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located at 9550 Inver Grove Trail (Dakota County Road 77), Inver Grove Heights, Minn.

HUMMING=-EIRDS =t CRDUATY,
In late spring they will appear, these tiniest of birds with thelr svesrlike ber’s ~nd

their blurry vibrating wings, ‘%s they move effortlessly from one : ficwer to arather
i sasy we find one's self thinking of tiny ~vian heliconters

f=1
up invisible cargo at small, brightiy-colored helinorts,

There iz only one species of hummingbird ir “innesctn; indeed, fror the Crest Pl=ins erct-
ward 1t is the Tuby=-throsted Tummingbird (2rchilochus cclubris) which one encounters, It
would be an interesting thing to have a closer look at these 1:itle summertime denizens of
the wildflowers; hence the initiation of 2 studvy of the Ruby~throated Hummingbird at Ordvey
about three years ago,

In the course of studying other birds I have captured cne or two humminghirds by =ccident,
I decided to include these captures in the data which sre bheing gsthered on the bird »onu-
lation at Ordway. Since this calls for specisl arrangements I took stens sbout three vesrs
ago (1978) to collaborate with a well-established bander of humming-birds, Mr. Jemee C,
Johnzon, He is located in the Ozarks of south-central lMissour® »nd I h=ve =nent time ~ith
him during the nast two swmmers, learning correct technirues =nd coonerating with im ‘n
the study of this interesting bird. It is our hope that we may te -7le to »nrove = =micrstion-
al connection between the birds at Table Rock Mountain (M0) and Crdway (IN), Thus far cur
efforts have not been crowned with success, It does seem, however, that there m-y be =
direct-line correlation between the many birds wiich £i1] the =ir =t “r. Johnson's homesite
and the comparatively few which show up at Ordway, These lzatter snend much of their time
during the late days of summer in foraging at the stands of Jewelweed down nesr te Iiver,
Here they flercely guard the area, ofter driving off larger birds =nd making this their verw
own 'happy humming grounds”,

What we need now are more solid data in the form of recartured specimens which hove been
banded at either of the two banding-sites, ‘ir, Johnson hss =lreadv estsbliished trat some of
the birds return to his sstablishment vear-after-vears thus far we hsve no firm »roof of
that 3t Crdway although it is fairly logical that such is the case,
idow I would welcoms a re-encounter with one of these tinv morsels of beautv! Zomehow it
makes the ardors of winter s 1little easier to bear when one conterml=tes these +tinv enits
of feathered flame flying far south into !lexico -nd Central imerica only to msle the Tonc-
return trin next spring,

.
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