Senior Capstone

· Senior paper, usually an original synthesis of information about a particular topic. Begins in fall, due end of spring semester.

· Each department member supervises 2–6 of these.

· During spring semester, regular meetings with food and tips on writing and presentation.

· Capstone Day: Wednesday about 3rd week of April, all math and computer science classes cancelled, capstones are presented in parallel 20-minute sessions (two per period).

· Students in the cancelled classes must attend and write short descriptions of two of the presentations.
Discrete Mathematics

· 100-level course required of all math and computer science majors and minors.

· First-year students interested in math and/or computer science are encouraged to take this course first, before completing the calculus sequence.

· Strong emphasis on problem-solving, dissecting and writing proofs.

· Wide variety of texts. I like to use the combination of Marcus, Combinatorics: A Problem Oriented Approach (MAA) and Coutinho, The Mathematics of Ciphers (AK Peters).

· We run three sections of 30 students each year. Represents 20% of Macalester students.

· Many of our majors were attracted to math because of this course.
