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HENRY R. WEST

PERSONAL

Born:  December 16, 1933

Family:  Married, two living children (one deceased)

Citizenship:  U. S. A. 

Home:  1721 Princeton Ave.

       St. Paul, Minnesota 55105

       (651) 698-6595

Office:  Department of Philosophy

         Macalester College

         St. Paul, Minnesota 55105

         (651) 696-6155

         e-mail: west@macalester.edu

EDUCATION

Harvard University, Ph.D. 1965  (Philosophy)

Union Theological Seminary, M.Div. 1959  (Theology)

Duke University, M.A., 1958  (Philosophy)

Emory University, B.A. 1954  (Humanities)

Oxford University, post-doctoral research, 1965, 1970-72, 1985-86

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS

Macalester College, 1965-present (Assistant Professor of Philosophy, 1965-70; Associate Professor of Philosophy, 1970-76; Professor of Philosophy, 1976-2008; Emeritus, 2008-)

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 1961-65 (Instructor of Humanities)

Harvard University, 1961-62 (Teaching Fellow; resigned to accept full-time position at M.I.T.)

Spelman College, 1957-60 (Instructor of Philosophy, History and Sociology)

VISITING ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS:

University of North Carolina, spring, 1980 (Visiting Professor of Philosophy)

University of Chicago, 1978-79 (Visiting Professor in the College)

University of Minnesota, spring, 1968 (Visiting Assistant Professor of Philosophy)

INSTITUTES, SEMINARS, WORKSHOPS: TEACHING

American Philosophical Association Committee on the Teaching of Philosophy, North Central Regional Workshop on the Teaching of Philosophy, 1983, 1985, 1988, 1989, January and March 1990:  Co-Director (with Baruch Brody, except March 1990 with Allan Gotthelf)

Council for Philosophical Studies, Institute on Philosophical Ethics for Science and Engineering Faculty, directed by Samuel Gorovitz, Summer, 1978:  Teaching Staff (with Gerald Dworkin, Philippa Foot, and Ruth Macklin)

SUMMER INSTITUTES, SEMINARS, WORKSHOPS: PARTICIPATION

NEH Summer Seminar for College Teachers on "Victorian Social and Political Thought," directed by Joseph Hamburger, Yale University, summer 1993

NEH Summer Seminar for College Teachers on "Consequentialism," directed by Jonathan Bennett, Syracuse University, summer 1988

Council for Philosophical Studies and NEH Summer Institute on "Kantian Ethical Theory," directed by Jerome Schneewind, Johns Hopkins University, sum​mer 1983

American Philosophical Association Committee on the Teaching of Philosophy Workshop on the Teaching of Philosophy, directed by Baruch Brody and Michael Hooker, Williams College, summer 1982

Liberty Fund Workshop on "Ethics and Economics," directed by James Buchanan and Gordon Tullock, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, summer 1977

NEH Summer Seminar for College Teachers on "The Plausibility of Utilitarianism," directed by Richard Brandt, University of Michigan, summer 1975

Council for Philosophical Studies and NSF Summer Institute on the Philosophy of Science, directed by Patrick Suppes, Stanford University, summer 1967

HONORS AND FELLOWSHIPS

Phi Beta Kappa, elected in junior year at Emory University, 1953 

Omicron Delta Kappa (honorary leadership), elected in junior year at Emory University, 1953

Phi Sigma Iota (honorary Romance language), elected in junior year at Emory University, 1953

Finalist in Rhodes Scholarship competition (nominee from Emory University in 1954 and 1955; nominee from state of Georgia in 1955)

Woodrow Wilson Fellowship, 1954-55

Scholarship, Union Theological Seminary, 1955-57

Finalist, Marshall Scholarship competition, 1960

Faculty Fellowship, Southern Fellowship Fund, 1960-61

Summer Research Grant, M.I.T., 1964

Old Dominion Fellowship, 1965

Faculty Foreign Fellowship, Macalester College, summer, 1968

Partial leave research grants, Macalester College, spring, 1968; fall, 1968; fall and spring, 1969-70; spring, 1978; spring, 1982

Ford Foundation grant for Faculty Development in the Humanities, 1970-71

Fund for Post-Secondary Education Faculty Renewal Grant, 1973-74

Mellon grants for faculty renewal and to support research, 1981-84

Bush grants to support research, 1983, summer 1987

NEH Fellowship for College Teachers, 1985-86

Thomas Jefferson Award, 1988

Wallace Faculty Development Program, Macalester College, grant for extended Sabbatical, 1992-93

PUBLICATIONS

BOOKS:

Moral Philosophy: Classic Texts and Contemporary Problems, edited by Joel Feinberg and Henry West (Encino, California: Dickenson Publishing Company, Inc., 1977).  Author of introductions to sections on "Intrinsic Value: What Makes a Life Worthwhile?" "Right and Wrong:  Problems and Theories of Human Conduct," and "The Role of Reason in Ethics," and contributor of an original essay entitled "Justice and Utility."

An Introduction to Mill’s Utilitarian Ethics (Cambridge, New York and Melbourne: Cambridge University Press, 2004).

The Blackwell Guide to Mill’s Utilitarianism, edited by Henry R. West (Oxford: Blackwell Publishing, 2006).  Author of “Introduction” and chapter “Mill’s ‘Proof’ of the Principle of Utility.”
Mill’s Utilitarianism: A Reader’s Guide (London and New York: Continuum Publishing, 2007).
ARTICLES:

"Philosophy," Standard Reference Yearbook, 1967.

"Philosophy," Standard Reference Yearbook, 1968.

"Philosophy," Funk & Wagnalls Standard Reference Yearbook, 1969.

Review of In Defense of Free Will: With Other Philosophical Essays, by C. A. Campbell, The Philosophical Review, Vol. LXXVIII (October, 1969), 549-552.

"Philosophy," Funk & Wagnalls Standard Reference Yearbook, 1970.

"Philosophy," Funk & Wagnalls Standard Reference Yearbook, 1971.

"Reconstructing Mill's Proof of the Principle of Utility," Mind 81 (1972), 256-257.

"Logic," "Plato," "Rationalism," and "Realism," Funk & Wagnalls New Encyclopedia (New York:  Funk & Wagnalls, Inc., 1972).

"Philosophy," Funk & Wagnalls Yearbook: Events of 1971 (New York: Funk & Wagnalls, Inc., 1972).

"Philosophy," Funk & Wagnalls Yearbook: Events of 1972 (New York: Funk & Wagnalls, Inc., 1973).

"Utilitarianism," Encyclopaedia Britannica, 15th edition (Chicago, 1974).  Reprinted as part of article "Philosophy, History and Systems" in subsequent editions.

"Mill's Naturalism," Journal of Value Inquiry 9 (1975), 67-69.

"Comparing Utilitarianisms," Philosophy Research Archives 1 (1975), 239-243.

"Mill's Qualitative Hedonism," Philosophy 51 (1976), 97-101.

"Mill's Moral Conservatism," Midwest Studies in Philosophy, Volume 1: Studies in the History of Philosophy, edited by Peter A. French, Theodore E. Uehling, Jr., and Howard Wettstein (1976), 71-80.

"Mill's Proof of the Principle of Utility," in The Limits of Utilitarianism, edited by Harlan B. Miller and William H. Williams (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1981), 23-34.

Review of Pleasures and Pains: A Defense of Qualitative Hedonism, by Rem B. Edwards, Ethics 91 (1980-81), 314-317.

Review of Midwest Studies in Philosophy, Volume III: Studies in Ethical Theory, edited by Peter A. French, Theodore E. Uehling, Jr., and Howard Wettstein, International Studies in Philosophy 15 (1983), 83-84.

"Bibliographical Contributions on Kantianism vs. Utilitarianism," in Kantian Ethical Thought (Published by The Council for Philosophical Studies, 1984), 20-28.

"The Concept of Justice and Conflict Resolution," in Social Policy and Conflict Resolution: Bowling Green Studies in Applied Philosophy, Vol. 6 - 1984, edited by Thomas Attig, et. al.. (Bowling Green, Ohio: The Applied Philosophy Program, Bowling Green State University, 1984), 27-37.

Review of Bentham and the Oppressed, by Lea Campos Boralevi, International Studies in Philosophy 20 (1988), 100-101.

Review of John Stuart Mill and the Pursuit of Virtue, by Bernard Semmel, International Studies in Philosophy 20 (1988), 146-147.

Review of Common-Sense Morality and Consequentialism, by Michael Slote, International Studies in Philosophy 21 (1989), 115-116.

Review of Liberal Utilitarianism: Social Choice Theory and J. S. Mill’s Philosophy, by Jonathan Riley, International Studies in Philosophy 24 (1992), 129.

"John Stuart Mill," in The Encyclopedia of Ethics, 2 volumes, edited by Lawrence Becker (New York: Garland Publishing Company, 1992), 811-816

Review of Morals, Motivation and Convention: Hume's Influential Doctrines, by Francis Snare, Ethics 103, (1992), 166-167.

Commentaries on cases studies in Teaching Engineering Ethics: A Case Study Approach, edited by Michael S. Pritchard (Center for the Study of Ethics in Society, Western Michigan University, 1992), 45-47, 59-60, 111-113, 129-131, 145-147, 170-171, 241-244, 261-263, 326-328, 483-484.

Review of Practical Reasoning, by Robert Audi, International Studies in Philosophy 24 (1992), 118.

Review of The Liberal Self: John Stuart Mill's Moral and Political Philosophy, by Wendy Donner, Utilitas, 5 (1993), 323-325.

Review of Beyond Optimizing: A Study of Rational Choice, by Michael Slote, International Studies in Philosophy, 25, (1993), 106.

"Consequentialism," Encyclopedia of Philosophy, Supplement (New York: Simon and Schuster Macmillan, 1996), 101-2.

"Mill, John Stuart," Encyclopedia of Philosophy, Supplement (New York: Simon and Schuster Macmillan, 1996), 346-7.

"Mill, John Stuart," The Blackwell Encyclopedic Dictionary of Business Ethics, edited by R. Edward Freeman and Patricia Werhane (Oxford: Blackwell Publishers, 1997), 420-1.

"Mill's Qualitative Hedonism," originally published in Philosophy 51 (1976), reprinted in J. S. Mill's Social and Political Thought: Critical Assessments, edited by G. W. Smith (New York & London: Routledge, 1997).

"Mill's ‘Proof’ of the Principle of Utility," originally published in The Limits of Utilitarianism, edited by Harlan B. Miller and William H. Williams (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1982), reprinted in Mill's Utilitarianism: Critical Essays, edited by David Lyons (Lanham, MD, & Oxford, UK: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc., 1997).

Review of Economic Efficiency and Social Justice: The Development of Utilitarian Ideas in Economics from Bentham to Edgeworth, by John Bonner.  Ethics 107 (1997), 771.

Review of The Cambridge Companion to Mill, edited by John Skorupski.  International Philosophical Quarterly, Vol. 39 (1999), 487-488.

Review of Mill and the Moral Character of Liberalism, edited by Eldon J. Eisenach.  Ethics 111 (2001), 405-407.

“Mill, John Stuart,” The Encyclopedia of Ethics, second edition, edited by Lawrence C. Becker and Charlotte B. Becker.  (New York and London: Routledge, 2001}, 1098-1103.

Review of Utilitarianism, Hedonism and Desert, by Fred Feldman.  International Studies in Philosophy, XXXXV, No. 4 (2003), 244-245.
“Introduction,” in The Blackwell Guide to Mill’s Utilitarianism (Oxford: Blackwell Publishing, 2006), 1-8.
“Mill’s ‘Proof’ of the Principle of Utility,” in The Blackwell Guide to Mill’s Utilitarianism (Oxford: Blackwell Publishing, 2006), 174-183.
“Mill, James (1778-1836),” The Encyclopedia of Philosophy, second edition, 10 volumes, edited by Donald M. Borchert.  (Detroit, New York, etc.: Macmillan Reference USA, 2006), Vol. 6, 218-220.
“Mill, John Stuart [Addendum],” The Encyclopedia of Philosophy, second edition, 10 volumes, edited by Donald M. Borchert.  (Detroit, New York, etc.: Macmillan Reference USA, 2006), Vol. 6, 232-234.
Review of Rethinking Mill’s Ethics: Character and Aesthetic Education, by Colin Heydt.  NDPR (NOTRE DAME PHILOSOPHICAL REVIEW), 2007: 4.10.
“Mill’s Case for Liberty,” in Mill’s On Liberty: A Critical Guide, edited by C. L. Ten (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2008), pp. 22-40.
“John Stuart Mill,” in The Routledge Companion to Ethics, edited by John Skorupski (London and New York: Routledge, 2010), pp. 181-191.
Review of Mill, by Wendy Donner and Richard Fumeton.  Journal of Moral Philosophy 8 (2011) 11-13.

Review of J. S. Mill: Moral, Social and Political Thought, by Dale E. Miller.  Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews 2011:11:08.
“Mill and Rawls,” in Mill on Justice, edited by Leonard Kahn (Houndmills, Basingstoke, UK: Palgrove-Macmillan, 2012), pp. 119-134.

“J. S. Mill,” Oxford Handbook of the History of Ethics, edited by Roger Crisp (Oxford University Press, 2013), 527-543.
 “Utilitarianism,” in The International Encyclopedia of Ethics, edited by Hugh LaFollette.  (Blackwell Publishing, 2013).
Review of Mill, by Frederick Rosen.  Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews (NDPR) 2013.08.11
“Mill and Utilitarianism in Mid-Nineteenth Century,” Cambridge Companion to Utilitarianism,   edited by Ben Eggleston and Dale Miller (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2014.) 61-80.
PAPERS PRESENTED TO PHILOSOPHICAL MEETINGS

"Grading and Value," to the North Carolina Philosophical Society, May, 1955.

"Rule-Utilitarianism," to the Southern Society for Philosophy and Psychology, April, 1963.

"Utilitarianism and Contributory Causation," to the Southern Society for Philosophy and Psychology, April, 1964.

"Act-Utilitarianism and Rule-Utilitarianism," to the American Philosophical Association, Western Division, May, 1964.

Comment on "A Close Look at the Open Question," by D. B. Terrell, to the Minnesota Philosophical Society, October, 1965.

Comment on "Supererogation and Imperfect Duty," by Michael Stocker, to the American Philosophical Association, Western Division, May, 1966.

Comment on "Crucial Issues of Mind-Body Monism," by Herbert Feigl, as part of a Symposium on Mind-Body Identity, to the Minnesota Philosophical Society, October, 1966.

"Rule-Utilitarianism and the Problem of Reform," to the University of Pittsburgh Philosophy Colloquium, June, 1966.

Comment on "Necessary and Sufficient Condition and Taylor's Argument for Fatalism," by Irving Block, to the American Philosophical Association, Western Division, May, 1967.

Comment on "Quine's Theory of Ontic Commitment and the Problem of Universals," by Perry Mason, to the Minnesota Philosophical Society, October, 1968.

"'Ought' Does Not Imply 'Can'," to the Minnesota Student Philosophical Association, October, 1968.

"One Crucial Issue in the Defence of Utilitarianism," to a seminar on "Utilitarianism" given by R. M. Hare and J. J. C. Smart, Oxford University, Michaelmas Term, 1970.

"An Interpretation and Defence of Mill's 'Proof' of the Principle of Utility," to the Ockham Society, Oxford University, Hilary Term, l972.

"John Stuart Mill's Conception of Morality," to a seminar on "The End of Morality," given by Jean Austin and Justin Gosling, Oxford University, Hilary Term, 1972.

"Levels of Moral Thinking and Rule-Utilitarianism," to a symposium on "Moral Principles and Utilitarianism," Oxford University, Trinity Term, 1972.

"Act-Utilitarianism and the Problem of Distributing Collective Consequences," to the University of Minnesota Philosophy Colloquium, Spring, 1975.

"General Welfare vs. Individual Rights," presented in a series of lectures on medical ethics sponsored by the University of Minnesota, Duluth, Department of Philosophy and the Miller-Dwan Hospital Medical Center, March, 1976.

Comment on "Utilitarianism and the Reductio ad Absurdum," by Linda Bell, to the American Philosophical Association, Eastern Division, December, 1976.

"Mill's Proof of the Principle of Utility," to a conference on "The Moral Foundations of Public Policy: The Limits of Utilitarianism," Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, May, 1978.

"Plato's Republic, Book I," to "Life of the Mind" Lecture Series, University of Chicago, 1979.

"Mill's Proof of the Principle of Utility," to the North Carolina Philosophical Society, April, 1980.

Comment on "Randomization of Choice," by Arthur Kuflik, to the American Philosophical Association, Western Division, April, 1980.

Comment on "Children's Rights," by Laurence D. Houlgate and by Carl Wellman, to a conference on "The Moral Foundations of Public Policy: Rights," Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, May, 1980.

Comment on "Justifying Legal Welfare Rights," by Carl Wellman, to the Society for Philosophy and Public Affairs, April, 1981.

"Problems for Utilitarianism," to the Workshop on the Teaching of Philosophy, July, 1981.

Comment on "The Replaceability Argument," by James White, to the Minnesota Philosophical Society, October, 1981.

"The Mind-Body Problem," to Hamline University Philosophy Department Colloquium, March, 1982.

Comment on "Hare's Formalistic Utilitarianism: A Critique," by Richard Corliss, to the Minnesota Philosophical Society, October, 1982.

"A Defense of Utilitarianism," to the NEH Summer Institute “Kantian Ethical Thought,” July, 1983.

Comment on "Animal Liberation and Environmental Preservation," by James White, to the Minnesota Philosophical Society, October, 1983.

"Justice in Conflict Resolution," to Sixth Annual Conference on Applied Philosophy, Bowling Green State University, April, 1984.

Comment on "Worker Layoff," by Eloise J. Maki, to a Colloquium on Engineering Ethics, College of St. Thomas, October, 1984.

Comment on The Ethics of Homicide, by Philip Devine, to the Minnesota Philosophical Society, November, 1984.

"Justice and Poverty: A Utilitarian View," to a symposium on "Poverty, Justice and the Law," University of Santa Clara, February, 1985.

Comment on "Prerogatives and Restrictions," by Frances Myrna Kamm, to the American Philosophical Association, Pacific Division, March, 1985.

"Preference Utilitarianism vs. Mental State Utilitarianism," to the Philosophy Department Colloquium of the University of Liverpool, March, 1986.

Comment on "On Consequentialism in the Criticism of Public Policy," by H. E. Mason, to the Minnesota Philosophical Society, October, 1986.

"Paradigms and Research Programs in Ethics," to the Philosophy Department Colloquium of the University of Minnesota, November, 1986.

"Preference Utilitarianism vs. Mental State Utilitarianism," to the American Philosophical Association, Pacific Division, March, 1987.

"Self-Interest as a Motive: The Views of the British Utilitarians," to a Liberty Fund conference, Houston, November, 1987.

"Smart on 'Mixed Strategies'," and "Comment on 'The Unforeseeable Future'," presented to NEH Summer Seminar for College Teachers on "Consequentialism," directed by Jonathan Bennett, July 25 and June 28, 1988.

"The Utilitarian Basis of Mill's On Liberty," to the Honors Program Lecture Series of the College of William and Mary, March 29, 1989.

"Was Mill a Rule-Utilitarian?" to the Philosophy Club of the College of William and Mary, March 30, 1989.

"Paradigms and Research Programs in Ethics," to Minnesota Philosophical Society, October 21, 1989.

"Mill and Kant on Care For and Use of One's Body," to a Liberty Fund Symposium on "Personal Responsibility and Personal Freedom in Medical Care," Houston, December 7-10, 1989.

Comment on "Nagel on the Badness of Pain," by Richard Garner, to the American Philosophical Association, Eastern Division, December 30, 1989.

Comment on "The Categorical Imperative of Prudence," by Nadia Vania, to the Minnesota Philosophical Society, October, 1991.

"Self-interest as a Motive in Bentham and Mill," to The International Society for Utilitarian Studies International Congress 1992, London, Ontario, April 3-5, 1992.

"Arguments for the Existence of God," in Philosophy of Religion lecture series at Inver Hills Community College, September 30, 1992, taped and broadcast on educational television.

Comment on "Moral Objectivism vs. Nonobjectivism in Determining the Start of Personhood," by Doug Knapp, to the Minnesota Philosophical Society, October 17, 1992.

"Psychological Hedonism," to a Philosophy Colloquium sponsored by the Department of Philosophy, University of Minnesota, Duluth, April 2, 1993.

"Act Utilitarianism and Randomization," to the Society for Exact Philosophy, Toronto, May 15, 1993

"The Development of J. S. Mill's Qualified Form of Socialism," to NEH Seminar on "Victorian Social and Political Thought," Yale University, summer, 1993.

"Qualities of Pleasure: Mill's Ambiguous Theory," to the Minnesota Philosophical Society, St. Cloud State University, October 23, 1993.

Comment on "Abortion, Intention, and the Law," by Michael Degnan, to the Minnesota Philosophical Society, Bethel College, October 26, 1996.

"Qualities of Pleasure, Second-Order Pleasures, and Family Resemblances," to the American Philosophical Association, Eastern Division, Atlanta, December 30, 1996.

"Was J. S. Mill an Act- or Rule-Utilitarian?" to the International Society for Utilitarian Studies, New Orleans, March 22-23, 1997.

Comment on "The Virtues and Utilitarianism Reconsidered," by Eric Russert Kraemer, to the Minnesota Philosophical Society, Carleton College, October 25, 1997.

“Criticisms of Utilitarianism: The Role of Competing Paradigms,” to the Minnesota Monthly MoralPhilosophy Meeting, April 25, 1999.

Comment on “A Case Study in Incrementalism: Restricting Physician-Assisted Death to the Terminally Ill,” by Martin Gunderson and David J. Mayo, to the Minnesota Philosophical Society, University of Minnesota, Duluth, October 9, 1999.

Comment on “Moral Judgments and the Expression of Moral Attitudes,” by Kyle Swan, to the Minnesota Philosophical Society, St. Olaf College, October 4, 2003.

Comment on “Utility Maximization Generalized,” by Paul Weirich, to the American Philosophical Association, Pacific Division, San Francisco, March 23, 2005

Comment on “Since Vegetable Farming Kills Sentient Beings, What Is a Utilitarian to Eat?” by Bart Gruzalski and Gaverick Matheny, Society for the Study of Ethics and Animals, meeting in conjunction with the American Philosophical Society, Central Division, Chicago, April 27, 2006.

“John Stuart Mill’s Utilitarianism,” keynote address to the Minnesota Philosophical Society, Gustavus Adophus College, 
Comment on “Why Friendship?  Mill and male-female friendship in the twenty-first century,” by Marison Brito, to the Minnesota Philosophical Society, Macalester College, November 8, 2008.

“Value Realism and Moral Constructivism,” to the Rocky Mountain Ethics Congress, Boulder, CO, August 6, 2009.

“Value Realism and Moral Constructivism,” to the Minnesota Philosophical Society, Macalester College, November 8, 2009.

“The Asymmetry of Having Children,” to the Minnesota Philosophical Society, Minnesota State University-Mankato, November 5, 2011.

“Two Foundations for Early Utilitarianism: Bentham and Paley,” to the International Society for Utilitarian Studies, New York, NY, August 10, 2012.

Comment on “How You Can Help, Without Making a Difference,” by Julia Nefsky, to the Rocky Mountain Ethics Congress, Boulder, CO, August 11, 2013.
AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION

Ethics, Utilitarianism, John Stuart Mill.

OTHER AREAS OF TEACHING

History of Western Philosophy (Ancient & Medieval Philosophies; Modern Philosophy), Political Philosophy, History and Philosophy of Socialism.

