“What lies ahead is a mh"d where resources are nof conserved, baf boam‘ed o ratse prfce* and enhance
corporate profits and where military conflicts could arise over water scarcity. .. It's 3 world where everything will
be for sale.” ~Maude Barlow and Tony Clarke *Blue Gold”

Today we are facing a global water crisis as large
masses of people lack access to safe drinking water. By
2025 two-thirds of the world’s population will be
experiencing water shortages.
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The bottled water industry is one of the fastest growing,
bringing in $§22 billion annually and selling over 24
billion gallons of water. It now plays a key role in
world water pricing. The advertising machine has
consumers believing bottled water is “safer” and
“healthier.” Tests have proven that tap water is of as
good, if not better, quality. Bottled water is a poorly
regulated industry; sources of the water have included
wells in industrial sites and parking lots.

The Great Lakes has battled the industry as Wisconsin
has rejected the building of a water bottling plant and
Michigan has been battling with Nestle over a bottling
plant that has been pumping 500 gallons per minute out
of Lake Michigan. That water eventually becomes the
“Jce Mountain” brand of bottled water. A judge
recently ordered the plant to close down but on appeal
and with Michigan’s governor’s approval, that decision
has been stayed. The bottling plant continues to pump
water as the battle continues.

Get Active! What You Can Do

Keep a watch on City Hall: Municipal officials
sometimes begin and complete the privatization process
without public debate.

Keep local utilities in check: Make sure your local
utility is keeping infrastructure maintained, so that they
won't fall prey to the offers of water companies to
update water systems.

Encourage alternatives: Educate decision-makers
about the dangers of privatization, as well as offering
other options, such as restructuring.

Watch for improper use of influence: Water
companies may influence decisions by handing out
money.

Oppose privatization language in Federal and State
legislation: In 2002, federal legislators tried to pass
laws that would force municipalities to consider
privatization before qualifying for federal aid. Contact
your legislators and tell them to oppose pro-
privatization language.

Wi

s Privatized?

A sampling of communities in the Great Lakes
who have already privatized

Ahmeek, MI Fort Wayne, IN Meadville, PA
Ashtabula, OH Gary, IN Mequon, W1
Aurora Park, IL Hamilton, ON Milwaukee, W1

Aurora, OH Mohican, OH

Bayside, W1 Monee, IL

Beechcerest, OH Peel, ON
Boone County, IN Plainfield, IL
Bradley, IL Ridgefield, IL

Calumet, MI Streator, IL

Chicago, IL Tiffin, OH
Copper City, MI - " University Park, IL

Crete, IL = Warren, PA
Cumberland, IN Willowbrook, IL

For More Information

Go to the Great Lakes Directory (http://www._greatlakesdirectory.org) for extensive articles and
information on privatization in the Great Lakes and around the world. Contact the Environmental

Association for Great Lakes Education (EAGLE) to find out what you can do to fight privatization.

Books:

Blue Gold by Maude Barlow and Tony Clarke

Water Wars: Privatization, Pollution, and Profit by Vandana Shiva
On the web:

Public Citizen’s Water For All Campaign (http://www.wateractivist.org)
Sierra Club (http://www.sierraclub.org/cac/water)

Great Lakes United (http://www.glu,org)

Indigenous Environmental Network (http://www.ienearth.org)
IATP Water Observatory (http://www.waterobservatory.org)
Michigan Land Use Institute (http:/www.mlui.org)

Ohio Environmental Council (http://www.theoec.org)

Polaris Institute (http://www.polarisinstitute.org)
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