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scans,  and brew strong coffee to Bi l l ’ s  l iking.  Quickly,  my routine
three days a  week became opening up the lounge and putt ing in two
scoops of  coffee for a  brew (which four months later  I  found was
st i l l  too weak!) .  As mundane as  these tasks  may seem, they exposed
me to the people in the department that  would soon become an
intr insic  part  of  my Macalester  experience.  

As I  sat  at  that  desk my freshman year ,  professors  in the department
continuously came up to me,  badgering me about what major I
would declare.  After  two semesters  of  Dan going over di f ferent
courses  I  would l ike and many dif ferent s tudents  cycl ing in,
exposing me to dif ferent scopes of  geography I  would someday
study,  I  found that  this  was the department I  fe l t  a  t ie  to.  After
exploring other departments ,  I  declared a Geography major without
taking any courses  in the department,  because I  was not only
excited by the things I  could s tudy,  but a l so by the community I
could be a  part  of .

Having completed hundreds of  hours  in 109 (Remote Sensing Lab) ,
debated on countless  maps (mainly with Tim),  and spent an
excess ive amount of  t ime bothering SRM TAs,  I  have f inal ly
f inished my t ime at  Mac Geography.  I  am grateful  for  a l l  of  the
fr iends and mentors  who have made my past  four years  go so
quickly.

Projec t ions f rom the Chair  cont inue on page 2 .
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Caroline Fitzpatrick ’26  & Oliver Matus-Bond ’26
Oliver :
On my f irs t  day of
school ,  before I  had
taken any classes ,  at  7 :30
AM I c locked in to my
new job:  Off ice Ass is tant
at  the Geography
Department.  I  came into
col lege unsure of  what I
wanted to major in and
feel ing unprepared for
this  next  chapter .  But as
I  walked into the off ice,
Laura Kigin greeted me
and taught me how to
work the printer ,  take
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Projections from the Chair
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SAM
ANTHONY

BEN
ARNOLD

FREEMAN
BODA

JOSHUA
CORORVE

Advice for the next
Mac Geographers?
“Be creat ive and ask

for help!”

What
geography

song do you
have on repeat

right now?
“ I 've  Been

Everywhere  by
Johnny Cash”

Favorite Geography
Class?

“Laura Smith's
Geography of  the US

and Canada”

Mac Geography in
one word is :
“Sprawling”

TIM
DELVENTHAL

Favorite Geography
Class?

“Geography of
Development and

Underdevelopment”

Carol ine:
Like Oliver ,  my Macalester  Geography story s tarts  way back on the f irs t  day of  col lege.  My
curiosi t ies  about ci t ies  and urban spaces  led me to enrol l  in Metro Analysis  with Laura Smith
during the f irs t  semester  of  my f irs t  year .  As a  fresh high school  graduate,  I  immediate ly fe l t
int imidated and anxious in this  course,  as  I  was academical ly chal lenging mysel f  l ike I  never had
before.  With that  being said,  the endless  support  I  received from my peers  and Laura provided
me with a blanket of  comfort  and assurance that  never let  me give up or feel  a lone.  My peers  in
that  c lass  shared endless  wisdom with me about navigat ing Macalester  and the Twin Cit ies ,  and
inspired me to pursue a  Geography major.

Over the fol lowing few years ,  I  continued taking every Geography course I  poss ibly could,  and
fel l  more and more in love with the Geography community here and the Twin Cit ies  at  large.
Opportunit ies  to connect  with community partners  have been of  part icular  inf luence to me,  and
have pushed me to apply my learning from the c lassroom into the real  world.  I  am eager to
continue learning about people,  place,  and the interconnectedness  between people and place after
I  graduate.  

I  feel  eternal ly grateful  for  the Macalester  Geography Department for foster ing this  specia l  space
of openness  and inclusivi ty that  has  not only shaped my experience at  Macalester  but has  a l so
shaped me as  a  person.  I f  I  were to share any words of  wisdom to the next  generat ion of
geographers ,  I  would say to s tay curious and continue bui lding community!

Projections from the Chair, cont.

Congratulations,
Geography Class of ’26!

Not pictured: Caleb Browne, Jul ia Caste l lano, 
Li ly Gomi, Al ice Gray, Dylan Herl ihy, 

Max Leuss ing, James McConnel l , and Georgia Richter .



THE GRATICULE PAGE 3

Congratulations Geography Seniors!

BRENNA
SOMDAHL-SANDS

ELIZABETH
TREVATHAN

DALLAS
WATSON

Advice for the next
Mac Geographers?
“Take a c lass  with
every professor !”

Favorite Geography
Class?

“Neotropical
Landscapes”

Best Geography
Field Trip?

“Eric Carter ' s  tr ip
through Minneapolis
and Minnehaha Fal l s”

RISHIKA
KUNDU

Favorite Geography
Class?

“Borders  and
Belonging with Rupak”

CAROLINE
FITZPATRICK

CATHERINE
KANE

EZRA 
KORN-MEYER

Favorite memory
from Geography?

“Hanging in the geog
lounge”

What geography song
do you have on repeat

right now?
“Georgia On My Mind

by Ray Charles”

Mac Geography in
one word is :

“JOYFUL”

WILL
ROSENBERG

Favorite Geography
Class?

“Geography of  U.S.
and Canada”

SOL
LANDMAN-
FELDMAN

OLIVER
MATUS-BOND

MARA
PIRONE

Favorite memory
from Geography?

“The geography
progress ives !”

Advice for the next
Mac Geographers?

“Map everything you
can”

Best Geography
Field Trip?

“Trip to the Gifberg
in South Africa”

ELLA
WILLIAMS

Advice for the next
Mac Geographers?
“Attend SRM Office

Hours ! !”
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Geography Honors Day
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Sophia Weil ’28

On Apri l  15,  the Macalester  Geography Department celebrated Geography Honors  Day.
Ben Arnold,  Jul ia  Caste l lano,  Tim Delventhal ,  Al ice Gray,  Oliver Matus-Bond, and Mara

Pirone presented their  honors  thesis  presentat ions.  Congratulat ions honors  s tudents !
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Spring Happenings

This  year ,  UMN Geography hosted Mac geographers  at  the third annual  UMN x Macalester
Geography socia l .  Hope to see them again soon!

During spring break,  Jul ia  Caste l lano,
Alice Gray,  Mara Pirone,  Ben Arnold,

Oliver Matus-Bond, and Tim Delventhal
presented their  honors  projects  at  the AAG

(American Associat ion of  Geographers)
meeting in San Francisco,  CA.

Congratulat ions !

Dal las  Watson '26 presented at  the 2026
Scholars  at  the Capitol  Showcase.  Dal las
presented in the Minnesota State Capitol

Rotunda to s tate pol icymakers  and
members  of  the public  about "The Black
Aquatic Tradit ion:  Reclaiming Bodies  of

Water ."  Congratulat ions Dal las !

Henry Kling ’28
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 Spring Dinner
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2026 Spring Dinner Recap
Henry Kling ’28

Mac Geographers  gathered for this  year ’ s
Spring Dinner to celebrate everyone’s
hard work,  the graduating seniors ,  and
another great  year in Geography!  

Bill Moseley

Robert Hendrickson

Geography Department Awards

Macalester  Geography
Award for Excel lence of

Scholarship:
Julia Castel lano

David A. Lanegran Award:

Caroline Fitzpatrick,
Catherine Kane, Oliver

Matus-Bond, & Will
Rosenberg

Hildegard Binder Johnson
Prize in Geography:  

 Zayna Hopkins,  Sophia
Spisak, Patrick Angelo

Sursano, & Kelsey
Blickenstaff  (not pictured)
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MUGS                                   

2026 Midwest Undergraduate Geography Symposium
Henry Kling ’28

This  year ,  Macalester  Geography had the opportunity to host  the Midwest  Undergraduate
Geography Symposium (MUGS).  MUGS is  a  unique opportunity for undergrads in
geography to meet other s tudents ,  present their  own geography research,  and get  to hear
about others ’  work.  Many of  Mac’s  s tudents  presented,  and Professor and AAG President
Bil l  Moseley del ivered the keynote presentat ion.  

I-Chun Catherine Chang 
Promoted to Professor
Henry Kling ’28

Congratulat ions to Professor I-Chun
Catherine Chang on her promotion
to ful l  Professor .  Catherine works
very hard to support  s tudents  and

the department,  and we’re very
lucky to have her !

Thank you for a l l  that  you do for
Mac Geography,  Catherine.

Congratulat ions !
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macalester.edu/geography
44.938951, -93.169306

Support Geography!

When giving to Macalester, consider making a gift to
the Geography Department. To direct your gift to
our program, please select “other” in the “designate
gift to” option and write "Geography" in the
comments. Your gift will support high-impact
activities, including field trips and professional
development opportunities for students that are a
signature part of the Macalester Geography
experience. 

Keep up with the wider Macalester Geography community by joining our 
Linkedin Group (Macalester College Geography Network), Facebook Group 

(Macalester College Geographers), or follow us on Instagram (@macgeography).

Want More?

Summer Recap
Student Reaserch Spotlight
And much more!

NEXT ISSUE
Alumni, What’s Up?

We’ve heard from several of you in
response to our past calls to action and hope to include more

alumni updates in future editions. 

If you’ve been out and about, tell us what you’ve been up to!
Where in the world are you? What have you been doing

since you left Macalester? Have you traveled to far off
places? Written a book? Started a new business? Let us

know!

Submit an update here

The Wrap-Up

THE GRATICULE

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/12628609/
https://www.instagram.com/macgeography/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2201542300/
https://www.macalester.edu/geography/
https://engage.macalester.edu/portal/giving?sys:gift:appeal=fe596c6e-11cf-4c68-a181-02a7f95ef4f4/supportmacbutton
https://engage.macalester.edu/portal/giving?sys%3Agift%3Aappeal=fe596c6e-11cf-4c68-a181-02a7f95ef4f4%2Fsupportmacbutton
https://mx.technolutions.net/ss/c/gsby7xed_Q9kJKoUKuDGdIIaz-Ge-UZOM0Rsh3Nqw98DpPeGyETs15vwOPMGukt6No3LwVB32-AR14vpHsfOEA/3rx/0bJxDyfiTfy5dgO_iEN5vA/h5/6-8YWTyAFxu7C7Ht5Dxv9mSUmPzsYskBnycxiTjO3uI
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfRGa2mVNeM5uGGYnQSHpAMuKCg4XStRyjmC9ND7Lb0R-ioqA/viewform
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