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210,000 students per year 
enter four-year undergraduate 
programs intending to major 
in engineering, a physical 
science, mathematics, or 
statistics.  

We graduate 107,000 with a Bachelor’s degree in 
one of these disciplines. 

An additional 300,000 are enrolled in one of 
these programs in a two-year college. 
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Students in college or university Calculus I: 

 mean score on SAT Math: 652, SD: 76 
 75% earned 610 or higher (top 23%) 

 mean score on ACT Math: 28.5, SD: 4.3 
 75% earned 26 or higher (top 16%) 

MAA survey of 700 instructors, over 14,000 students, all 
types of colleges and universities across US, Fall, 2010 



Students in college or university Calculus I: 

 61% studied calculus in high school 
 69% of them studied AP Calculus 

60% of them took the AP Calculus exam 
and earned 3 or higher  
(20% of all students in college Calculus I) 

MAA survey of 700 instructors, over 14,000 students, all 
types of colleges and universities across US, Fall, 2010 



Grade for college Calculus I: 

22% A 

28% B 

23% C 

27% D, F, or Withdrew 



Part of the Solution: Place students in  
appropriate courses and ensure  
that remediation (when called  
for) is effective. 

•  Measure developed mathematical 
reasoning skills


•  Emphasize realistic and current 
expectations


•  Avoid singular focus on computational 
skills


•  Incorporate appropriate technology


•  Use appropriate testing methods



