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the remainder of  the term as  the
urban geographer for the new Urban
Studies  Program.

Lanegran’s  c lasses  were oriented
toward team-building and having
fun.  He and his  late  wife ,  Karen,
often invited his  Urban Geography
senior seminar into their  home to
have part ies ,  f ie ld tr ips ,  and dining
clubs,  to form a sense of  community
between the s tudents .

The senior seminar worked on
community projects  for
neighborhood organizat ions and
advocated for community members .

“The ski l l s  that  geographers  have f i t
perfect ly in this  niche because we
knew how to ta lk to people,  do
surveys,  analyze data ,  and make
maps,”  he said.  “We had this  kind of
culture of  l iking what we do and
helping people who wanted help,
rather than pushing plans on them.”

The Geography Department ’ s
reputat ion spread throughout the
student body,  and enrol lment
gradual ly increased.  New faculty
members  were brought in to support
this  growth,  including Laura Smith
(his  former advisee) ,  Hol ly Barcus,
Bi l l  Moseley,  and Eric Carter .

Story cont inues  on page 2 .
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On February 20,  Macalester
celebrated Lanegran Day,  an annual
event supported by the Lanegran
Endowed Fund.  In ear ly March,  I  sat
down to chat  with Professor
Lanegran,  and he told me about his
integral  role in cult ivat ing
Macalester ’ s  Geography department.

Professor Hildegard Binder Johnson
founded the Macalester  Geography
department in 1947.  She went to the
off ice of  former Macalester  Pres ident
Charles  J .  Turck,  and told him that  a
school  c la iming to be international
needed to have a geography
department.

At the beginning of  his  t ime at
Macalester ,  David Lanegran was
uncertain about what he wanted to
study.  During the second semester  of
his  sophomore year ,  however,  he
took his  f i r s t  geography class ,  taught
by Professor Johnson.

“I  couldn't  bel ieve i t ,”  Lanegran
said.  “I  thought,  This  i s  the best
thing ever .  I t ' s  exact ly what I  want
to know.”

He ended up as  a  pre-law student
with a Geography minor,  as  there
wasn’t  yet  a  Geography major at
Macalester .  After  graduation,  he
real ized that  he couldn’t  ignore his
true pass ion for ci t ies .

Professor Johnson recommended that
he s tudy urban geography at  the
Univers i ty of  Minnesota.  Johnson
hired him to teach at  Macalester ’ s
summer school ,  and eventual ly for

WE HAD THIS  K IND OF  CULTURE
OF L IK ING WHAT WE DO AND
HELPING PEOPLE  WHO WANTED
HELP.
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Projections from the Chair
Eric Carter, Department Chair

I  was planning to write a  column on the peri l s  of
AI,  but instead,  l e t  me te l l  you about  my  fur  baby!

We've had our puppy Jango for two months.
He's  the f irs t  dog I 've ever owned,  and I 'm
seeing things a  bit  di f ferent ly now, as  I  become
more attuned to his  desires  and rhythms.  What ' s
under that  leaf  pi le?  Probably some source of
protein I  don't  recognize.  Why so much snif f ing
around under hedges?  Probably looking for birds
or rabbits ,  or  their  traces .  Through his  eyes ,  I
can see that  the earth i s  coming al ive again after
a long winter ,  not a l l  at  once,  but in a
patchwork of  sunl ight and shadows,  as  he digs
into wet soi l  under the melt ing snow.

Scholars  in animal  geography — a niche but
fascinat ing subfie ld of  geography — explain how
al l  animals  are enveloped by sensory
"atmospheres"  that  are undetectable to us
without technological  ass i s tance.  Human beings
rely so much on eyesight and sound,  due both to
our biological  l imitat ions and cultural
discipl ining,  that  we miss  quite a  lot  of  what ' s
happening as  we navigate the world around us .
In other words,  we tune things out .  

But "attending to animal  atmospheres  opens
analysis  to a  r ich and underexplored divers i ty of
ways of  being in the world" (1) .

Jango and I  are companions,  but of  di f ferent
species .  I ' l l  never be able to ful ly understand his
world,  a l though I  can try to attune mysel f  to him
better .  Similar  to what geographer Darren O'Brien
has found,  walks  with Jango are helping me to
"unlearn" my own "entrenched modes of  moving
through space,"  as  I  give into his  own "navigat ional
desires ,"  propel led by mysterious intentions (2) .

The world must  look dif ferent from a foot off  the
ground,  and Jango is  led more by his  nose than his
eyes ,  anyway.  The things that  catch my attention —
signs with words on them, makes and models  of
cars ,  qual i ty fences ,  potentia l  ice dams — don't
interest  him. St i l l ,  I  am noticing more detai l  as  I
walk through my famil iar  neighborhood,  as  I  s low
down for his  nose-forward meanders .  Jango doesn't
care about t ime,  at  least  not c lock t ime,  the minutes
and hours  that  s tructure my overscheduled days .  As
long as  we're tethered to each another on the leash,
we're on our t ime together.  That t ime seems
eternal ,  glacia l .  I  wonder how it  feels  to Jango?

Interes ted in learning more about  the Geography
department ' s  pets?  Check out  the next  page to guess
which pet  be longs to each department  member!

1.  Lorimer,  J . ,  Hodgetts ,  T. ,  & Barua,  M. (2019) .  Animals ’
Atmospheres .  Progress  in Human Geography,  43(1) ,  26-45.
2.  O'Brien,  D. (2024) .  Embracing the Radical  Cartographies  of  the
Doggy Dérive:  A Walk in Three Acts .  Humanimalia ,  14(2) ,  23-54.

A Success  Story ,  cont .

“The things that  s tudents  did interested other
students ,  and the department was bui l t  that  way,”
Lanegran said.  “I t ’ s  a  good department because the
students  at tract  their  peers  and keep the momentum
going.”

Geography,  to Lanegran,  i s  not only a  discipl ine,  but
a way of  thinking.  Geographers  can use their  unique
minds to act ively change f lawed systems and to bui ld
an ideal  future.

“It ' s  been the experience here at  Macalester  that
people come to the col lege not knowing what
geography is ,  but  they're bas ical ly geographers :  their
mind works spat ia l ly ,  they're interested in places ,  and
interested in people,”  Lanegran said.  “When they
come into the intro c lasses ,  they say,  This  i s  who I
want to be,  this  i s  what I  want to learn about.”

Professor Lanegran with s tudents  ( including
Laura Smith) ,  1990s.
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Lynx (left) & Sandor (right)

Can you guess whose pet is whose?

Eric and Jango

Guess the Pet!

Find the answers on the back page.

Department members:

Sparkle Dana

Pepper RomeoDaisy (left) & Ryan (right) Mimi

Clementine Colbie

Connie DeLage Bill Moseley

Dan Trudeau

Xavier Haro-Carrión

Lauren Gerlowski Robert Hendrickson Laura Smith

I-Chun Catherine Chang Holly Barcus

Henry Kling, ’28
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Lanegran Day 2026
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Tim Wallace ’02,  a  senior editor at  The
New York Times,  del ivers  his  keystone

address ,  “Newsroom Geography.”

“I  wanted to convey to the audience the
great  care and concern we in the newsroom
have for gett ing the s tory r ight ,  and what i t

feels  l ike to try to do that  from near and
far ,”  Wallace said.

“The greatest  thing about being back on
campus was the feel ing of  being at  home.

The sharp and thoughtful  conversat ions and
the warm welcome were just  the best .”

Lanegran Day 2026 brought together the
Macalester  Geography community —

students ,  a lumni,  and faculty bonded over
their  shared pass ion for geography and

grat i tude for Professor David Lanegran.

Sophia Weil, ’28
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Returning from Abroad

Mac Geography Across the Globe
Henry Kling, ’28

Many of  our Geography students  had the
opportunity to s tudy abroad last
semester .  Check out where some of  them
went!

Zayna in Cal i ,  Colombia

Zach in The
Hauge,

Netherlands

Thea in Valparaíso,  Chi le

Rachel  in Siem
Reap,  Cambodia

In Fal l  2025,  Mac
Geography
students  a l so
studied away in
Capetown, South
Africa;  Sydney,
Austra l ia ;
Amman, Jordan;
New York City,
USA; Barcelona,
Spain;  Buenos
Aires ,  Argentina;
and Copenhagen,
Denmark.

Where else  did Mac
Geographers  Go?



PAGE 6

 Faculty & Alumni Updates

THE GRATICULE

Community Geography
Henry Kling, ’28

Professor Hol ly Barcus

Milosz Fernandez-Kepka ’23:  
Soccer Without Borders
Macalester  Geography alum Milosz Fernandez-Kepka was recent ly
interviewed on the San Fransisco Bay Area T.V. s tat ion Telemundo
48 about his  work at  Soccer Without Borders .  The global
nonprofi t  works to improve access  to soccer ,  ut i l iz ing i t  to enact
posi t ive change and provide under-represented youth with the
opportunity for success .  Working in the Bay Area as  a  Coach
Mentor Fel low, Milosz uses  soccer to help bui ld community among
immigrant youth and support  them in reaching their  personal
goals .

In the interview, Milosz discussed how Soccer Without Borders
reduces barr iers  to playing soccer by making i t  f ree to play for the
communties  they serve,  providing them with a safe space to make
fr iends,  be themselves ,  and play some soccer .  

Professor Barcus,  who is  current ly on sabbatical ,  spent several  weeks in
India working on a pi lot  research project  and del ivering lectures  and
workshops a  the Delhi  School  of  Economics ,  Univers i ty of  Delhi ,  and
Mohanlal  Sukhadia Univers i ty.   

There,  she discussed her research on migrat ion and rural  sustainabi l i ty,
and highl ighted her work with the International  Geographical  Union
(IGU).  She a l so current ly serves  as  the IGU’s  Vice President .

Her work on migrat ion and identi ty includes looking at  how materia l
objects  inf luence and connect  to those subjects .  During her recent t ime
in India ,  she had the opportunity to explore these ideas ,  learning about
local  text i les  and handicrafts  in person.  

Professor Barcus ’ s  guest  lecture at  the Delhi
School  of  Economics

Professor Barcus learning about block
printing in Jaipur,  India
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Happenings in Geography                                       

Geography Department Announcements
Sophia Weil ’28

Midwest  Undergraduate Geography Symposium
2026 (MUGS)
Macalester  wil l  host  the 2026 Midwest  Undergraduate Geography Symposium,
where undergraduate geography students  from across  the Midwest  wil l  have the
opportunity to formal ly present their  research to a  community of  geographers
and fe l low students .  Keynote Speaker Professor Bi l l  Moseley wil l  present his
address ,  “Nourishing Geography:  The Six Dimensions of  a  Thriving Discipl ine.”

The event wil l  be held on Saturday,  May 2 from 8:30 am - 3:30 pm in the Janet
Wallace Fine Arts  Bui lding.  Presenters  must  submit  their  abstracts  by Apri l  12.
Macalester  s tudents  do not need to pay for registrat ion!  Look for an emai l  soon
for more detai l s  on registrat ion for Mac students .

Hansen Research Fund Winners
Three geography students  received grants  to carry out projects  in summer 2026.

Patr ick Angelo Sursano,  "Reconfiguring Urban Public  Spaces :  Public-Private
Partnerships  in Public  Market  Redevelopments"  (mentor,  Catherine Chang)

El  Davis-Greene and Timotei  Chas ,  "The Joy of  the Everyday City" (mentor,
Laura Smith)

The Hansen Research Fund was establ i shed in 2013 and supports  s tudents
involved in research projects  in the f ie ld of  urban geography,  with preference
given to current Geography majors .  Funding is  awarded every year .  

AAG Meeting
San Francisco Bay Area a lums and fe l low geographers :  This  year ' s  AAG
(American Associat ion of  Geographers)  Meeting takes  place in San Francisco,
March 16-21,  2026.  The Macalester  Party wil l  take place from 7-9 pm on
Wednesday,  March 18,  in the State Suite of  the Hil ton San Francisco Union
Square.  Bi l l  Moseley,  who is  a l so AAG president ,  and other Geography faculty
wil l  be in attendance.  We hope to see you there!
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Support Geography!

When giving to Macalester, consider making a gift to
the Geography Department. To direct your gift to
our program, please select “other” in the “designate
gift to” option and write "Geography" in the
comments. Your gift will support high-impact
activities, including field trips and professional
development opportunities for students that are a
signature part of the Macalester Geography
experience. 

Keep up with the wider Macalester Geography community by joining our 
Linkedin Group (Macalester College Geography Network), Facebook Group 

(Macalester College Geographers), or follow us on Instagram (@macgeography).

Want More?

UPCOMING EVENTS    
American Association of
Geographers (AAG) Meeting
March 16  - 21 , 2026th st

San Francisco, CA

Midwest Undergraduate Geography
Symposium (MUGS)
Saturday, May 2 , 2026nd

Hosted by Macalester Geography Department

Graduation
Student Reaserch Spotlight
And much more!

NEXT ISSUE

Alumni, What’s Up?
We’ve heard from several of you in

response to our past calls to action and hope to include more
alumni updates in future editions. 

If you’ve been out and about, tell us what you’ve been up to!
Where in the world are you? What have you been doing

since you left Macalester? Have you traveled to far off
places? Written a book? Started a new business? Let us

know!

Submit an update here

The Wrap-Up
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Guess the Pet Answers
Sparkle: I-Chun Catherine Chang; Dana: Xavier Haro-Carrión; Pepper: Laura Smith; Daisy & Ryan:

Holly Barcus; Mimi: Bill Moseley; Romeo: Rob Hendrickson; Lynx & Sandor: Dan Trudeau; Clementine:
Connie DeLage; Colbie: Lauren Gerlowski

https://www.macalester.edu/geography/
https://engage.macalester.edu/portal/giving?sys:gift:appeal=fe596c6e-11cf-4c68-a181-02a7f95ef4f4/supportmacbutton
https://engage.macalester.edu/portal/giving?sys%3Agift%3Aappeal=fe596c6e-11cf-4c68-a181-02a7f95ef4f4%2Fsupportmacbutton
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/12628609/
https://www.instagram.com/macgeography/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2201542300/
https://mx.technolutions.net/ss/c/gsby7xed_Q9kJKoUKuDGdIIaz-Ge-UZOM0Rsh3Nqw98DpPeGyETs15vwOPMGukt6No3LwVB32-AR14vpHsfOEA/3rx/0bJxDyfiTfy5dgO_iEN5vA/h5/6-8YWTyAFxu7C7Ht5Dxv9mSUmPzsYskBnycxiTjO3uI
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfRGa2mVNeM5uGGYnQSHpAMuKCg4XStRyjmC9ND7Lb0R-ioqA/viewform

