, barring
an accident, before the crisis
explodes," he said.

Because both sides are
capable of "a paralyzing
retaliatory blow" in response
to a first strike there is a thin
balance between peace and
war, he said. He considers
now the time when people
"should activate their con-
cerns and stimulate informed
debate." He said the "intellec-
tual community has a special
responsibility" to address the
issue. t

He harshly criticized the
argument favoring "deter-
rence." The arms race, he

said, has decreased, not in-
creased, international stabili-
ty since "the consequences of
nuclear weapon use cannot be
predicted."

He also cited evidence from
the first Strategic Arms
Limitation Talks [SALT I]
that there is "no military
defense against nuclear wea-
pons." A strike-free nuclear
system, he said, "creates in-
creasingly destructive re-
taliatory measures." He cited
a United Nations study in-
dicating that, while based on
defense, deterrence "relies on
offensive capabi l i t i es . "
Moreover the efficiency and
power of these weapons have

"grown immensely," com-
pensating for decreases in
arsenal size.

He called the suport for
weapons buildups "the most
dangerous connective fallacy
that exists."

He also said it is no coin-
cidence that religious com-
munities in the United States
have condemned the arms
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Student assaulted
in library stacks

by Mike Booth
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A Macalester woman was
sexually assaulted by a St.
Paul resident as she studied in
the library Thursday after-
noon.

Senior Barb Heers was
studying at the desks in the
southwest corner of the
fourth flo.or stacks about 3:00
pm. A man was sitting at the
desk facing hers. Heers said
she noticed him getting up to
get books now and then.

"The next thing I know, his
hand is on my crotch," Heers
said. She said he had crawled
underneath the desks to touch
and grab her.

Heers stood up and the
man began apologizing and
returned to his side of the
stacks, she said. She got her
things together and left to
look for the man, who had
left the floor she was on.
Heers said she walked down
to the lobby and continued
toward the library entrance,
where she saw him standing.

Heers said she grabbed the

man and began yelling for
someone to call a safety of-
ficer. The man pushed her
away and began running.
Freshman Chris Ballard heard
Heers yelling and chased the
man.

"We chased him down Lin-
coln Avenue," Heers said.
"Terry Gorman (assistant
director of Physical Plant)
was standing near Old Main
and saw him. We all caught
up with him on Macalester
Street near St. Clair Avenue.'
He as not violent. He was
very passive. He was just ex-
hausted when we caught
him." Heers said they held the
man until the St. Paul Police
arrived.

Heers said the man was
booked on a felony charge of
sexual assault.

Heers was not physically
harmed by yesterday's inci-
dent. "I was a litt le
unsettled," she said. "I mean,
Thursday afternoon in the
library, you know, a quiet
study afternoon, this thing is
kind of unsettling."


