Classics 487 - Advanced Reading in Greek:

Sophocles’ Oidipous Tyrannos
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Spring 2016                                                                                                         Macalester College

MWF 10:50 – 11:50                                                                                                    Old Main 410       

Nanette Goldman

Office:  Old Main 314      Phone: 651 - 696 - 6659 (x6659)

Office Hours: MWF 1:00 – 2:00, Tu 1:30  – 3:00 p.m. and by appointment.

Email:  goldman@macalester.edu 

Course Web Page: moodle.macalester.edu (Advanced Reading in Greek)
Required Texts:

Sophocles: Oidipous Tyrannos. ed. Jeffrey Rusten, Bryn Mawr Greek Commentaries. 1990
Sophocles I (Antigone, Oedipus the King, Oedipus at Colonus) 3rd edition. Griffith, Grene, 
          Lattimore. Chicago. 2013
An Intermediate Greek- English Lexicon, Liddell and Scott, Oxford. Any edition
Recommended Texts: (on 2-hour reserve at library)

Greek Grammar. H.W. Smyth, Harvard, 1986.

or

Oxford Grammar of Classical Greek, James Morwood, Oxford, 2003.

and

Complete Handbook of Greek Verbs (Tutti Frutti), Marinone and Guala, Milano, 1972

Useful alternate student texts of the Oidipous Tyrannos with extensive notes(on 2-hour reserve at library)
Sophocles: Oedipus Rex. ed, R.D. Dawe. Cambridge Greek and Latin Classics.2006

Sophocles’ Oedipus Tyrannus. ed. Geoffrey Steadman. POD. 2015
Sophocles: Oedipus Tyrannus. ed, R.C. Jebb. Cambridge or Hakkert.1963

Course objectives

In this class our principal aims will be to:

1.   Gain greater facility with translating and interpreting Greek texts

2.
Examine the traditions of Classical scholarship with regard to text and literary 
      criticism

3.
Explore the phenomenon of ancient Greek tragedy in a socio-historical context 

4. Develop research skills using the tools of the discipline

5. Attain fluency in oral and written expression

6. Engage with secondary scholarship pertinent to students' areas of interest and/or expertise

Course description

The majority of our class time will be spent translating and interpreting the full Greek text of the Oidipous Tyrannos, 1530 lines.  The nature of the "textual commentary" will be fully explored. We will also read the entirety of the play in English, as well as the two other plays of the Theban trilogy.  As relevant, we will discuss philological matters such as morphology, syntax, grammar, lexical problems, textual emendations, and metrical schema. Secondary readings will be assigned as the semester progresses and areas of individual student interest emerge. You will dictate what we investigate and in many cases will be responsible for directing the class discussion. Each student will choose a topic for which she or he will assign readings, develop a bibliography, give a class presentation and write a 12-15-page paper. There will be two quizzes, one mid-semester exam and one final exam, all of which will focus on translation and interpretation. Small written assignments will be added on occasion. 

Assignments and Grading  

Most assignments will be given at the end of every class period. All assignments will be posted on the web via the Moodle system. You will be responsible for checking that between class meetings for any emendations. Secondary readings will be available either on the Moodle page or at the reserve desk of the DeWitt Wallace library.  

The components of your final grade break down as follows:

Class performance (regularity and promptness in attendance, thoroughness of advanced preparations in reading/translation, consistency in contribution to discussions, small written assignments), 20%  

Quizzes: 5%
Stepped writing assignments: (response paper, book review, annotated bibliography) 10%
Research paper:  1st draft 5% – second/third draft 20%

Class presentation of paper 5%

Mid-semester exam: 15%

Final Exam: 20% - Sat 5/7 
10:30am - 12:30pm.
Grading Scale:

94-100         A

90-93           A-

88-89           B+

83-87           B

80-82           B-

78-79           C+

73-77           C

70-72           C-

68-69           D+

62-67           D

59-61           D-

0-58             F

Writing Assignments 

          1. Response paper.
Respond in 1 - 2 pages typed, double-spaced to some scholarly debate (to be determined) about the Oedipous Tyrannos
2. Book Review.  
1. Choose a book, or an article or chapter longer than 60 pages that is germane to your paper topic or general area of interest. If you are reviewing a book, it must be a monograph rather than an edited collection of articles or conference papers. It can however be a commentary on the play, provided there is just one commentator and the length of the text is not too extreme. You may take a chapter from an edited collection as long as it is longer than 60 pages.

2. Submit the title to me for approval – you may also make an appointment with me to discuss it in greater detail

3. Look at examples of book reviews on Oedipous Tyrannos on Moodle:  You may also wish to look at the websites and documents listed on the Moodle page under book review.

4. Organize your comments into two main sections 350 – 400 words each. In the first describe the contents and organization of the book and the objectives of the author.  Be as specific as you can, within the space allotted. The second section is your critique. Here you may discuss the position or the author and how well she or he supported the hypothesis or executed the stated purpose of the book.

5. Use footnotes for citations, if any, as defined by the Chicago Manual of Style.   See Turabian, A Manual  for Writers of Research Papers, Theses and Dissertations, 7th edition, U of Chicago, 2007

6. At the end write a paragraph in which you discuss how this book has or has not helped you formulate a topic for your project.

3. Annotated Bibliography.  

4.  1st draft of 10-12 page paper (exposition and defense of hypothesis based on individual research) 

5.  Final draft of paper. 
6.  Class presentation of written paper. The guidelines and grading rubric for this stage (see below) will be given to the students a week in advance in written form and discussed briefly in class.
· 10 -12  minutes formal presentation 

· Explain the issue you are investigating, or the phenomenon you are analyzing, any problems, the primary and secondary sources 

· Present your thesis and a brief recapitulation of the evidence that supports it

· Work from a clear written source, whether your paper text or outline.

· You may pose some questions to your class members if you would like input on how to think about certain issues

The following criteria will provide the bases for assessment:

1. Clarity of speech  

2. Lucidity of concepts  

3. Cognizance of the time frame allowed  

4. Comprehensiveness of material  

Grades assigned on the extent to which the presentation meets the criteria above

A:  fulfills them entirely

B:  meets the majority of them

C:  meets a number of them

D:  meets few

F:  meets almost none

7.  Optional 3rd draft of paper. Students will receive their final draft with the grade and extensive comments. They will have the option to revise over the weekend and submit a 3rd draft. 

Final Paper (25%):       
12-15 page paper which reflects results of your own inquiry. This is a process wherein you develop an original idea, conduct research, come to a conclusion, and set out in writing how the results of your inquiry support your hypothesis. The seeds of your idea should come from the Greek text of Sophocles and other authors as applicable, but you may extend your focus to any academic discipline where your main interest lies (Classics, English literature, French Literature, Music, Ancient Art, Theatre, Film, Library Science etc.)

The following criteria will provide the bases for assessment:

1. Topic is of such a scope as to be covered adequately in the space allowed.

2. Paper reflects an appropriate range of research resources. 

3. The argument synthesizes commonly held notions in an innovative way, and/or advances the scholarly conversation even to a small degree.

4. Ideas are presented clearly and writing style displays flawless grammar, spelling and syntax.
Grades assigned on the extent to which the paper meets the criteria above

A:  fulfills them entirely

B:  meets the majority of them

C:  meets a number of them

D:  meets few

F:  meets almost none

Step 1 = Response Paper

Step 2  = Book Review

Step 3 = Meetings to discuss topic

Step 4 = Annotated bibliography 

Step 5 = Meeting to discuss writing process

Step 6 = First Draft

Step 7 = Meeting to discuss 1st draft

Step 8 = Class Presentation

Step 9 = Final Draft

Step 10 = Optional 3rd draft

