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“Economies are expanding at a virtually unprecedented rate. At the same time we can characterize our age as one of exploding inequalities arguing that the poorest are not benefiting from globalisation”, according to United Nations Development Program’s Director Kemal Dervis (December 2006 address). While The Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka shares Director Dervis’ concerns, we strongly believe that globalisation has the potential to bring about change in areas of literacy, illicit drug trade and cultural property. Former Secretary General Kofi Annan said of these issues in his message for the New Millennium, “Even the strongest state, acting alone, may not be able to protect its citizens against them. More than ever before in human history, we all share a common destiny. We can master it only if we face it together.  And that, my friends, is why we have the United Nations” (December 31, 1999). The GA Third Committee with its pledge to deal with pressing issues in the areas of Social, Humanitarian and Cultural Rights is in an excellent position to generate positive change in all nations of the world. This will only occur if we embrace the phenomena of globalisation as an opportunity to form global coalitions. Sri Lanka urges member states to learn from each other’s experiences and to take the current preoccupation and impact of globalisation as an impetus to think in new ways about events in the past to reshape the present and construct a better future. 
I. Evaluation and Implementation of the United Nations Literacy Decade
Since the Proclamation of the United Nations Literacy Decade by Resolution A/RES/56/116 (December 2001) the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka has never ceased its efforts to confront the specific challenges of our nation during this decade through the creation and implementation of specific policy. Sri Lanka has made education a top policy priority and has achieved the Universal Primary Education goals for adult literacy and gender parity.  Sri Lankan Minister of Education Susil Premajayantha said at the 34th UNESCO general conference, “We believe that education is one of the most powerful tools that can be utilised to effect change and, promote peace and understanding amongst people. It is little known that Sri Lanka has maintained comprehensive systems of free education and national health, throughout the years of the conflict even in the areas dominated by the Tamil Tiger terrorists”. The World Bank 2007 Sri Lanka country report highlights the fact that we have already accomplished most of the Millennium Development Goals in Education. This report has been used as a framework to strengthen areas such as the enforcement of compulsory school attendance through ninth grade and the passing rate of the General Certificate of Secondary Education exam. We have implemented two key projects through the work of the National Education Commission (NEC). The first targets students transitioning to Formal School; the NEC provides non-school going children with literacy classes preparing them for formal education. The second program provides literacy skills for women who are going abroad for foreign employment. The objective of this programme is improving the skills of reading and writing within eighteen days with assistance of exceptional teaching methods. In response to the call for action of Resolution A/RES/61/140 of January 30th 2007, Sri Lanka has extended its collaboration with educational institutions for the benefit not only of Sri Lanka’s citizens but also of some of our neighbours that are still at disadvantage. In 2001 Sri Lanka’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs established the Technical Cooperation Programme, which offers assistance and general training skills to developing countries in the South Asian and South East Asian regions in various fields including education. We recently decided to extend this programme to the Pacific Island developing countries. However, while Sri Lanka is working heavily within South East Asia to improve education programs, we stress that this effort requires the support of the entire international community. Sri Lanka believes that the creation of a global education forum, with the use of annual reports in order to record progress within areas of literacy and general education, is necessary for the collective improvement of educational practices.

II. Combating the Spread of Illicit Drugs

As a signatory to the Single Convention on Narcotics Drugs (1961), the Convention on Psychotropic Substances (1971), and the United Nations Convention against Illicit Trafficking Narcotics Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (1988), Sri Lanka recognises its obligations and reaffirms its participation in the international community’s fight against the cultivation, use and worldwide trade of drugs. The government of Sri Lanka continues to find new approaches for the implementation of policies and campaigns to reduce both the supply and the demand of illegal drugs. In fact, according to a 2005 UNODC report, Sri Lanka’s record on demand reduction is currently among the best in South Asia. Unfortunately, Sri Lanka’s ability to address drug concerns effectively has dramatically diminished in the face of political violence led by the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) terrorist organization over the past two decades. In two respects, this has hurt the national drug effort in Sri Lanka. First, it has meant that already limited resources are primarily focused on fighting against acts of terror. Second, the strong presence of the LTTE in Sri Lanka has also meant a large movement of heroin, opium, and other illegal drugs through Sri Lanka ports as a means of funding their terror activities. Rohitha Bogollagama, the Sri Lankan Foreign Minister, described this relationship when he said, “Drug trafficking, money laundering, the illicit arms trade and human smuggling are an interrelated phenomena that sustain the financing of terrorist activity". Indeed, Sri Lanka’s unique position near the principle drug producing areas of the ‘Golden Triangle’ in South-East Asia and the ‘Golden Crescent’ in Central-Asia have made it a major transhipment hub for illegal substances at the hands of the LTTE. 

Certainly, this is not solely a Sri Lankan phenomenon, as terrorism plagues every corner of the earth, threatening the security of our lives and the sovereignty of our governments. As a reluctant leader in the fight against terrorism, the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka knows all too well the consequences of terror on a society. The manufacture and trafficking of illicit narcotics throughout the world is one of the main sources of income for many terrorist organizations. Therefore, our attention must be, first and foremost, given to the fight against the proliferation of illegal drugs. In order to fight terrorist organizations effectively it is imperative that the international community unite to target terrorist groups’ worldwide fundraising network. In the face of this reality, Sri Lanka is working within both the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) and the Colombo Plan toward a regional coalition against the drug trafficking network running through our continent. We are grateful to the United States of America, a member and chief supporter of the Colombo Plan Drug Advisory Programme since 1951, for providing funds to help address the drug abuse problem in the region. A further Sri Lankan partnership includes a 2008 joint venture with Canada, in order to gain access to the newest radar technology that will enable Sri Lanka to detect small boats, submarines, and other methods of transport currently being used by the LTTE to smuggle illegal substances. We are also at the beginning of a bilateral treaty with Russia, where primary negotiations for the creation of a partnership concerning Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters, in order to foster cooperation in the combating of international terrorism, drug trafficking and other organized crime, ended in December of 2007. While multilateral commitments such as these are making progress, in order to guarantee success Sri Lanka believes that it is imperative that more countries collaborate in the fight against terrorism, beginning with cutting off the funding that drug trafficking provides for terrorist organizations worldwide.

III. Cultural Property: Illicit Trafficking and Restitution

When Great Britain incorporated the present day island nation of Sri Lanka into its expansive empire in 1802, Sri Lanka already had thousands of years of proud cultural history behind it, with temples, monuments, and priceless works of art. Unfortunately, our status as a British colony allowed for the uninhibited removal of many artefacts out of Sri Lanka and into the collections of European homes and museums. The Tara statue of 7th century AD serves as an example of this practice. The statute, now at the London based British Museum after being ‘gifted’ from the British governor of the Sri Lankan colony, serves as an example of this practice. Today, it is estimated that there are over one million archaeological sites in Sri Lanka from the historical period of 5 BC to 19 AD, each with important pieces of rich cultural history. With this in mind, Sri Lanka finds it imperative to continue to develop strong policies to not only protect our works of art, by maintaining their presence in our island nation, but to also encourage the just return of such pieces of art back to Sri Lanka. At a domestic level, the Sri Lankan Department of Archaeology is working towards the preservation and restoration of cultural assets in Sri Lanka, regulating any destruction or removal of artefacts from archaeological sites. The Department of Archaeology works specifically within the statutes of the Antiquities Ordinance of 1940 and the Cultural Property Act of 1988. Under these acts, the export of any cultural property is dependent on the possession of a government issued license. This form of licensing provides a level of government supervision over the export and import of cultural assets. However, it is equally important that the international community adopt a similar set of practices to control the movement of cultural property in order to end its trafficking and to support the restitution of such property as a means of repaying countries whose memory of colonial status, and the resulting removal of cultural property, refuses to fade.
