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A. Recovering Lost Women’s Voices

B. Questions Raised by this Recovery for Philosophy:

1. What is philosophy?

2. What is the history of philosophy?

3. How does the inclusion of women’s voices/thoughts/work change one’s understanding of the nature of Western philosophy?

a. Its basic assumptions;

b. Conception of key fields of philosophy (e.g., epistemology and metaphysics, history of philosophy, ethics, philosophy of x areas);

c. Its methodology;

d. What counts as philosophy.

4. In what ways did women philosophize differently than men?
C. Relevance of this Recovery for Feminism and Feminist Philosophy
D. Goals of this Course/Exploration of Western Women Philosophers
PHILOSOPHICAL TIME PERIODS

600 BC – 500 AD:

Ancient Philosophy

1. Well-Known Male Philosophical Contemporaries 

a. Names and Works

b. Key Philosophical Positions or Schools of Thought

c. Links to Relevant On-Line Resources

2. Key Philosophical Positions or Schools of Thought

3. Relevant Geographical Contexts (with Maps)

4. Relevant Historical Contexts (e.g., art, economics, literature, politics, religion, science and mathematics)

500– 1600: 
Medieval, Renaissance, and Enlightement Philosophy

1. Well-Known Male Philosophical Contemporaries 

a.  Names and Works

b. Key Philosophical Positions or Schools of Thought

c. Links to Relevant On-Line Resources

2. Key Philosophical Positions or Schools of Thought

3. Relevant Geographical Contexts (with Maps)

4.  Relevant Historical Contexts (e.g., art, economics, literature, politics, religion, science and mathematics)
1600 – 1900:
Modern Philosophy

1. Well-Known Male Philosophical Contemporaries 

a. Names and Works

b. Key Philosophical Positions or Schools of Thought

c. Links to Relevant On-Line Resources

2. Key Philosophical Positions or Schools of Thought

3. Relevant Geographical Contexts (with Maps)

4. Relevant Historical Contexts (e.g., art, economics, literature, politics, religion, science and mathematics)

1900 – Present:
Contemporary Philosophy

1. Well-Known Male Philosophical Contemporaries 

a. Names and Works

b. Key Philosophical Positions or Schools of Thought

c. Links to Relevant On-Line Resources

2. Key Philosophical Positions or Schools of Thought

3. Relevant Geographical Contexts (with Maps)

4. Relevant Historical Contexts (e.g., art, economics, literature, politics, religion, science and mathematics)

INDIVIDUAL WOMEN  PHILOSOPHERS

I. 600 BC – 500 AD:
Ancient Philosophy (20)
A. Early Pythagoreans

1. Themistoclea

2. Theano

3. Arignote

4. Myia

5. Damo
B. Late Pythagoreans

1. Aesara of Lucania

2. Phintys of Sparta

3. 
Perictione I

4.
Theano II

5.
Perictione II

C. Neoplatonists
1. Apsasia of Miletus

2. Diotima of Mantinea

D. Julia Domna (Neopythagoreanism)

E. Makrina (Gnosticism and Christianity)

F. Hypatia of Alexandria

G. Others (ancient women philosophers about whome very little is known)
1. Arete of Cyrene

2. Asclepigenia of Athens

3. Axiothea of Philesia

4. Cleobulina of Rhodes

5. Hipparcia the Cynic

II. 500– 1600: Medieval, Renaissance, and Enlightement Philosophy (15)
A. Hildegard of Bingen

B. Heloise

C. Herrad of Hohenbourg

D. Beatrice of Nazareth

E. Mechtild of Magdeburg

F. Hadewych of Antwerp

G. Birgitta of Sweden

H. Julian of Norwich

I. Catherine of Siena

J. Olivia Sabuco de Nantes Barrera

K. Marie le Jars de Gournay

L. Roswitha of Gandersheim

M.  Christine de Pisan

N. Margaret More Roper

O. Teresa of Avila
III. 1600 – 1900:
Modern Philosophy (31)

A. Margaret Cavendish, Duchess of Newcastle

B. Kristina Wasa, Queen of Sweden

C. Anne Finch, Vicountess Conway

D. Sor Juana Ines de la Cruz

E. Damaris Cudworth Masham

F. Mary Astell

G. Catherine Trotter Cockburn

H. Gabrielle Emilie le Tonnelier de Breteuil du Chatelet-Lomont

I. Mary Wollstonecraft

J. Clarisse Coignet

K. Antoninette Brown Blackwell

L.  Julie Velten Favre
M. (Additional) 17th Century Women Philosophers
1. Anna Maria van Schurman

2. Bathsua Pell Makin

3. Elisabeth of Bohemia, Princess Palatine

4. Helena Lucretia Cornaro Picsopia

O. (Additional) 18th Century Women Philosophers

1. Lauri Bassi Verati

2. Catherine Sawbridge Macaulary-Graham

3. Sophia, A Person of Quality [pseudonym]

4. Marie de Gouzes

5. Mary Fairfax Somerville

6. Anna Doyle Wheeler

P. (Additional) 19th Century Women Philosophers

1. Catherine Ward Beecher

2. Harriet Martineau

3. Harriet Hardy Taylor Mill

4. Jenny Poinsard d’Hericourt

5. George Eliot (Marian Evans)

6. Clemence Royer

7. Juliette Lambert la Messine Adam

8. Christine Ladd-Franklin

9.   Hortense Allart de Meritens
IV. 1900 – Present:  Contemporary Philosophy (45)
A. Victoria, Lady Welby

B. E. E. Constance Jones

C. Charlotte Perkins Gilman

D. Lou Salome

E. Mary Whiton Calkins

F. L. Susan Stebbing

G. Edith Stein

H. Gerda Walther

I. Ann Rand

J. Cornelia Johnna de Vogel

K. Hannah Arendt

L. Simone de Beauvoir

M.  Simone Weil

N. (Additional) 20th Century Women Philosophers

1. Sophia Willock Bryant

2. Julia Henrietta Gulliver

3. Helen Dendy Bosanquet

4. Jane Addams

5. Elizabeth S. Haldane

6. May Sinclair

7. Ellen Bliss Talbot

8. Emma Goldman

9. A. M. Bodkin

10. Evelyn Underhill

11. Helen Knight

12. Grace Mead Andrus de Laguna

13. Nima Hirshensohn Aderblum

14.  Beatrice Edgell

15. F. Rosamond Shields

16. Katherine Everett Gilbert

17. Una Mirrieles Bernard Sait

18. Helen Huss Parkhurst

19. Sister Mary Patricia Garvey

20. Karen Costelloe Stephen

21. Phyllis Ackerman

22. Dorothy Wrinch Nicholson

23. Marjorie Silliman Harris

24. E.M. Whetnall

25. Ruth Lydia Saw

26. Ivy MacKenzie

27. Margaret Materman Braithwaite

28. Margaret Mac Donald

29. Helen M. Smith

30. Elizabeth Anscombe

31. Alice Ambrose

32. Angela Davis

TIME LINE 

WHAT MAKES THESE WOMEN PHILOSOPHERS?

A. Engagement with the philosophical ideas of their time.

B. References to their ideas and to them by name as philosophers or philosophical thinkers by contemporary (male) philosophers and scholars.

C. Their biographies (e.g., their education, teaching)

D. Style of their teachings and writings

E. Focus on conceptual analysis and argumentative proof of ideas that are basic and general and familiar to philosophical reflection.

RECOVERY OF WOMEN’S PHILOSOPHICAL VOICES:

IMPLICATIONS FOR FEMINISM

Main implication: The inclusion of women in philosophy changes what counts as  philosophy, philosophical methodology, a philosophical issue, a philosophical theory, and the history of philosophy. 

How? Consider five distinct ways:

A. The inclusionof women and ideas put forth by women, even if not feminist women or feminist ideas, challenges the view that, until fairly recently, there were no female philosophers in the history of Western philosophy.

B. Even when the positions of some of these women philosopher reinforce traditional views about the roles of women, “women’s nature,” or women’s association with the “private” (versus “public”) sphere, they often do so in a way which does not morally justify those traditional views but shows the relevance of traditional views regarding the public sphere to the “private sphere” of women (e.g., regarding family life, running the domestic economy, cultivating virtues).

C. Some of these women philosophers offer positions which challenge mainstream Western views (e.g., of reason, emotion, knowledge, the self, ethics, politics, human nature, metaphysics, science).

D. Some of these women philosophers address issues (what some have inappropriately dubbed “women’s issues”) which have been inappropriately omitted, ignored, or downgraded in traditional Western philosophy.

E. Some of these women philosophers offer methodological approaches based on women’s felt lived experiences; these approaches often challenge both the approaches and conclusions arrived at by traditional Western male philosophers.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

LINKS

A. To Individual Women Philosophers

B. To Male Philosophers who were Contemporaries of These Women Philosophers

C. To Contemporary Feminist Thinking and Writing

D.  To the Philosophical Areas or Fields Addressed by these Women Philosophers

D. To Relevant Historical Sites:

1. art, art history (including digital slides, photos, reproductions)

2. economics

3. history

4. literature

5. mathematics

6. politics

7. psychology

8. religion

9. science (including astronomy, biology, physics)

F. To Relevant Geographical Sites (e.g., maps, archival material)

G. To Relevant Philosophical Organizations

H. To Courses on the History of Women Philosophers 

I. To Personal Web Pages of Philosophers who work on the History of Women Philosophers

