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The issues before the Economic and Social Council Plenary are: International Cooperation for Migration Management, Global Management of Water and Other Resources, and Review of the Role of Civil Society in the United Nations System. Although themes of the aforementioned topics run throughout many aspects of UN work, the rapidly changing force of globalisation is such that it necessitates their frequent reassessment. As former Secretary General Kofi Annan stated in 2000, “It has been said that arguing against globalisation is like arguing against the laws of gravity”. The Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka urges the committee to consider the following topics in their contemporary contexts of globalisation, particularly concerning terrorism.

I. International Cooperation for Migration Management

Sri Lankans are well known for our international presence; approximately four percent of our compatriots currently live abroad, according to the IMF Working Paper No. 07/22, thus contributing to the societies of their host countries and to the development of their homeland through regular remittances. The remittances Sri Lanka receives as a migration-supplying country benefit our economy as a stable form of foreign finance. We refuse, however, to sacrifice the human rights of our brothers and sisters working abroad in order to gain the economic advantages. To counter the exploitation of migrant labour associated with globalization, Sri Lanka urges all countries to sign on to the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families (ICMW). Although this convention was established with A/RES/45/158, its adoption has been insufficient. If member states agree to join this convention, Sri Lanka believes that many of the migration issues facing our globalised world can be resolved.

As H.E. Prasad Kariyawasam cites in his keynote UN address on globalization, migration and human rights in November 2007, over 200 million migrants live worldwide; approximately fifty percent are women. However, the migration practices affecting the livelihood of these people, a population that is larger than that of all but four countries, are contradictory. While the freedom to migrate offers recipient countries the opportunity to hire low-priced labour and offers migrants the opportunity to hold employment and send funds back to their home countries, this freedom has come at the cost of our workers’ human rights. Human beings cannot be traded.

Although the UN member states have agreed to multiple acts concerning migration,
 no treaty is more comprehensive on the subject than the ICMW. Sri Lanka is convinced that this treaty, if implemented properly, will address the issues of migrant rights in the best manner possible. In 2007, our support led H.E. Kariyawasam to serve as chair of the body that monitors the implementation of the treaty, based on his conviction that the treaty focuses on human dignity and human rights in the face of present and future migration trends (as stated in his keynote address).

Hostile measures undertaken by certain states to regulate migration, including rigid border controls and employment restrictions, have not proven effective management. Often, such measures put the migrant at greater risk. The 2005 UN World Summit and the UN High-Level Dialogue on International Migration and Development were concerned with economic aspects of migration, which, while imperative, fail to address the particular human aspects.

As we approach the 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Sri Lanka asks that member states consider a human rights-based approach to migration management by ratifying the ICMW. To date, no Western state, and none of the major receiving states, have ratified the treaty, though the protection of migrant workers may be of even greater importance in the labour-receiving states than in the labour-sending states. Among our globalised, inter-connected societies and economies, migration is inevitable; states must ratify the treaty to take the necessary steps to ensure the protection not just of migrants in their countries, but to make the protection of their citizens abroad a norm. As H.E. Kariyawasam stated in his keynote address, we must make “every effort to treat migrants, in particular migrant workers and their families, as human being with equal rights, wherever they live and wherever they come from. Anything less, we fail as fellow human beings.”
II. Global Management of Water and Other Resources

The Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka recognizes the importance of effectively managing water and other resources, as it believes water is a right of every person and it understands the links shared between the scarcity of these resources to poverty, lack of development and conflicts. In a report prepared by UNESCO, Sri Lanka has been credited with progress in achieving target 10 of goal 7 in the Millennium Development Goals, which deals with water supply. This highlights the responsibility the Sri Lankan government has taken to ensure that it effectively manages water supplies and successfully provides clean and safe water to our people. In an effort to further improve its efforts to provide clean water, Sri Lanka has jointly proposed a project with the Asian Development Bank, which will improve water supply and wastewater management in the northern capital Jaffna, thereby improving the standard of living for civilians. This project is important to Sri Lanka as it will not only help increase living standards, but will also help reduce the dependence of the region on a single canal, which the terrorist organization the LTTE once blocked. Therefore, it will help avoid terrorist control of water in the region.

Despite our efforts with the Asian Development Bank to improve water management in Jaffna, the control of water sources in other areas by the terrorists continues to require our government to engage in conflict to ensure our citizens, not the LTTE terrorists, have access to resources. As recently as February 29, 2008, the Sri Lankan army defended water resources in the northern Mannar area against the LTTE. We cannot ignore the significant role that water management plays in conflict, as former Secretary General Kofi Annan emphasised in 2002 when he asserted that “Fierce national competition over water resources has prompted fears that water issues contain the seeds of violent conflict.” Sri Lanka thus urges the committee, when considering the topic of Global Management of Water and Other Resources, to address how to improve water management specifically in conflict situations.
III. Review of the Role of Civil Society in the United Nations System

The maximization of the effectiveness of civil society occurs not through independent action but through collaboration with state government. For this reason, Sri Lanka believes that the role of civil society in the United Nations system should largely occur through the representation by states of civil society interests. Certainly, in order for states to advocate the interests of civil society on an international level the state must facilitate the development of civil society on a national level. Over the past decade, the Sri Lankan government has actively developed and engaged civil society through the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) and the 2004 National Advisory Council for Peace and Reconciliation (NACPR). We urge other member states to consider these examples of effective collaboration between government and society as they decide how to best represent civil society in the United Nations. 
Sri Lanka made progress toward integrating government and civil society with the 2004 SAARC Social Charter, signed in Islamabad at the 12th SAARC Summit. The charter’s objective is to enhance the quality of life of South Asians, to further economic growth and facilitate cultural development. SAARC countries can achieve these goals only through the collaboration between, not opposition of, government and civil society. As the former Sri Lankan Minister of Foreign Affairs Lakshman Kadrigamar stated at the Summit, the charter seeks to make the SAARC “equitable and representative of the people of South Asia” by bringing “the government and civil society together to address vital social problems”.  Through the involvement of civil society via charters such as this one, Sri Lanka desires to unite the agendas of both the government and civil society. By gaining access to the views of civil society, the government can better aid our citizens and represent their interests on the international level.
In Sri Lanka, a state under the assault of ruthless terrorists, engaging civil society through the NACPR has been particularly important. The NACPR brings the federal government together with religious leaders and society leaders. As former president Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga, who was instrumental in forming the council, stated, the union of government and civil society is a foundation for “not only once talks begin but even before they can get started.” In her letter to the opposition of NACPR, former president Kumaratunga emphasised the importance of civil society involvement to “continually keep the country and its representatives informed of the progress and issues of the Peace Process on one hand, and on the other for the government to obtain the views of the country”.

Sri Lanka believes that it has found an effective balance between the advantages of civil society’s involvement and the responsibility of the national government to do what is best for its citizens. We in no way desire to pass the responsibility of the government to resolve conflicts and issues onto society; however, the input and perspective of civil society is valuable to consider when forming policy. Given the importance we place on civil society and the ultimate responsibility of the government to do what is best for the country, Sri Lanka urges the involvement of civil society in the United Nations to be mainly through member states, rather than independently. 
� Including: International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the International Convention on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, the Convention Against Torture, and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, and the Convention on the Rights of the Child.





