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By SHANE O’NEILL
Contributing Writer

With mid-terms steadily approaching
and fall’s chilly winds blowing summer
temperatures off into a hazy memory, right
about now is just when most Mac students
start to lose their grip.  Or, at least I do.
But somehow, Claire Dawson ’05 manages
to project an aura of togetherness and cool-
as-a-cuke composure amidst the general
zeitgeist of panic swirling about the cam-
pus.  Is this just a front or has Claire mas-
tered some sort of Zen understanding of the
inner-workings at Macalester?  I didn’t ask
her, so I don’t know.  But I did manage to
learn her favorite Shakespeare
play, where she gets those
cloaks, and how closely con-
nected she is to “Back to the
Future.” 

Shane: So do you work in the
Theatre Department?

Claire: I do.

Shane: What projects are you
working on right now?  Are
you involved with “Tongue of
a Bird?”

Claire: No, I’m not.  I’m actu-
ally the makeup designer for
“Runaways” right now.

Shane: How is that going?

Claire: Well, let’s just say I’ve
been doing a lot of Google
searches for “track marks” and
“self-mutilation.”  It’s not real-
ly pleasant.

Shane: Now, is this really sup-
posed to be an honest treatment
of the experience of runaways
addressed through musical the-
atre?

Claire: Yeah, but it’s pretty gritty.  It was
produced in the ’80s but [the director] has
updated a lot of it.  It’s got a lot of rap and
hip hop.  I like to say it’s kind of like Cats
only with drug addicts and homeless kids.

Shane: A hip hop version of “Cats?”  That
sounds like it has the capacity to be pretty
terrible.

Claire: I know, on paper it does, but I’m
confident it’s going to be good.  The cast is
good, and they’ve involved a lot of first-
years which I’m happy about.  And the
director, Harry [Waters, Jr.] is really excel-
lent.  He’s famous.

Shane: Famous how?

Claire: He was in “Back to the Future.”

Shane: I’ve never seen it.

Claire: What?  How can you not have seen
“Back to the Future?”

Shane: I get that a lot.  Who was he in the
movie?

Claire: Well, if you’d seen the movie, you’d
know what I was talking about.  He’s

Marvin Berry, he’s supposed to be Chuck
Berry’s brother.  It’s when Michael Jackson
is performing, he calls his brother…
believe me, if you had seen the movie
you’d be excited, too.

Shane: I’m sure I would.  So what have
been some of your other favorite theatre
projects at Mac?

Claire: Well, I stage managed “Mud, River,
Stone” last year, so that was fun.  

Shane: That sounds like too much responsi-
bility for me.

Claire: No, I like it a lot.  I really like to get
to be the complete dictator of a production.
Or God, Jr. as we sometimes call it.

Shane: So, Claire, judging from our shared
sophomore-year Shakespeare class, it
seems you’re a big fan of The Bard.

Claire: Yes, it’s true, I am.

Shane: Any favorite plays?

Claire: Well, “Much Ado About Nothing.”

Shane: ( interrupting ) Really?

Claire: Well, the play isn’t that great, but I
really like the character Beatrice.  She’s
really smart, and she doesn’t want to get
married.  And throughout the whole play,
you’re just like, “Watch out for Beatrice.”
But I also like “Macbeth”

Shane: Who doesn’t like “Macbeth?”  Wait,
isn’t it supposed to be bad luck to say
“Macbeth” in a theatre?

Claire: No, it’s OK.  We’re not working on
a production right now.  That’s the only
time it really applies.  And we’re actually
not in a theatre right now, anyway.  We’re
in the lobby.

Shane: Good.  I didn’t want to bring any
curses onto the stage or nothing.  So enough
with this fiddle-faddle.  On to the important
questions: where did you get that fabulous
black and burgundy crushed velvet cape?

Claire: It was from a website called The
Daily Planet.

Shane: Like the newspaper in “Superman?”

Claire: Yeah, but it’s weird because there
was no Superman paraphernalia on the
website at all.  But it’s been defunct long
ago.

Shane: That’s a pity.  I love that thing.

Claire: I love it, too.

Shane: But does it really hold up for the
Minnesota winters?

Claire: No, I quickly learned that it doesn’t.
It’s more of a fall thing.  But at least I can
wear it now.

Shane: Speaking of fashion accessories, do
you still have those colored contact lenses?

Claire: Yeah, you can only wear them a cer-
tain number of times, but I’ve still got a few
wears left in them.  They’re really for spe-
cial occasions.

Shane: Why did you opt for the yellow and
black motif?

Claire: Oh, I just thought it was freaky and
looked fun.  I was actually considering get-
ting myself some silver ones too.  But you
have to order them from the UK because
they demand a prescription in the US.  Even
though they’re non-prescription lenses.

Shane: Damn the man.  So what is in the
future for Claire Dawson?

Claire: Grad school.  I’m scared of real life.

Shane: A lot of people are.  What would
you go for?

Claire: Well, either English for something
involving Sci-fi or Young Adult fiction, or
Harvard’s Celtic languages and literature
program.

Shane: Harvard, eh?

Claire: Yeah, actually it’s the only school
that offers it.  I’m taking Gaelic right now
at St Thomas.  And it’s great, but also real-
ly difficult.  It bears no relation at all to the
English language.

Shane: So, final question: is it
true that you lived on a boat last
year?

Claire: Yeah, I did the
“Semester at Sea” program.
And it was fucking phenome-
nal.

Shane: What was the curricu-
lum like?

Claire: Well, we had six weeks
of “land class” where we
learned about navigation and
oceanography, then six weeks at
sea, where we sailed from
Massachusetts to South
America.

Shane: That sounds scary.

Claire: It was mostly fun, but
they would have you be a
“Junior Watch Officer” a few
times, where you’d basically be
in charge of the ship for a few
hours, and that was a little bit
scary.  You were basically mak-
ing sure no one would die.

Shane: I take it everything went well?

Claire: Well, I couldn’t get the sail trim
right, so we slowed way down, and that was
embarrassing, but it was basically OK.

Shane: So I take it you don’t get sea sick.

Claire: No, I did, but it only lasted like two
days.

Shane: Two days?

Claire: Well, one girl was sea sick for about
two weeks.  She wasn’t having a very good
time.

Shane: I would think not.  And, just to be
clear, you got credit for living on a boat for
six weeks?

Claire: Sure did.

Shane: God bless Macalester.  

Shane O’Neill is secretly proud that he
has never seen “Back to the Future.” He
can be reached at soneill@macalester.edu.  

Claire Dawson continues to wait for
her silver contact lenses to arrive in the
mail. She can be reached at
cdawson@macalester.edu.

Claire Dawson: Macalester’s Resident Seafaring Gaelic Speaker

Claire Dawson, stage manager extraordinaire, is a big fan of the Bard of Avon. Photograph courtesy of Claire Dawson.
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By MATTHEW STONE
Contributing Writer

The Board of Trustees agreed
at its meeting last weekend to vote
in early January on whether or not
to uphold Macalester’s current
need-blind admissions policy,
President Brian Rosenberg said.

At a public session on
Saturday, Rosenberg gave students
who support the current policy the
opportunity to address the Trustees
during time allotted for his own
remarks. 

The 32 trustees were on cam-
pus last Friday and Saturday for
their annual fall meeting.  The
Board met on Saturday morning to
deliver reports on the activities of
trustee committees, which met dur-
ing the day on Friday.

Natalia Espejo ’07 spoke at
the beginning of the meeting on
behalf of a group of nearly 30 stu-
dents present to support need-
blind. She presented a petition that
she said 402 Macalester students
signed to express their support for
retaining the current admissions
policy. According to Espejo, the
petition drive was a last-minute
effort that garnered the signatures
of an overwhelming majority of
students who passed by the petition

table set up in the basement of the
Campus Center last Friday.

Speaking before the trustees,
Espejo characterized need-blind
admissions in terms of quality and
access.

“Excellence is embodied by
access,” she said.  “I want you to
know that if only 20 students can-
not be here because of need-aware
admissions, it is unacceptable to
sacrifice their potential contribu-
tion to our campus for the sake of
economic advancement. Rejecting
students based on wealth runs con-
trary to Macalester’s tradition of
excellence,” she said.

The Board of Trustees is the
primary administrative decision-
making body at Macalester and is
composed of 28 alumni, President
Brian Rosenberg and three non-
alumni members.

Originally, the meeting agen-
da allowed no time for public
addresses from students or alumni
to the Board on the admissions pol-
icy debate.

Rosenberg ceded the floor to
Espejo during the time he was
scheduled to deliver his presiden-
tial report.

William Sentell ’02, an alum-
nus who maintains the blog
www.needblind.com, wrote in a

Sept. 30 entry that Mark Vander
Ploeg, the chairman of the Board
of Trustees, turned down his
request to speak for ten minutes
before the Trustees.

“It suggests that the board
isn’t really serious about dis-
cussing this issue or hearing from
alums, despite Rosenberg’s call for
discussion,” Sentell wrote in the
entry.  “For an issue like this one,
the Board of Trustees needs to
bend over backwards to accommo-
date students and alums and any-
one else who has a stake in this
matter.”

Vander Ploeg did not respond
to The Mac Weekly’s requests for
comment.

Trustee John Law ’72, in an
interview on Wednesday, indicated
that discussion needs to be a major
part of the decision-making
process.

“I think this is a new enough
issue that I think that everyone not
only has to talk but do some listen-
ing [about] the issue as well,” he
said.

Law spoke about the final
report issued by the Resource
Planning Committee, which out-
lines the current alternative to our
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By AMY LIEBERMAN
Contributing Writer

MCSG President Michael Barnes ’06
was unexpectedly missing at the first meet-
ing of the new Legislative Body (LB) on
Tuesday.  In Barnes’ absence the meeting

became an impromptu debate over need-
blind admissions between need-blind advo-
cate William Sentell ’02 and President
Brian Rosenberg, who supports a proposed
change in the policy.

Barnes, who was supposed to deliver a
State of the Campus address, said that his

unexpected absence was not an “ideal sce-
nario” for him, but claims that he made a
conscious decision to miss the meeting.

“The speech couldn’t be had because it
wasn’t ready…it wasn’t right,” Barnes
said. “It is a difficult question to answer:
What is the state of the campus?”

Barnes said that his State of the
Campus Address, which he now plans to
give on Oct. 12, is completed and in “better
shape.”

Rosenberg said that Barnes had invited
him to address the meeting briefly about
upcoming opportunities for students to dis-
cuss the need-blind issue, and  that he was
not forewarned of Sentell’s presence.

Sentell ’02 was not on the agenda but
a motion quickly passed giving him time to
speak. Sentell read a two-page letter that he
had emailed to several MCSG members
earlier in the day and distributed to all those
present at the meeting. The letter castigated
President Rosenberg for his support of a
move from a need-blind to a need-aware
policy as proposed by the Resource
Planning Committee report.

Sentell encouraged students to become
involved in the need-blind admissions
debate and to voice their opposition to
President Rosenberg. 

“The Administration does not want a
public debate about this issue…public
debates are too messy, especially when

your proposal involves creating an affirma-
tive-action program for wealthy appli-
cants,” Sentell said. “This issue is not about
the financial survival of the college. It’s
about our priorities as an institution and our
willingness to find creative solutions.”

Sentell stated that a group of students
has already gathered over 400 signatures in
support of need-blind admissions last
week, and that the website he has created,
www.needblind.com, has had over 900 hits
in the past two weeks.

“Macalester has a long history of pro-
gressive policies. But rarely were these
policies dreamt up on the third floor of
Weyerhaeuser. Rather, they were born in
the dorm rooms, the classrooms and the
dining hall,” Sentell said.   

Sentell accused President Rosenberg
of continuing “to muddy the ethical waters
with talk about our ‘moral responsibility’ to
build prestige and pedigree while he down-
plays the proposal’s real flaws.”

President Rosenberg spoke after
Sentell, noting that he wasn’t prepared to
respond to “questions or accusations.”

Rosenberg said that he hopes to
encourage student participation in debating
the need-blind admissions policy, and
noted two important things for students to
keep in mind as they discuss the issue. 

Natalia Espejo ’07 served as a student representative at last week’s Board
of Trustees meeting. Photo by Phil Chen.

Trustees Plan to Vote on Need-Blind in January 

The men’s cross country team competed in Wisconsin on October 1 at the Division Three Pre-
National Meet. Story on page 9. Photo by Nate Bell.

Men’s Cross Country Races to Fifth

Need-blind Dominates LB Meeting; Barnes Absent
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