Writing Requirement
Writing Requirement: Four (4) semester hours after the First Year Course and prior to the
senior year earned in a course designated as meeting the Writing (W) requirement.

Rationale
Macalester seeks to ensure that all students receive instruction in writing that gives attention to writing as a
process (writing is rewriting), and that provides students individually with feedback on the mechanics and
substance of their writing. While First Year Courses assists students in making a transition to college
writing along with myriad aspects of college study, each student is required to take at least one additional
course with a W designation, in which they will hone their writing skills and go through a process of
evaluation and rewriting.
Writing instruction at Macalester aims at ensuring that students learn:
• Plan, draft, and revise a college-level paper;
• Demonstrate mastery of standard written English;
• Express their ideas clearly through structuring at the paragraph and sentence level;
• Use evidence to support a perspective appropriately;
• Communicate others’ perspectives effectively;
• Integrate their own ideas with those of others;
• Cite sources of evidence properly;
• Adapt the style, vocabulary, and tone of a piece of writing to its anticipated audience and context.

Course Approval Criteria
Courses fulfilling the Writing Requirement will include:
1) Three or more writing assignments during the semester (at least one of which is
an academic argument) or one larger research or term paper.
2) At least one writing assignment that undergoes revision based on faculty feedback.
At a minimum this feedback should include comments that address content (e.g.
questions of organization, development of arguments, use of evidence, consideration
of audience, paragraph structure and flow), clarity and style, as well as mechanics,
such as grammar and proper usage.
3) Evaluation of writing assignments that reflects writing quality as well as
content mastery.
4) Discussion of writing processes, desired qualities of writing, or writing for
different audiences.

Request for Writing Designation for a Transfer Course
Please read the cover page of this form and reflect on the degree to which the course for which you are
requesting Writing designation addressed the four learning goals of the Writing requirement. Then
complete all items on this form and submit it to the Registrar’s Office.

Your Name: ____________________________________________
College or University: ___________________________

Date: _______________

Dept: _______________ Course No.: _____

Course Title: ____________________________________________________________________
Instructor: _____________________________ Semester and Year Taken: __________________
Brief Course Description:

Please list which of the eight learning goals were substantially addressed in this course:
__________________________________________________________________________________

Please provide specific examples below of how these goals were addressed (attach an additional sheet if
necessary). Provide a copy of the course syllabus if available.

