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162 AN ARAB-SYRIAN GENTLEMAN

Their curious medication. — A case illustrating their Curioyg
medicine is the following:

The lord of al-Munaytirah ? wrote to my uncle asking him to
dispatch a physician to treat certain sick persons among his people.
My uncle sent him a Christian physician named Thabit. Thap;
was absent but ten days when he returned. So we said to him,
“ How quickly hast thou healed thy patients!” He said:

They brought before me a kaight in whose leg [81] an abscess haq
grown; and a woman afflicted with imbecility.® To the knight T applieq
a small poultice until the abscess opened and became well; and the
woman I put on diet and made her humor wet. Then a Frankish physi.
clan came to them and said, **This man knows nothing about treating
them.” He then said to the knight, ““Which wouldst thou prefer, living
with one leg or dying with two?” The latter replied, *Living with one
leg.” The physician said, “Bring me a strong knight and a sharp ax »
A knight came with the ax. And I was standing by. Then the physician
1aid the leg of the patient on a block of wood and bade the knight strike
his leg with the ax and chop it off at cne blow. Accordingly he struck
it — while I was looking on — one blow, but the leg was not severed,
He dealt another blow, upon which the marrow of the leg flowed out
and the patient died on the spot. He then examined the woman and
said, *This is a woman in whose head there is a devil which has possessed
her. Shave off her hair.” Accordingly they shaved it off and the woman
began once more to eat their ordinary diet — garlic and mustard. Her
imbecility took a turn for the worse. The physician then said, “The
devil has penetrated through her head.” He therefore took a razor,
made a deep cruciform incision on it, peeled off the skin at the middle
of the incision until the bone of the skull was exposed and rubbed it
with salt. The woman also expired instantly. Thereupon I asked them
whether my services were needed any longer, and when they replied
in the nepative I returned home, having learned of their medicine what
1 knew not hefore.

T have, however, witnessed a case of their medicine which was
quite different from that.

The king of the Franks* had for treasurer a knight named
Bernard [ barnad], who (may Allah’s curse be upon him!) was one
of the most accursed and wicked among the Franks. A horse kicked
him in the leg, which was subsequently infected and which opened

 Tn Lebanon near Afgah, the source of Nahr-Thrahim, ie., ancient Adonis.

3 Ar, mashaf, “deyness,” is ot used as a name of a disease. I take the word

therefore to be Persian nishdf = “imbecility.”
4 Fulk of Anjou, king of Jerusalem,
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in fourteen different places. Every time one of these cuts would
cose In one place, another would open in another place. All this
happened while I was praying for his perdition. Then came to him
o Frankish physician and removed from the leg zll the ointments
which were on it and began to wash it with very strong vinegar.
By this treatment all the cuts were healed and the man became
well again. He was up again like a devil.

Another case illustrating their curious medicine is the following:

In Shayzar we had an artisan named abu-al-Fath, who had a
boy whose neck was afflicted with scrofula. Every time a part of
it would close, another part would open. This man happened to
go to Antioch on business of his, accompanied by his son. A Frank

~ poticed the boy and asked his father about him. Abu-al-Fath

replied, “This is my son.” The Frank said to him, “Wilt thou
swear by thy religion that if T prescribe to thee a medicine which
will cure thy boy, thou wilt charge nobody fees for prescribing it
thyseli? In that case, I shall prescribe to thee a medicine which
will cure the boy.” The man took the oath and the Frank said:

Take uncrushed leaves of glasswort, burn them, then soak the ashes
in olive vil and sharp vinegar. Treat the scrofula with them until the
spot on which it is growing is eaten up. Then take burnt lead, soak it
in ghee butter [samn] and treat him with it. That will cure him.

The father treated the boy accordingly, and the boy was cured.
The sores closed and the boy returned to his normal condition of
health.

I have myself treated with this medicine many who were afflicted
with such disease, and the treatment was successful in removing
the cause of [82] the complaint.

Newly arrived Franks are especially rough: One insists that
Usamak should pray eastward. — Everyone who is a fresh emigrant
from the Frankish lands is ruder in character than those who have
become acclimatized and have held long association with the Mos-
lems. Here is an illustration of their rude character.

Whenever I visited Jerusalem I always entered the Agsa
Mosque, beside which stood a small mosque which the Franks
had converted into a church. When I used to enter the Aqsa
Mosque, which was occupied by the Templars [al-ddwiyyak), who



