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Legal expert believes that
privacy is a public concern

by Damian Murphy
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Alan Westin, professor of law and government at Columbia University.

Alan F. Westin told a
Macalester audience last
night that he considered
Richard Nixon his patron
saint. ByJ he was only half
serious.

Westin, a professor of Law
and Government at Colum-
bia University, told an au-
dience of more than one hun-
dred in the Weyerhaeuser
Chapel Thursday night that
before Nixon and Watergate
it was difficult to
demonstrate that govern-
ment could violate an in-
dividual's privacy. After
Nixon, he said, "it was never
hard to prove."

Professor Westin's lecture

"The Future of Privacy in an
Information Rich Decade"
marked the climax of a three-
day appearance by Westin
under the auspices of the
Third Annual G. Theodore
Mitau Endowed Lectureship.

Changing technology and
i ts effec t on privacy have
long been Westin's area of
expertise. As a consultant on
the subject of privacy, he has
worked for IBM, the New
York Assembly and the
United Nations Commission
on Human Rights. He has

' also been Chairman of the
Privacy Committee of the
American Civil Liberties
Union.

The future of privacy will
not be an easy one, Westin

said. "I believe we are where
we are today not by the smile
of God, but, like most civil
liberties, through activism.

"I'm concerned," Westin
said, "that there are com-
peting values coming up. For
example: the Reagan ad-
ministration is trying to
unleash the intelligence agen-
cies.

"Privacy has come to catch
what liberty means in a
modern democracy," he said.
"I think it's going to take
twice the effort just to stay
where we are."

Westin will chair a panel
discussion on "Student Con-
cerns About Issues Of Infor-
mation and Privacy" today
at 1:30 p.m. in the Chapel.

Task force to take a final vote
by Kate Havelin

The Macalester decision-
making task force will vote
on its final recommendations
today.

The task force, composed
of seven students* three ad-
ministrators, two faculty and
two staff members, studied
ways the school could im-
prove how decisions are
made.

The group recommended:
• students, faculty and staff
representatives meet with
President John B. Davis' ex-
ecutive staff once a month to
discuss issues the executive
staff are working on
• the college's board of
trustees invite elected

representatives for students,
staff and faculty to all board
meetings and that these non-
voting representatives sit at
the t rustees ' table
• Davis discuss potentially
unpopular decisions with
people who will be affected
by those decisions before he
announces the decisions
• the President's Staff Ad-
visory Council study staff
rights to freedom of expres-
sion. Presently, the staff
handbook does not include
any formal statement regar-
ding those rights. The task
force referred PSAC to the
student handbook which lists
freedom of expression among

.students' rights and respon-
sibilities

• PSAC examine the
grievance procedure which
staff can use if they feel
threatened by supervisors,
other staff, or faculty or
students
• a student hall director
replace the (non-student) hall
director on the Residence
Hall Policy Commission, a
student-run group which sets
dorm policies
• all major committee
minutes be kept in the library
so all members of the college
can read them
• all committee members
attempt to keep their consti-
tuents informed of commit-
tee discussions and decisions
• the task force meet next
year to see whether its

Journalist claims coverage of
Latin America inadequate

by Barb Bremner
Many Americans do not

understand the Vietnam-like
situation in El Salvador, an
American journalist said
Thursday night.. . . . . . .

"U. S." media and its
Coverage of Latin America
News" was the title of a
speech given by Penny Ler-
noux Thursday night to 150
people in Olin Auditorium.
Lernoux is^from the United
States and has lived in Col-
umbia, South America, the
last 20 years. She has
reported on Latin American
affairs since 1962.

"Communicate is the key
word. Although we are bom-
barded with information
many people are unin-
formed, misinformed or just
plain confused. Case in point
would be the present political
situation in Central America.
On these tours I'm repeatedly
asked the same questions,
'What is really happening
there7 Who can we believe7'
Obviously many Americans
do not believe what they

read in the newspapers/' she
said.

Lernoux stated several'
reasons why the public
should question the reports
they receive from the media.
"I have attended hemisphere
summits during which the
Washington Press Corp
refused to interview a single
Latin American. 'We get the
State Department's briefs,'
they explained.

"I looked at a lot of slums
but 1 never really saw them
and I certainly never listened
to them," Lernoux said.
"Looking back I mostly
remember the gatherings of
U.S. journalists at hotel
bars...We relied on the same
sources for our stories, wrote
more or less the same
stories."

"For many Latin American
reporters the alternatives fac-
ing them in this period are
much more difficult than the
challenges facing us, their
U.S. colleagues. If they tell
the truth they are likely to be
arrested, tortured, and kilt-
ed."

Lernoux said Americans
should pressure U.S. media
to expand its coverage of
Latin America. She said
reporters must begin listen-
ing to Latin Americans and
exposing-the-realities of their
situations. "We have the
responsibility to listen to
what the Latin Americans are
saying, and I mean all Latin
Americans, not just govern-
ment officials and wealthy
businessmen," Lernoux said.

"What of our values in the
United States? Call it
religion, ethics, morals. We
seem to have achieved a total
divorce between the values
we claim and our everyday
lives," Lernoux said of
American treatment of Latin
America. "We are moving in-
to a Vietnam-like situation in
El Salvador and many
Americans do not unders-
tand what is happeining."

recommendations have im-
proved the colege's com-
munications

"We've certainly covered a
lot of bases—all of them
dealing with informaiton,
communication and persua-
sion," Speech Professor Scott
Nobles, a member of the task
force, said.

Although most of the
recommendations concern
communications, the task
force did consider a student
proposal which called for
greater changes in the ad-
ministrative structure.

Students, angered by
Davis' decision eliminating
fall break, wrote a plan re-
questing that all members of
the college community have

greater access to informa-
tion, more clearly defined
roles in decision-making and
the right to review and veto
administrative decisions.

The recommendations the
task force adopts will go to
Davis for approval.

"I think he should accept
the r ecommenda t ions / '
Nobles said. "I think it very
likely that he will."

Nobles said he was
satisfied with the talks. 'The
only people who have any
cause to be disappointed are
those who harbored hopes
that we would make major
changes. And that simply
didn't happen."

American journalist Penny Lernoux.
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