
Projections from the Chair
Eric Carter, Geography Department Chair

This  i s  no ordinary a loe plant !

When she graduated in 2017,  
Geography major Stephanie Shimota 
gave me a smal l  a loe vera plant .  She
had inscribed the c lay pot with a  
s imple message in neat  curs ive:  
Thank you for  he lping me grow!

I  took this  sweet gif t  home, and as  
a loe plants  wil l ,  i t  grew and grew. 
Later ,  I  moved i t  into a  bigger pot  
and brought i t  to work.  Eventual ly,  
Laura Smith took i t  into her off ice,  
where the plant  got plenty of  sun 
on top of  a  f i l ing cabinet  near a
window with good southern exposure.  With Laura ’ s  care,  the
plant continued to f lourish unti l  i t  became wildly overgrown.
In May of  this  year ,  I  decided i t  was f inal ly t ime to repot !

I  made this  one of  my summer projects .  In my garage,  I
careful ly separated the l i t t le  babies ,  or  pups,  from the mother
plant .  I  ended up with about two dozen new plants  a l l  over my
living room, where they adapted to a  new environment,
establ i shed new roots ,  and learned to l ive on their  own. Aloe
plants  need very l i t t le  water ,  and less  sunl ight that  you might
think.  You would be surprised how quickly they grow big and
strong,  with just  a  l i t t le  bit  of  love!

At the s tart  of  the school  year ,  I  handed off  the new plants  to
every faculty and staf f  member in the department.  You’ l l
probably see these l i t t le  a loe plants  on windowsi l l s  in off ices
on the f irs t  f loor of  Carnegie,  at  some point .

These descendants  of  Stephanie ’ s  original  plant  are l iving
reminders  of  how we al l  grow together in community,  through
our exchanges,  conversat ions,  and col laborat ions,  over the
years .  And,  even i f  you’re here for a  short  t ime,  you can leave
a last ing impress ion on us .

Welcome (back)  to Geography ,  and bes t  wishes  for  a  success ful
academic  year!
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Meet Lauren Gerlowski
Sophia Weil ‘28

Meet Lauren Gerlowski ,  the Geography department ’ s  new
vis i t ing instructor for the 2025-2026 academic year .

Lauren graduated from Point Park Univers i ty in 2018 with a
BA in Global  and Cultural  Studies  and a BFA in dance.  After
graduation,  she danced profess ional ly for one year before
complet ing her MS in geography at  the Univers i ty of
Wisconsin-Madison,  where she i s  current ly a  PhD candidate.
Her research focuses  on the urban pol i t ica l  economy’s  role in
dance and “the precari ty of  dancers  in di f ferent spaces” .

Lauren’s  f i r s thand experience with the undercompensat ion of
profess ional  dancers  sparked her area of  interest .

“In geography,  especia l ly tradit ional  economic geography,
value i s  s trongly associated with capita l  and with money
exchange,  but art i s t s  real ly complicate that  and add dif ferent
levels  of  meaning to the word value,”  she said.  “They're
producing symbolic value that  complicates  tradit ional
economic geography understandings of  value and capita l .”

Fueled by her own art i s try,  she encourages s tudents  to take
on ass ignments  creat ively to expand the value of  their
education.  She quickly real ized students  at  Macalester  are up
for the chal lenge.

“It  makes my job real ly easy and del ightful  to see s tudents
engage cri t ica l ly with geographic scholarship,”  she said.  “I
love working with s tudents  that  are dedicated to their
education—that ’ s  what drew me to Macalester .  I t ’ s  so excit ing
to be a  part  of  a  school  where a l l  of  the s tudents  are actual ly
eager to learn.”

After  her t ime at  Macalester ,  Lauren intends to continue
teaching,  the path she deems most  ful f i l l ing.  She appreciates
her col leagues at  Macalester  for  nurturing her teaching
experience.

“It ' s  such a great  support  system to have so many faculty that
are welcoming to me and eager to come see me teach,  give
me evaluat ions,  give me feedback,  and [help me] f ind ways to
improve.”

Welcoming our Visiting Instructor
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Both Fitz and Oliver are looking forward to sharing their love of geography and
getting other students engaged with the department.

Oliver wants to help students realize “anything you really want to do can be put
into geography, and with such good professors and good people, we want to
show people that this is a spot at Mac for you.” Fitz agrees, “There's really so
much that's within geography, and I love that aspect of it. I'm especially passionate
about cultural geography and GIS, and in this major, I get to pursue both, which
is really special.”

New Ideas and a New Year
As co-presidents, Fitz and Oliver are also excited about bringing back the
community connections program. The program is an opportunity for
underclassmen to meet other geographers and receive an upperclassmen mentor to
answer questions and help get involved in the geography community. 

New GTU Presidents

Meet Fitz and Oliver
Henry Kling '28 

Last year,  Geography majors, minors, faculty, and staff elected two new
Gamma Theta Upsilon chapter co-presidents for the 2025-2026 school year,
Caroline “Fitz” Fitzpatrick ‘26 and Oliver Matus-Bond ‘26. 

Oliver Fitz

Favorite Geography Memory:
Working with the Easts ide Freedom

Library and Peter  Rachlef f  in the c lass
Qual i tat ive Research Methods.

Favorite Geography Memory:
Spending hours  in the remote sensing
lab last  year ,  and the community and

camaraderie there.  
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Goings-on in Geography

The Geography welcome back lunch!  There were
plenty of  famil iar  faces ,  post-summer catch-ups,

introductions,  and snacks.

Xavier  Haro-Carrión’s  Remote
Sensing class  pract icing their

drone f lying.

The f irs t  meeting of  the Geography community
connections buddy program.

The Geography open house,
featuring pizza,  dones ,  and more.

Out & About with Mac Geography
Henry Kling '28 
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Goings-on in Geography

Dan Trudeau’s  Urban Geography class
took a walking tour around the Mac-

Groveland neighborhood to get  a  c lose-
up look at  our urban environment.

Laura Smith’s  Regional  Geography of  the U.S.  and Canada class  took a day tr ip to
northern Minnesota to vis i t  the Iron Range,  s topping along the way at  Hibbing High

School ,  the Hull  Rust  Mine,  and more!

Mac Geography sent a  delegation to the
MN GIS/LIS Conference in Duluth.
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Student Research Spotlight

Mission Malnutrition
Sophia Weil '28 

Geography students  Al ice Gray ‘26 ,  Ol iver  Matus-Bond
‘26 ,  and Cla ire Rochelois  ‘ 27  conducted research in
Tanzania ’s  Mara Region this  summer.  The team was led
by Professor  B i l l  Moseley,  who worked with the Kof i
Annan Inst i tute for  Global  Ci t izenship to connect  wi th
Mwal imu Nyerere Univers i ty  of  Agr icul ture and
Technology,  located in Musoma,  Tanzania ,  and the St .
Paul -based NGO Project  Zawadi .

The research team spent  s ix  weeks invest igat ing the
impact  of  school  farm and garden programs by
comparing two Pro ject  Zawadi  model  schools  and two
control  schools .  Pro ject  Zawadi  suppl ies  i ts  model
schools  wi th s taf f  members and community leaders to
teach students  about  agroecology with the goal  of
secur ing more re l iable school  meals  for  s tudents .

The researchers conducted 240 interviews of  30 pr imary
school  s tudents  f rom each school .  They asked quest ions
about  their  fami ly  farming pat terns ,  what  they learned
from farm and garden programs at  school ,  i f  they
introduced what  they learned to their  fami l ies ,  and i f
their  fami l ies  implemented the new strategies .  

Other interviewees inc lude school  s taf f  members ,
agr icul tura l  extension of f icers ,  and local  champion
farmers .  These farmers are recrui ted by the government
to promote susta inable farming methods .  Addi t ional ly,
they give a  port ion of  their  harvests  to local  schools
and teach students  about  agroecology.

“ I t  was real ly  specia l  to  have designated t ime to l is ten
to farmers and hear  about  the chal lenges that  they ' re
facing ,  how they ' re  making decis ions about  their  land ,
and how they ' re  seeing the agr icul tura l  environment in
their  region evolv ing , ”  A l ice said .

F ie ld work is  one way to go beyond the c lassroom to
learn about  complex topics  f i rs thand ,  of tent imes
support ing a community and creat ing a long- last ing
impact  a long the way.

“Doing f ie ld work expands your understanding of  the
theories that  you ' re learning in c lass  in a  way that  no
other  undergrad exper ience can , ”  Cla i re sa id .  “ I  don ' t
th ink you a lways need to necessar i ly  have a foreign
exper ience—it  can be local ,  i t  could be in the Twin
Cit ies ,  i t  could be wherever  you ' re f rom.  No matter
where i t  is ,  i t ' s  impact fu l . ”
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Faculty Updates                                                      

Professor Eric Carter  

Professor I-Chun Catherine Chang 

InAugust ,  Professor Carter  traveled to
Argentina to del iver a  speech to the
Tucumán provincia l  legis lature,  presenting
his  research on health outcomes and
dispari t ies  in the region.  

After  decades of  work in the area,  his  most
recent project ,  a longside Laura Cordero,  a
heal th geographer from Tucumán, involves
examining how socia l  capita l  af fects  access
to heal thcare and socia l  services .  

Professor Chang has  been part  of  an
international  research consort ium focusing
on smart  ci t ies .  

The consort ium conducted a col laborat ive
research project ,  “Smart  Cit ies  in Global
Comparat ive Perspective:  Worlding and
Provincia l iz ing Relat ionships ,”  on seven
international  ci t ies  (Barcelona,  Calgary,
Seoul ,  Stockholm, Singapore,  Taipei ,
Toronto) from 2020 to 2024.

Smart Cities & Healthcare Access
Henry Kling '28 



Keep up with the wider Macalester Geography community by joining our 
Linkedin Group (Macalester College Geography Network), Facebook Group 

(Macalester College Geographers), or follow us on Instagram (@macgeography).

THE GRATICULE
Newsletter Editors
Henry Kling '28
Sophia Weil '28

Departmental Support
Eric Carter 
Constance DeLage      
     

Macalester Geography Department Newsletter

macalester.edu/geography
44.938951, -93.169306

Support Geography!

When giving to Macalester, consider making a gift to the
Geography Department. To direct your gift to our
program, please select “other” in the “designate gift to”
option and write "Geography" in the comments. Your gift
will support high-impact activities, including field trips
and professional development opportunities for students
that are a signature part of the Macalester Geography
experience. 

Want More?

UPCOMING EVENTS    
Geography Awareness Week
11/17/2025-11/21/2025,
Details TBA

Winter Dinner
12/02/25 5:00-7:00 pm, 
Weyerhaeuser Hall 

Dave Lanegran Day 
02/20/2026 5:00 pm,
AGH Ballroom | Kagin Commons

Alumni Updates
Semester Recap

 . . . and much more!

NEXT ISSUE

Alumni, What’s Up?
We’ve heard from several of you in

response to our past calls to action and hope to include a
special alumni updates section in a future edition. 

If you’ve been out and about, tell us what you’ve been up to!
Where in the world are you? What have you been doing

since you left Macalester? Have you traveled to far off
places? Written a book? Started a new business?

Submit an update here

The Wrap-Up
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https://www.linkedin.com/groups/12628609/
https://www.instagram.com/macgeography/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2201542300/
https://mx.technolutions.net/ss/c/gsby7xed_Q9kJKoUKuDGdIIaz-Ge-UZOM0Rsh3Nqw98DpPeGyETs15vwOPMGukt6No3LwVB32-AR14vpHsfOEA/3rx/0bJxDyfiTfy5dgO_iEN5vA/h5/6-8YWTyAFxu7C7Ht5Dxv9mSUmPzsYskBnycxiTjO3uI
https://www.macalester.edu/geography/
https://engage.macalester.edu/portal/giving?sys:gift:appeal=fe596c6e-11cf-4c68-a181-02a7f95ef4f4/supportmacbutton
https://engage.macalester.edu/portal/giving?sys%3Agift%3Aappeal=fe596c6e-11cf-4c68-a181-02a7f95ef4f4%2Fsupportmacbutton
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfRGa2mVNeM5uGGYnQSHpAMuKCg4XStRyjmC9ND7Lb0R-ioqA/viewform

