
T H E  N E W  A N D  I M P R O V E D  C R S L : A N 
I N T E R V I E W  W I T H  C H A P L A I N  L U C Y  F O R S T E R - S M I T H 
A N N I E  G O N Z A L E Z  ‘ 0 9 

M
A

C
A

L
E

S
T

E
R

 C
O

L
L

E
G

E 

S P R I N G  2 0 0 9 

V O L U M E  2 ,  I S S U E  2 

F I N D I N G  T H E  C E N T E R 

I N S I D E  T H I S 
I S S U E : 

P E S A C H  A T 
M A C A L E S T E R 
B Y D A N I E L P I C U S 

2 

R E L I G I O N  I N 
A L L  I T S 
D I V E R S I T Y 
B Y C L A U D I A M E I U M 

2 

C O M M I T T E D  T O 
T H E  Q U E S T I O N S 
B Y E I L Y M A R L O W 

3 

Our newly renovated CRSL.  Come see the changes yourself! 

Reflections from the Center for Religious and Spiritual Life 

If you have been down to the 

Center for Religious and Spiritual 
Life this semester, you will have 
noticed that the space has been 
transformed from a carpeted 
“pit” area with benches around 
the perimeter, to a flat, more 
enclosed space with a beautiful 
tiled floor and a cozy fireplace. 
Renovations to the CRSL space 
began over January and we hope 
the process will be finished soon 
with the arrival of rugs and furni- 
ture. To gain some insight into 
the physical changes, I asked 
Chaplain Lucy Forster-Smith 
some questions about the re- 
modeling of the CRSL: 

How long has remodeling the 
space in the lower level of the 
Chapel been on the minds of the 
CRSL staff? 

The idea for remodeling the 
space has been thought about 
for at least ten years. The major 
concern was the lack of accessi- 
bility. The "conversation pit" style 
of space was very popular at the 
time the building was built in 
1969, and it served the commu- 
nity well over the years. But it 
also had its limits. In 2004 the 
Chaplaincy Visioning Process 
took place, with outside consult- 
ants and campus student, faculty 
and staff leaders considering the 
future of the chaplaincy. Follow- 
ing the three day Chaplaincy 
Visioning Process, a team of stu- 
dents, faculty and staff met over 
the next year to consider how 
changes could be made to live 
out the program directions of 
chaplaincy at Macalester. An- 
other team met to think about 

the program of the chap- 
laincy. Out of both of these team 
efforts, the Center for Religious 
and Spiritual Life was born and 
desire was expressed to "mark" 
such a center in the lower level of 
the Chapel. Vice President Laurie 
Hamre and I have met with Mark 
Dickinson from the Physical Plant 
and others to consider what might 
be possible, but it was only when 
a donation came from a family 
very supportive of the Chapel and 
chaplaincy program that we could 
put our dreams into bricks, mortar 
and bookshelves. 

What were the main goals of the 
remodeling? Is there a specific 
vision for the CRSL reflected in 
the physical changes? 

Week Of Religion 
Special Events 

Monday, March 23rd 

•CRSL Open House– 4-5:30 
PM 

Tuesday, March 24th 
•Civic Forum (Religion in the 
American Public Square)- 
JBD, 4:40 PM 

Wednesday, March 25th 
•Civic Forum–JBD, 9:30 AM- 
4:05 PM 

•Sustain the Conversation– 
Smail Gallery, 4:30 PM 

Thursday, March 26th 
•Compassionate Conversa- 
tion–CRSL, 11:30 AM-1 PM 

•We Want Eats (Mac Catho- 
lics Dinner)–Cultural 
House, 6 PM 

Friday, March 27th 
•Christian ecumenical din- 
ner & discussion– 
CRSL, 6 PM 

Saturday, March 28th 
•Religious Jeopardy–CRSL, 
2:30-5 PM 

For other events, please visit 
http://www.macalester.edu/ 
religiouslife/documents/ 
weekwithreligion031009.pdf 

(Continued on Page 4)



what stylized series of rituals 
that have developed over sev- 
eral thousands of years. Some 
of them are simple: we bless 
the wine, we bless the matzah, 
we eat a ritual meal. Some are 
more confusing: why do we eat 
bitter herbs, the maror? Why 
do we have four pieces of mat- 
zah at table, and why do we 
break one of them in half? 
What do the little bowls of salt 
water symbolize, and not that 
anyone is complaining, but why 
in the world do we have to 
drink four cups of wine? 

There isn’t enough space here 
to answer all the questions, or 
the other questions they inevi- 
tably raise. For that, you will 
have to come to the MJO seder 
this year on April 8 th . There are 
a few symbols, however, that 
warrant explaining now. These 
all appear on the seder plate 
which sits in the middle of the 
seder table. 

Matzah, the dry, crackery 
bread, is the bread of affliction. 
Legend has it that our ances- 
tors left Egypt in such a hurry 
that they had no time to let the 
bread rise. So it cooked on 
their backs in the hot desert 
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sun. Maror, or bitter herbs, repre- 
sent the bitterness of our lives 
under slavery. Similarly, the salt- 
water represents the many tears 
that we shed while pining for free- 
dom. Karpas, parsley, and beit- 
zah, the egg, are both symbols of 
spring and renewal. As a green 
vegetable, parsley reminds us 
that spring is here; and the egg is 
round, just like the life cycle that 
we continually experience. Cha- 
roset is a sweet paste made from 
apples, nuts and wine (or figs, 
dates, raisins, and honey if your 
family is Sephardic). It too is sym- 
bolic of slavery: the thick paste 
reminds us of the mortar we 
spread upon bricks while en- 
slaved in Egypt. Lastly, the z’roa, 
or shankbone, sits on the plate as 
a reminder of the sacrifice that 
took place in the Temple every 
year in thanksgiving to God for 
the freedom that we are now able 
to enjoy. 

Freedom is not something that 
exists independently of the Jew- 
ish people, or something that 
exists only to a particular time 
and place.  Passover reminds us 
that it is always happening, and 
that we are always experiencing it 
anew. 
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Macalester students disre- 

gard God. They label them- 
selves atheists or agnos- 
tics. Religion itself is anachro- 
nistic for our time, out of con- 
text in this place. Right? 

Wrong. If you look for religious 
life at Macalester, you will cer- 
tainly find it. Perhaps the mis- 
conception that Macalester is a 
campus devoid of religion 
comes from its endeavors to be 
a place of multiple religions, 
thereby not endorsing a single 
faith above others in spite of its 
affiliation with the Presbyterian 
Church. Macalester seeks to 
promote multiculturalism, and I 
believe this extends to religion 
in all its diversity. Simply be- 
cause calls to worship are not 

plastered on campus walls and 
sidewalks or shouted into the 
ears of passers-by, it does not 
mean that religious life at 
Macalester is extinct or obso- 
lete. It is not a constant pres- 
ence, but it is a presence none- 
theless. I see it alive in the 
diversity of services and cere- 
monies held at the Center for 
Religious and Spiritual Life, in 
the holy days of different faith 
traditions celebrated on cam- 
pus. Macalester supports many 
student organizations repre- 
senting a variety of religious 
traditions, and the Multifaith 
Council holds Compassionate 
Conversations to encourage 
interfaith dialogue on important 
issues. Even the renaming of 
the lower area of the Chapel as 
the Center for Religious and 
Spiritual Life is an acknowledg- 
ment of the existence and di- 

versity of religious life on cam- 
pus and an attempt to accom- 
modate that reality. As a stu- 
dent of religious studies, I en- 
counter religious life in the 
classroom where the academic 
study of religion does not secu- 
larize religion nor divorce it 
from the spiritual aspects of 
faith. In these courses, I have 
learned that the definition of 
religion is difficult to deline- 
ate. Besides the obvious diver- 
sity of faith traditions, the con- 
cept of religion itself contains a 
range of articulations, from 
spiritual belief to ritual practice, 
philosophical thought to a cul- 
tural sense of belonging, and 
more. Religious life manifests 
itself in diverse expressions for 
numerous people and these 
representations are not absent 
from Macalester in all their 
variety. Although I am not a 

member of Macalester’s reli- 
gious organizations, I am a de- 
vout Christian and I find 
Macalester’s vibrant diversity of 
religious life personally refresh- 
ing. A campus that is accepting 
and encouraging of such reli- 
gious multiplicity feels suppor- 
tive of religious life in its entirety. 

Jewish prayer services. We eat 
maror, or bitter herbs (most 
often horseradish) in the same 
meal in which we drink four 
cups of wine that symbolize our 
lasting joy and freedom. Just as 
we purge our homes of any 
chametz, or leavened products 
and most legumes or anything 
that might have touched 
chametz in the past, we also- 
celebrate at a seder (or two if 
you’re lucky) the most festive 
and delicious meal of the entire 
year. 

Every year, Macalester Jewish 
Organization hosts a seder on 
the first or second night of 
Passover. We eat, we drink, we 
talk, we celebrate, and we 
make merry—but what goes on 
behind all that? What is the 
point? Why in the world would 
one bother eating bits of pars- 
ley dipped in salt water? We 
are not rabbits, after all. (But 
even if we were, at least we 
would be free rabbits.) 

Seder literally means order, 
because the meal is actually an 
incredibly complex and some- 

Let all who are hungry come 

and eat. Passover, or Pesach, 
as it is in Hebrew, is the Feast 
of Freedom during which Jews 
celebrate the Exodus from 
Egypt. The dichotomy between 
freedom and bondage shows 
up multiple times throughout 
the holiday. We eat matzah, the 
bread of affliction (because it’s 
both unleavened and the 
crumbs left everywhere are a 
pain to clean up) while at the 
same time celebrating the Hal- 
lel service, the most joyful of all 

“Simply because calls to 
worship are not plastered 
on campus walls and 
sidewalks or shouted into 
the ears of passers-by, it 
does not mean that 
religious life at Macalester 
is extinct or obsolete.” 

Above: Students at the MJO Seder.
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One of my favorite stories in 

the Hebrew Scriptures is that of 
Nehemiah. As a high ranking 
official, Nehemiah was living 
the ‘good life’ in Persia away 
from a demolished Jerusa- 
lem. The king found reason to 
send Nehemiah to the holy city, 
and when he got there he was 
outraged at both the sight of 
Jerusalem lying in ruins and the 
people coping after living for 
years in this state of destruc- 
tion. Nehemiah shook up the 
community, shouting, “You see 
the trouble we are in?” The 
people were moved by his pas- 
sion and responded, “Let us 
start building!” and “so they 
committed themselves to the 
common good” (2:17-18). What 
is it that first compels us to 

serve the common good? For 
many people it is hard to put 
their finger on it. We can say it 
is our faith or our belief in a 
common humanity, but the 
feeling of responsibility towards 
the whole is often fueled by a 
complex mixture of past experi- 
ences, cultural expectations as 
well as our religious and moral 
values. The Lilly Project at 
Macalester wants us to ask 
“why?” Why when you have a 
cushy job in Persia would you 
want to devote your life to 
transforming a city that you only 
knew through the glimmer of 
your grandparents’ eyes? 

Doing a compassionate act is 
worthy, but understanding our 

motivations allows us to more 
seamlessly incorporate our values 
into the totality of our actions. We 
can help rebuild someone else’s 
city, as many of the students 
have done this Spring Break in 
New Orleans and Arkansas. But if 
we are not clear about our inten- 
tions there is little hope in creat- 
ing relationships with the inhabi- 
tants. The ability to share with a 
community our personal stake in 
rebuilding can create solidarity 
which moves the emphasis away 
from the deed and towards the 
community that is being built in 
the process. 

For the last three years the Lilly 
Project has been lessening the 
gap between the work people do 
in the community and the big 
questions that arise while doing 
this work. Through Lives of Com- 
mitment, students dedicate their 
first year of college to asking what 
it means to live a life of commit- 
ment in the context of working 
with immigrants and refugees. 
Yes, students serve because it 
feels good and right, but they also 
explore the foundations of their 
own personal ethics and/or reli- 
gious traditions to discover a 
stronger root for their ac- 
tion. Moreover they take note of 
how their interactions with the 
world can also dramatically 
change or deepen these be- 
liefs. The Lilly Project bridges the 
Civic Engagement Center and the 
Center for Religious and Spiritual 
Life, allowing action and reflec- 
tion to be a continual and circular 
affair. 

Religion has an important part to 
play in public life. If it was merely 
a private endeavor, Jerusalem 
would not have been rebuilt. If 
religion was a private matter, 
hundreds of people would go 
without food and shelter in South 
Minneapolis every night. Religion 
is a public matter that demands 
both private contemplation and 
public debate about its role and 
limit in creating democracy. 
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Tue Tran 

David Wheeler 

Annie Lewine 

Growing Pains was my favor- 
ite sitcom, I had a HUGE 
crush on Kirk Cameron 
when I was 13! 

I ate dirt for three weeks last 

summer on a dare! 

At home, I role play for a 
museum of 18th and 19th 
century houses! 

I can moonwalk! 

CRSL Program Assistant 
Matching Game! 
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Annie Gonzalez 

Emily Cohen 

Lorin Leake 

Ann Stromgren 

I am afraid of bananas! 

I can do the Monday NYTimes 
crossword in seven minutes 
flat! And yes, I timed myself. 

5 

6 

7 

When I was in 7th grade, my 
choir sang in Carnegie Hall! I 
remember there were a lot of 

balconies. 

Above: Students from Lives of 
Commitment tackle poverty 
issues around St. Paul.



Lorin- 4 
Tue- 3 
Ann- 1 

David– 7 
Emily– 6 

Annie G.– 5 
Annie L.- 2 
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Center for Religious and Spiritual Life Staff 

(Left to right from top) Lucy Forster-Smith, Associate Dean 
for Religious and Spiritual Life and Chaplain; KP Hong, 
Protestant Chaplain and Assistant Director for Religious 
and Spiritual Life; Jim Radde, S.J., Catholic Chaplain and 
Assistant Director for Religious and Spiritual Life; Barry 
Cytron, Jewish Chaplain and Assistant Director for Religious 
and Spiritual Life; Eily Marlow, Lilly Project Associate; 
Pattie Lydon, Department Coordinator. 

CRSL PROGRAM ASSISTANTS 

ANNIE GONZALEZ 

ANNIE LEWINE 

ANN STROMGREN 

DAVID WHEELER 

EMILY COHEN 

LORIN LEAKE 

TUE TRAN 

The mission of  the Center  for Religious and Spiri 
tual Life is  to recognize and affirm the diversity of 
religious  and  cultural  experience  at  Macalester 
College. This  includes nurturing students' explora 
tion  of  their  religious  tradition,  helping  express 
values by engaging  in  local and global  issues with 
the aim of repairing the world and by participating 
in  the educational  life of  the college by promoting 
critical  study,  spiritual  conversation  and  faith  ex 
ploration. 

The main goals were to make the 
space into a student destination, 
make it welcoming, make it accessi- 
ble, and set it apart from the office 
space so it would feel somewhat pri- 
vate. 

We also wanted the space to have the 
flexibility to be a lounge for students, a 
meeting space for smaller groups, an 
area for small receptions, and a place 
where the famous CRSL lunch and 
dinner conversation groups can meet. 
We also wanted to have bookshelves 
and a little fireplace so it felt more 
cozy. 

The CRSL vision is most represented 
in trying to open the space for radical 
hospitality, for a place that feels wel- 
coming, for the availability of books/ 
texts from religious-spiritual traditions. 
We thought the fireplace or hearth 
also aligned with living out our values 
shaped by Sharon Parks in her book, 
Big Questions, Worthy Dreams: 
"Hearth places have the power to draw 
and hold us, for they are places of 
equilibrium offering an exquisite bal- 
ance of stability and motion. Hearth 
places are where we are warmed in 
both body and soul, are made comfort- 
able, and tend to linger." (p. 154) I 
think this is very much a part of the 
vision of the CRSL. 

What have been some highlights and 
challenges of this process? 

The highlights are the outcomes: a 
beautiful, calming, lovely space that 
captures the “Ooo--Ahh” phenomenon. 
Another highlight has been working 

with colleagues across the campus 
who have given time and care to this 
space. KP's amazing eye for detail; 
Mike Hall's remarkable vision and 
capacity to take vague notions and 
make it concrete reality; Laurie 
Hamre's amazing ideas—the fireplace, 
bookshelves, raised floor; Pattie's 
patience, attention to funding con- 
cerns, and contacting furniture con- 
tractors; Mark Dickinson's vision for a 
space that can hold the chaplaincy’s 
program. The challenges were the 
timing. We would have liked to have 
more student involvement along the 
way, but because the contractors were 
ready to go and the space is used so 
much during the academic year, Janu- 
ary made sense. 

Is there anything else you would like 
to add? 

I must say that having a space where 
students can linger, feel connected, 
know they are welcome and truly feel 
the warm embrace of our spiritual 
agency at Macalester has been a call- 
ing in my own life. I want to thank the 
family that made this possible by their 
amazing generosity. It is a gift to those 
of us who work here and to all who 
enter the space. 
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Upcoming Events 

April 2nd 

Multifaith Council Compassionate Conversation 
on the Middle East, 7-9 PM CRSL 

April 8th 
Macalester Jewish Organization Seder, 

Weyerhaeuser Boardroom 

May 16th 

Baccalaureate Service, 10 AM, Chapel 
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is the quarterly news 
letter of the CRSL at 
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