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Congratulations, Class of 2015! 



 

Macalester College Chemistry Department - Class of 2015 

Jesse Cutter 

Hometown: Overland Park, Kansas 

Advisors: Professor Brisbois and Professor MacGregor (Geology) 

Majors: Chemistry and Geology 

Favorite chemistry course: Physical Chemistry 

Favorite chemistry lab moment: Blowing up a bomb calorimeter with Ruth 

Favorite Part about Research: Cereal breaks in the Brisbois lab 

Ruth Pardini 

Hometown: Solon, Iowa 

Advisor: Professor Hoye 

Major: Chemistry 

Minor: Anthropology 

Future plans: Figure out my future plans 

Research experience: Organic research in the Brisbois lab 

Favorite chemistry course: Inorganic with Greg or Physical Chemistry with Rob 

Favorite chemistry moment: When Jesse and I blew up a bomb calorimeter 

What I will miss the most: Making fun of Professor Brisbois on a regular basis 

Specific interests within chemistry: Food chemistry 

Interests outside chemistry: Photography, camping, and cheese 

Michael Joseph de la Torre Blanchard 

Hometown: Long Beach, California 

Advisor: The Good Doctor Varberg 

Major: Chemistry Minor: Mathematics 

Future plans: I'll be living in the Twin Cities mixing chemicals for money. 
Eventually, I'll be one with nature with my own farm somewhere in the West. 

Favorite chemistry moment: Everyone singing the birthday song before my 
capstone presentation 

Favorite element: Crazium 

What I will miss the most: Getting basic with my fellow chemistry seniors at le Tap 

Who will replace me: Whoever wins the duel: Maximus Sandstorm vs. Aman 
Imananani 

Deep thoughts: "By cooperation, everyone becomes better. By competition, 
everyone becomes bitter."  - Miguel Loco 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

  

Francis Gwandu 

Hometown: Singida, Tanzania 

Advisors: Professor Varberg (and Professor Brisbois) 

Major: Chemistry Minor: Economics 

Favorite chemistry courses: Accelerated General Chemistry, Organic Chemistry 

Research Experiences: One summer with Professor Varberg, two years in the 
Brisbois lab, and a semester at 3M 

Future plans: Working in the Display Material and System Division at 3M 

Favorite Chemistry moment: When Professor Varberg asked me to do research 
with him after only taking accelerated general chemistry with him 

What goes well with chemistry at Mac: The Tap with fellow seniors on Fridays 
and after night classes 

Favorite element: Francium (I believe the element was named after me) 

Specific interests within chemistry: Anything application-based 

Why I majored in Chemistry: Because reading and writing papers daily stinks 

Tara Cayton 
Hometown: Pleasanton, California 

Advisor: Professor Varberg 

Majors: Chemistry with an emphasis in biochemistry, Japanese 

Minor: Biology 

Future plans: Medical/graduate school 

Research experience: Research in the Brisbois Lab on organic chemical synthesis 
of triazoles 

Favorite chemistry moments: Chilling at 8:00am with our 3-person lab for 
analytical chemistry, and winning the cartoon war against Professor Brisbois 

Most awkward chemistry moment: Brisbois asking me to properly pronounce 
every Japanese organic chemist in front of the class 

Favorite quote: A Vandy-ism: "Francis, your tako is not that fascinating." 

What goes well with chemistry at Mac: Post-Chem-Sem Tappy Hour 

Modestas Filipavičius 

Hometown: Šiauliai, Lithuania Advisor: Professor Aanonsen 

Majors: Chemistry, Biology with an added emphasis in biochemistry 

Future plans: Medicinal Chemistry Ph.D. at the University of Washington 

Research experience: Several summers and semesters studying inflammatory 
chronic pain with Lin Aanonsen 

Favorite chemistry course: Fischer’s CHEM112 - it inspired me to do the major 
Favorite chemistry moment: Exploding bomb calorimeter in the P-Chem lab 
What I will miss the most: The fun, relaxed atmosphere in Susan’s 8:00am labs ☺ 

Who will replace me: Nobody!  Ha ha ha! 

Advice to those who follow: Don’t be afraid of asking for help, somebody’s always 
got your back! 

Favorite element: Oxygen - every breath I take, every tire I inflate, O2 has never let 
me down! 

Interests outside chemistry: Biking, table tennis, home espresso, and 
photography 

Wojciech Michno 
Hometown: Örnsköldsvik, Sweden 

Advisors: Professor Hoye, Professor Eric Wiertelak (Neuroscience Studies) 

Majors: Chemistry, Neuroscience Studies 

Minor: Biology 

Future plans: Hopefully, research in neurochemistry 

Research experience: Independent research in behavioral neuroscience at 
Macalester, and in neuroimmunology at the University of Gothenburg in Sweden 

What I will miss the most: My black beauty and the cutie (you know who you are ;) 

Who will replace me: I believe I am irreplaceable! 

Deep thoughts: How could one fail with that liquid nitrogen...? 

Sonia Pollock 

Hometown: Evanston, Illinois 

Advisor: Professor Hoye 

Major: Chemistry with an emphasis in biochemistry 

Minors: Biology, Environmental Studies 

Future plans: Environmental Science? Or not. 

Research experience: Researched properties of compostable plastics with 
Professor Marc Hillmyer at the University of Minnesota 

Favorite chemistry quote: "I don't like it, and I'm sorry I ever had anything to do 
with it." - Schrodinger on quantum 

Interests outside chemistry: Acro yoga!!! 

Advice to those who follow: Spend more time in the CRSL (Mac’s Center for 
Religious and Spiritual Life)! 

Alex Weberg 

Hometown: East Aurora, New York 

Advisors: Professors Varberg and Fischer 

Major: Chemistry 

Minor: Mathematics 

Future plans: Attend graduate school in inorganic chemistry 

Research experience: Professor Fischer’s lab, studying coordination of PhBP3 with 
low-valent group VI and VII metals 

Favorite joke: Why do sharks swim in salt water?  Because if they swam in pepper 
water they would sneeze. 

Something that you may not have known about me: I play banjo 

Favorite quote: “Time to get a watch!” 

Advice to those who follow: Try leading 

Andy Olinger 
Hometown: Ames, Iowa 

Advisors: Professor Kuwata (Unofficially: Professors Hoye, Aanonsen, and Jansen) 

Major: Chemistry with an emphasis in biochemistry 

Future plans: Medical school after a gap year of scribing 

Research experience: Two summers with Professor Kuwata, one summer at the 
University of Minnesota 

Favorite chemistry courses: Organic and Quantum 

Favorite quotes:  
“So, yeah...it’s…it’s...whatever.” - Professor Hoye, some Friday afternoon 
“Now, you shouldn’t just think of Kaarin when I say porphyrin.” - Greg Rohde 

What I will miss the most: Chemistry seminar! (But really, my brilliant, awesome 
fellow chemistry majors) 

What goes well with chemistry at Mac: Groveland Tap & procrastination naps 

Why I majored in chemistry: The appeal of not having to study plants, and 
Professor Kuwata’s first year course 

Brian Carr 

Hometown: Mequon, Wisconsin 

Advisors: Professor Splan, but also Professors Hoye and Brisbois 

Major: Chemistry with an emphasis in biochemistry 

Future plans: Dental school at the University of Pennsylvania 

Research experience: One summer in the Hoye Lab and another with the Grubbs 
Group at Caltech 

Favorite chemistry course: Anything organic 

Favorite quote: When Professor Hoye says "That's a great question" to a student 
who is clearly not asking a good question 

What goes well with chemistry at Mac: Friday excursions to The Tap for happy 
hour; watching South Park with Crazy Mike during office hours 

 

Lorela Paço 

Hometown: Vlora, Albania 

Advisor: Professor Hoye 

Major: Chemistry with an emphasis in biochemistry 

Future plans: Medicinal chemistry Ph.D. at the University of Washington, in Seattle 

Why I majored in chemistry: I started taking organic chemistry in my first year and 
it took me the whole weekend to complete the first problem set. It was awful.  
I liked it. 

What goes well with chemistry at Mac: It is humbling to be part of a department 
filled with people that are both bright and kind....and the Tap. 

Favorite quote: "One stereoisomer makes you go bald and the other one makes 
you high.  It is Friday afternoon, which one are you going to chose?" - RCH 

Kaarin Evens 

Hometown: Duluth, Minnesota 

Advisor: Professor Splan 

Majors: Chemistry, Music 

Future plans: Chemistry Ph.D. at the University of Wisconsin - Madison 

Research experience: Porphyrin project in the Splan lab and one summer of 
organic synthesis with alum Richmond Sarpong at Berkeley 

Favorite chemistry course: Quantum Mechanics and Spectroscopy 

Favorite element: Potassium 

Why I majored in chemistry: Accelerated Gen Chem >> Biodiversity and Evolution 

Specific interests within chemistry: Physical and biophysical chemistry 

What goes well with chemistry at Mac: Friday afternoons at the Tap with the other 
chemistry majors 

 

Rebecca Meier 
Hometown: New Melle, Montana Advisor: Professor Hoye 

Major: Chemistry Minor: Biology 

Future plans: Live a happy, fulfilled life, full of hobbies and wonderful people 

Research experience: Perfluoronated polymers and their applications in fuel cell 
membrane technology 

Favorite chemistry moment: Dress as a fellow senior chemistry major 

What I will miss the most: Going to the Tap with the seniors 

Advice to those who follow: Look for opportunities both in academic and industry 
labs; the comparative experiences will help you know your interests better. 

What goes well with chemistry at Mac: Toast-o-clock 

Favorite Mac memory: Making Chemistea goodies with Sonia for all my chem 
babies! The Periodic Table of Cupcakes!!! 

Why I majored in chemistry: I will be so very employable. 

Interests outside chemistry: Kickboxing 

Something you may not have known about me: Did I mention I like to dance?  

 

Jacob Lueck 

Hometown: Eagan, Minnesota Advisor: Professor Chatterjea 

Majors: Chemistry, Biology 

Future plans: Biophysics and/or biomedical related science graduate school 

Research Experience: Polymer chemistry in the McNeil Lab at the University of 
Michigan (Summer 2013); biochemistry research with Marcos Ortega at 
Macalester College (Spring 2015) 

Favorite chemistry moment: Senior party at Gregory Rhode’s apartment 

What I will miss the most: All of the 2015 seniors 

Advice to those who follow: Talk and listen to Rob Rossi.  He gives great life 
advice. 

What goes well with chemistry at Mac: The Groveland Tap 

Why I majored in chemistry: I thought chemistry was interesting and fun 

Specific interests within chemistry: Biochemistry and bioinorganic chemistry 

Interests outside chemistry: Football and the Al Storm Games 


