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May 1, 2009  
 
 
Dear New Macalester Student:  
 
Hello, and welcome to Macalester College! My name is Karla Benson Rutten, and I am the Director of the 
Lealtad-Suzuki Center here at Mac. I am writing to invite you to apply to be a participant in Macalester�s 
Pluralism & Unity Program for the 2009-2010 academic year. Now entering its ninth year, the Pluralism & 
Unity Program is designed to give first-year students an opportunity to build strong and effective relationships 
within and across racial and cultural backgrounds. The program aims to create a community of people who 
are committed to exploring issues of race, culture, and identity, and to ending racism in a global context. As 
you know, Macalester�s commitment to multiculturalism and internationalism are two of its strengths and core 
values. This program is an excellent opportunity to be part of what makes Macalester so special: students, 
faculty, and staff from many different parts of the United States and the world; the various cultural 
backgrounds that each person brings; and the college�s location in a major metropolitan area in the Midwest 
of the United States.  
 
The Pluralism & Unity (P&U) Program Planning Committee, consisting of Macalester faculty and staff who 
facilitate the program, will select a group of 30 first-year students from diverse backgrounds to participate in 
P&U. This group of students will meet monthly on campus with members of the Planning Committee and will 
engage in personal and intellectual activities that will increase students� abilities to learn from and about 
people from many different ethnicities and cultures. In addition, the group will take trips off campus to visit 
some of the culturally and ethnically diverse neighborhoods and communities that make up the Twin Cities of 
Minneapolis and St Paul, and they will have the opportunity to participate in community activities.  Many 
students find that this is an important way to advance their understanding of their multiple identities and their 
ability to affect positive change in the world. In addition, participants� experiences in P&U have encouraged 
them to become leaders on campus. Past participants of the Pluralism & Unity Program have become 
outstanding leaders in such student organizations as the Macalester College Student Government, Asian 
Student Alliance, Caribbean Student Association, Multifaith Council, Black Liberation Affairs Committee, 
Proud Indigenous People for Education, Adelante!, and the Macalester International Organization.  
 
An application form is enclosed with this letter. The deadline for returning completed applications is 
Friday, June 26, 2009.  Accepted applicants will be notified no later than July 31.  
 
I hope you consider applying to be a part of this important and unique program. Whatever our backgrounds 
and identities are, we all have important stories to tell and important things to learn from one another. If you 
have any questions or concerns, please feel free to e-mail me at lsc@macalester.edu.  Also, visit our website 
at www.macalester.edu/lealtad-suzuki/p&u mission to learn more about the program. 
 
Again, welcome to Macalester.  Best wishes for an enjoyable summer!  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Karla Benson Rutten  
Director of the Lealtad-Suzuki Center and Coordinator for the Pluralism & Unity Program 

 
 



THE PLURALISM & UNITY PROGRAM 
2009-2010 

 
 
PROGRAM DESCRIPTION: 
 
The Pluralism & Unity Program  is designed to give thirty first-year students an opportunity to build 
strong and effective relationships within and across racial and cultural backgrounds. This program is an 
excellent opportunity to be part of what makes Macalester special: students, faculty, and staff from many 
different parts of the United States and the world; the various cultural backgrounds that each person 
brings; and the college’s location in a major metropolitan area in the Midwest of the United States. P&U 
students will meet monthly on campus with faculty and staff facilitators to engage in personal and 
intellectual activities to increase their abilities to learn from and about people from many different 
ethnicities and cultures. In addition, the group will take trips off campus to visit some of the culturally and 
ethnically diverse neighborhoods and communities that make up Minneapolis and St Paul.   
 
 
PROGRAM MISSION: 
 
To create a community of thirty diverse first-year students who are committed to exploring and 
understanding issues of race, culture, and identity, and to working to end racism in a global context. 

····  Why do identities matter? 
····  Why does race matter? 
····  What is multiculturalism? 
 
 

PROGRAM GOALS : 
 
1)  Create a purposeful and guided out-of-classroom experience related to racial and ethnic 

identity exploration and multiculturalism 
····  Create the potential for future Macalester and non-Macalester experiences in those areas 
····  Students will learn more about the Twin Cities through field trips in nearby neighborhoods 

 
2)  Build strong and effective relationships with a diverse peer group 

····  Self exploration (Who am I?  What are my identities?) 
····  Getting to know others and learning about their key identities 

 
3)  Develop a sub-culture of students with an understanding of socially pertinent issues  
     and the ability to engage in productive dialogue about these issues. 
 
 

 
 

Past Pluralism & Unity Program Participants 

 


