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KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Dr. Julianne Malveaux
President, Bennett College

Dr. Julianne Malveaux is an econo-
mist and public intellectual known
for her incisive commentary on
race, gender, labor, and the econo-
my. As the 15th president of Bennett
College, Dr. Malveaux has been the
architect of exciting and innova-
tive transformations at America’s
oldest historically black college for
women. In the four short years of

her presidency, Bennett College
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has received a 10-year reaffirma-
tion of its accreditation from the
Southern Association of Colleges
and Schools, markedly improved
its existing facilities, embarked on
a $21 million capital improvements
program—which marked the first
major campus construction in
more than 25 years—and enjoyed

an historic enrollment high.

Dr. Malveaux’s popular writing has
appeared in numerous publications,
including Ms. Magazine, Essence
magazine, Los Angeles Times,
Charlotte Observer, and San
Francisco Examiner. Dr. Malveaux
has been a contributor to academic
life since receiving her PhD in
economics from MIT in 1980.

She received her bachelor’s and
master’s degrees in economics from
Boston College. Her latest publica-
tion is “Surviving and Thriving: 365

Facts in Black Economic History.”

“Economic and Social Justice

in the 21st Century”

This talk investigates the history
of the economic recession and its
effects on people of color, women,
and children in particular. What
have been the failures of govern-
ment? How has the economy left
behind most Americans? What are
the effects on those who are most

vulnerable?

In a recent essay, Dr. Malveaux
argues that we live in a corroded
economy: “While poverty strikes
some communities harder than

it does others, the fact is that we
have more people in poverty than
we have had since we began to
measure poverty in 1959, and we've
only seen poverty at this level twice
since 1965.Then, we declared a war
on poverty. Now, we seem content
to accept it.” Dr. Malveaux's address
will consider the hard truths of the
nation’s economic failure and will

issue a call to arms for change.

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE
THURSDAY, FEB. 23

Reception

4:30-5:30 p.m.

Alexander G. Hill Ballroom,
Kagin Commons
Macalester College

Keynote Address

6-7:30 p.m.

Alexander G. Hill Ballroom,
Kagin Commons
Macalester College

Book signing to follow
FRIDAY, FEB. 24

Macalester Faculty Response
11 a.m.-Noon

Lunchtime Discussion

with Students

Noon-1:30 p.m.
Weyerhaeuser Boardroom
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The American Studies Department at Macalester College
is honored to host the thirteenth annual American Stud-
ies Conference, “Economic and Social Justice in the 21st
Century.”

Held every February during Black History Month, the confer-
ence brings internationally renowned scholars to campus to
present their work and engage with faculty, staff, students,
alumni, and residents of the Twin Cities. The conference
seeks to highlight the links among scholarship, activism,
and civic engagement. Each year a different theme is
selected, based on pertinent issues.

The American Studies Department serves as the academic
focal point for the study of race, ethnicity, and difference in
a national and transnational framework.

For more information on the American Studies Department or
this event, contact Kathie Scott at scott@macalester.edu.

Sponsored by the American Studies Department
Macalester College
macalester.edu/americanstudies
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