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ACADEMIC EMPLOYMENT

Macalester College, Department of Political Science, St. Paul, MN
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Professor and Chair (2023 to 2024)

Associate Professor and Chair (2021 to 2023)

Associate Professor (2018 to 2021)

Assistant Professor (2012 to 2017)
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Inequality: The American Welfare State; Empirical Research Methods; Senior Seminar;
Education Politics & Policy; Chuck Green Civic Engagement Seminar; U.S. City & Metro
Politics; Honors Colloquium

Center for Education Data and Research, Seattle, WA

Research Affiliate (2009 to present)
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Dahill-Brown, Sara and Lavery, Lesley. When Pandemics Strike: Teachers Unions in
Crisis. Book Proposal.
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Presentations at National or International Conferences

“Collectively Confronting COVID-19: Teachers Unions’ Respond to a Global Pandemic”
Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association,
October 2021.

“A Collective Pursuit: Teachers Unions and Education Reform” Book panel at the
Annual Meeting of the Labor Research and Action Network, June 2021.

“Do Early Offers Equal Better Teachers: Hiring Practices and Teacher Effectiveness”
Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Association for Public Policy Analysis
and Management, November 2017.

“Unions and Charters” Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Association for
Public Policy Analysis and Management, November 2016.

“Inconvenient Truth? Do Collective Bargaining Agreements Help Explain the Inequitable
Distribution of Teachers Within School Districts?” Paper presented at the Annual
Meeting of the Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management, November
2014 (with Dan Goldhaber and Roddy Theobald).

“My End of the Bargain: Are There Cross-District Effects in Teacher Contract
Provisions?” Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Educational
Research Association, April 2014 (with Dan Goldhaber and Roddy Theobald).

“Inconvenient Truth? Do Collective Bargaining Agreements Help Explain the Inequitable
Distribution of Teachers Within School Districts?” Paper presented at the Annual
Meeting of the Association of Education Finance and Policy, March 2014 (with Dan
Goldhaber and Roddy Theobald).

“Uneven Playing Field? Assessing the Inequity of Teacher Characteristics and Measured
Performance Across Students.” Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the
Association of Education Finance and Policy, March 2014 (with Dan Goldhaber and
Roddy Theobald.

“Dynamic Participation in Interdistrict Open Enrollment.” Paper presented at the Annual
Meeting of the Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management, November
2012 (with Deven Carlson).

“My End of the Bargain: Exploring the Influence of Spatial Relationships on the
Provisions in Collective Bargaining Agreements.” Paper presented at the Annual
Meeting of the Association for Education Finance and Policy, March 2012 (with Dan
Goldhaber and Roddy Theobald).

“How Education Policies Shape Parents’ Attitudes and Actions toward School and
Government.” Poster presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Political
Science Association, September 2011.

“The Measurement of Social Capital in Schools.” AERA Annual Meeting, April 2010
(with Meghan Condon, Par Jason Engle, and VVansa Shewakramani).



https://www.mprnews.org/story/2020/03/06/st-paul-union-district-remain-on-track-for-strike
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2020/03/06/st-paul-union-district-remain-on-track-for-strike

“Charter School Governance and Student Outcomes.” Paper presented at the Association
for Public Policy Analysis and Management Fall Research Conference, November
2009 (with Deven Carlson and John F. Witte).

“Social Capital and Children’s Development: Baseline Data and Design of a Field
Experiment.” Poster presented at the Institute of Education Sciences Research
Conference, June 2009 (with Meghan Condon, Jason Engle, Anna Haskins, and
Michelle Robinson).

“Interdistrict Open Enrollment Decisions: A Theoretical and Empirical Account.” Poster
presented at the Institute of Education Sciences Research Conference, June 2009
(with John F. Witte and Deven Carlson).

“Gender and the K-12 Education Gap.” Poster presented at the Association for Public
Policy Analysis and Management Fall Research Conference, November 2008 (with
John F. Witte and Sara Dahill-Brown).

Presentations at Regional or Local Conferences

“In Order to Form a More Perfect Union” Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the
Midwest Political Science Association, April 2018.

“Lessons Learned: How Parents Respond to School Mandates and Sanctions.” Paper
presented at the Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association, April
2016.

“Lessons Learned: How Parents Respond to School Mandates and Sanctions.” Paper
presented at the Annual Meeting of the Southern Political Science Association,
January 2016.

“The Problem of Men: The University Gender Gap.” Paper presented at Issues for
Universities in the 21% Century, a conference at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison, June 2012.

“Open Enrollment Policies and Individual Student Achievement Outcomes.” Paper
presented at the Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association, March
2011 (with John F. Witte and Deven Carlson).

“Implementing Federal Policy: Confronting State Capacity and Will.” Paper presented at
the Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association, April 2010 (with
Sara Dahill-Brown).

“Interdistrict Open Enrollment Decisions: A Theoretical and Empirical Account.” Paper
presented at the Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association, April
2009 (with John F. Witte and Deven Carlson).

“Gender and the K-12 Education Gap.” Poster presented at the Wisconsin Center for
Education Research Poster Fair, December 2008 (with John F. Witte and Sara Dahill-
Brown).

“Movin’ On: Student Transfers between School Districts Under Open Enrollment.” Paper
presented at the Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association, April
2008 (with John F. Witte and Deven Carlson).

“Social Capital and Women’s Health.” Paper presented at Willamette University’s
Student Scholarship Recognition Day, May 2005.



Invited Talks

“The State of Education Politics and Policy in the U.S.” St. Olaf Political Science
Department. October, 2024.

“Research and Teaching at Macalester” High School Guidance Counselors Admissions
Panel. Macalester. October, 2024.

“A Collective Pursuit: Teachers Unions and Education Reform.” New Books in Political
Science Podcast. May, 2021.

“Toward Understanding Unionization’s Impacts on Charter School Students.” National
Alliance of Public Charter Schools. March, 2021.

“Macalester Big Questions: Will the Pandemic Make K-12 Education More Equitable?”
Macalester College. February, 2021.

“Teachers Unions and COVID-19.” Interdisciplinary Training Program in Education
Sciences. University of Wisconsin, Madison. December, 2020.

“A Collective Pursuit.” Next Chapter Booksellers. St. Paul, MN, Summer 2020.

“MacConnect.” Serie Center for Scholarship and Teaching, Macalester College, Fall
2018.

“Inclusivity in the Classroom.” Serie Center for Scholarship and Teaching, Macalester
College, Fall 2018.

“Micro-Slice Teaching.” Serie Center for Scholarship and Teaching Spring Professional
Activities Workshop, Macalester College, May 2016.

“Innovations in Advising.” Serie Center for Scholarship and Teaching, Macalester
College, October 2015.

“Simulations to Stimulate Conversations.” Serie Center for Scholarship and Teaching,
Macalester College, October 2013.

“Lessons Learned: Policy Feedback and No Child Left Behind.” Serie Center for
Scholarship and Teaching, February 2013.

“Implementing Federal Policy: Confronting State Capacity and Will.” University of
Wisconsin-Madison, American Politics Workshop, November 2009 (with Sara
Dahill-Brown).

“Gender Bias in the Media? An Examination of Local Television News Coverage of
Male and Female House Candidates.” Willamette University, October 2009.

AWARDS, RECOGNITIONS, AND GRANTS

2024 “A Living History of the Macalester Study Body” with Laurie Adamson (CSLE),
Diarra Chatman ’27, Mikayla Giehler 24, Eliora Hansonbrook ’25, Emma Kopplin
’24, Reagan Kimzey ’24, and Mariah Loeffler-Kemp ‘24

* 2024 Duke University & Arthur Vining Davis “Teaching Civil Discourse in the
Classroom” Civil Discourse Project Grant, worth approximately $,6000

« 2023 Dorothy Day Award for the best paper on labor politics, American Political
Science Association

» CSR/Bigelow Foundation Summer Research Grant, Macalester College, 2022, worth
approximately $5,500

» CSR/Bigelow Foundation Summer Research Grant, Macalester College, 2021, worth
approximately $5,500

» CSR/Bigelow Foundation Summer Research Grant, Macalester College, 2020, worth
approximately $5,500



» Wallace Scholarly Activities Grant, Macalester College, 2019, worth approximately
$1000

* CSR/Bigelow Foundation Summer Research Grant, Macalester College, 2019, worth
approximately $2,500

* F. R. Bigelow Foundation Summer Research Grant, Macalester College, 2018, worth
approximately $5,500

» Wallace Scholarly Activities Grant, Macalester College, 2018, worth approximately
$500

» Wallace Scholarly Activities Grant, Macalester College, 2017, worth approximately
$500

« Andrew W. Mellon Student Faculty Collaborative Research Grant, Macalester College,
2014, worth approximately $4,500

* Interdisciplinary Training Program in Education Sciences Fellowship, Institute for
Educational Studies, US Department of Education, 2008-2011, worth approximately
$100,000

» Summer Initiative Research Award, Political Science Department, University of
Wisconsin, 2010 & 2011, worth approximately $10,000

* Emerging Education Policy Scholar, Fordham Foundation, 2014

» Teaching Poverty 101 Fellow, University of Wisconsin-Madison, Institute for Research
on Poverty, 2013

» Nominee, Best Poster in Public Policy, American Political Science Association, 2011

» Mason Award, Political Science Department, University of Wisconsin, 2008

« Pfankuchen Fund Award, Political Science Department, University of Wisconsin, 2008

Undergraduate Awards, Honors, or Other Recognitions
* Harry S. Truman National Scholar, Spring 2004

* Elected Phi Beta Kappa, Spring 2005

* Rhodes Scholarship State Finalist, Spring 2004

* Mortarboard, Spring 2004

SERVICE

Professional Service
American Political Science Association Education Politics & Policy Section
* President-Elect (2024-Present)

Manuscript/Proposal Reviewer:

Journal of Policy History, Social Science Quarterly, Educational Evaluation and Policy

Analysis, Education Finance and Policy, Educational Researcher, American Educational
Research Journal, Economics of Education Review, American Politics Research,

Poverty and Public Policy, Policy Studies, Journal of Women, Politics & Policy, Journal
of Asia Pacific Education Review, Public Administration Quarterly, Feminist Economics,
American Educational Research Association Open, Publius: The Journal of Federalism,

and British Journal of International Relations

Membership in Professional Societies:
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American Political Science Association, Midwest Political Science Association, Southern
Political Science Association, Association of Public Policy Analysis and Management,
American Education Research Association

Panel Chair/Discussant:

* Southern Political Science Association Annual Conference, Puerto Rico (2016),
» Midwest Political Science Association Annual Conference, Chicago (2016),

» Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management’s Fall Conference,

Washington, D.C. (2018)

External Evaluator for Tenure:
« University of North Carolina, Charlotte (2020)
* Trinity College (2022)

External Departmental Review:
* Lake Forest College (2024)

Book Reviews:

« Shober, A. F. (2016). In Common No More: The Politics of the Common Core State
Standards: The Politics of the Common Core State Standards. ABC-CLIO.

» Maranto, R., McShane, M. Q., & Rhinesmith, E. (2016). Education reform in the
Obama era: The second term and the 2016 election. Springer.

 Cunningham, M. T. (2021). Dark Money and the Politics of School Privatization.
Springer Nature.

Outside Reader:
* University of Minnesota Political Science Department’s Writing Across the Curriculum
(2019 and 2023)

Book Award:
» Kammerer Best Book Award Committee Chair — APSA (2023)

Dissertation Co-Chair
*Uriah Ward, Valdosta State University

Macalester College Service

*Economics/Macro Economics Search, Affirmative Action Member (2019)
*Scout, Perspectives on Globalization study away in The Hague (2024)
*Post-Election Debrief on the state of American Politics (2024)
*Mobilize Macalester (2016-Present)

*AVP of Principal Giving Search (2024)

*Mentor, MacGPT Policy Conference (2023-Present)

*CRC Gonzalo Guzman (2024)

*Education Studies Steering Committee (2012-Present)

*Truman Campus Interview Committee (2012-Present)

*Urban Studies Steering Committee (2014-Present)
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*Admissions Sampler and Panels (2014-Present)

*Honorary Degree Selection Committee (2015-Present)

Phi Beta Kappa Selection Committee (2017-Present)

*Give to the Max Volunteer (2018-Present)

*Faculty Liaison, Macalester Softball (2019-Present)

*Dorothy Dodge Scholarship Selection Committee (2022-Present)

*Campus Philanthropy Working Group (2022-Present)

*Global Citizenship Award Committee (2023 to Present)

*First Year Course (2016, 2019, 2024)

*Fulbright Campus Interview Committee (2017, 2018, 2023)

«Strategic Planning and Analysis Committee (Spring 2023)

*Hidden River Middle School AVID College Lecture (x4, Spring 2023)
*Muslim Chaplain Search (2023)

*Climate Teach-In (2023)

*Unlearning White Supremacy (2020-2022)

*Presentations at CST Conversations about our Scholarly Lives (2014, 2017) and Talking
about Teaching (2013, 2014, 2018) JPAW (2016, 2017, 2020), SPAW (2016, 2021)
*Social Science Institutional Review Board (SSIRB) (2013-2019; Chair 2017-2019)
*Academics 4 Black Lives (2020-2022)

*ACM Anti-Racism Workshop (2021-2022)

*Dr. Jamie Washington Workshops (2018 & 2019)

*Davis Peace Price Campus Interview Committee (2016 & 2017)

*Project Pericles Review Committee (2015 & 2016)

*ACM Student Wellbeing and Belonging (2022)

*Assistant Dean of Students Search (2022)

*Macalester Big Questions (2021)

*Assistant Vice President and Dean of Students Search (2021)

*External Member of Honors Committee (Economics, 2017; Psychology, 2020)
*Grant Review Committee, W.T. Grant (2020)

*Title IX Feedback Committee (2020)

*Part of Something (2020)

eIntergroup Dialogue Training (2019)

*Phi Beta Kappa Visiting Scholar Host, Julian Zelizer (2019)

*Academic Leadership Seminar (2019)

International Studies/Global Media Studies Search, Affirmative Action Member (2019)
*Suicide Prevention Trainings (2019)

*Quantitative Thinking Assessment Committee (2018)

*Faculty Chaperone, Mac Connect to Washington, DC (2018)

*Faculty Learning Committee on Advising (2017)

*Faculty Learning Community on Teaching Writing (2017)

*Dual Use of Research Concern Committee (2017)

*Educating Sustainability Ambassadors Curriculum Workshop (2016)

*Faculty Development International Seminar, Denmark (2016)

*Live It Fund, Campus Interview Committee (2014)

*Otherness and Difference Discussion Group, IGC (2012)

*Applying for Public Policy Jobs and Fellowships, Academic Affairs (2012)
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Department Service

*Department Chair (2021-2024)

*Member, Search for NTT Visitor in Comparative Politics (2024)

*Chair, Search for Assistant Professor in International Relations (2023)

*Pi Sigma Alpha Field Trip Chaperone (2023)

*Chuck Green Civic Engagement Fellowship Steering Committee (2013-Present; Faculty
Mentor in 2016, 2018, 2023)

*Chair, Search for Assistant Professor in Political Theory (2022)
*Subcommittee, Internal and External Review (2021-2022)

*Organizer, Political Science Alumni-Student Mixer (2018-Present)
*Political Science Awards Committee (2017-Present)

*Panel Chair, Pi Sigma Alpha Conference (most years since 2013)
*Political Science Honors Proposal Committee (most years since 2014)
*Honors Thesis Advisor (most years since 2015)

*Faculty Advisor for Pi Sigma Alpha (2019-2021)

*Co-Chair, Mitau Opportunity Grants selection committee (2019-21, 2023)
*Mitau Lecture Committee (2017, 2021)

*Senior Exit Interviews (2014, 2019)

*Graduation Events (Awards reception, parent reception, parade) (2020 & 2021)
*Professional Development with Dr. Chavella Pittman (2020-2021)
*Midwest Political Science Association Chaperone (2016, 2023)

Search for Assistant Professor in Comparative Politics (2014-2015)
*Guest Lectures for Colleagues Schmidt, Dolan, Zis, Christiansen, Rahman

Civic Activities

*SPPS Athletic Administrative Council (2022-Present)

*Volunteer, Voice, Choice and Joy Day, Capitol Hill Magnet School (2024)
*Volunteer, Hidden River Middle School Junior Achievement Finance Seminar (2024)
*Volunteer, Spectrum Dance Studio (2024)

*PTA, Ramsey Middle School (2021-2024)

*Racial Justice Facilitator, Minneapolis YWCA (2020-Present)

*Election Judge, Ramsey County (2020-Present)

*Lecture on College Writing in the Social Sciences, Avalon Charter (2023)

*PTA, Randolph Heights Elementary (2015-2022; President 2020-2021)
*Classroom Volunteer, Randolph Heights Elementary (2015-2022)

*Delegate, Minnesota DFL Convention (2021)

*Volunteer, Clayton Howatt for St. Paul School Board (2021)

*Teach for America Recruitment (2012-2020)

*Voter Registration, DFL (2018)

*Volunteer Coordinator, Vivienne’s Joy Foundation Playground Build (2016-2018)
eInternational Student Host (2016)
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