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A multi-media program by Macalester students will replace the traditional 

speaker at the College's 80th Commencement exercises Saturday, May 24. 

Members of the largest class in the 95-year history of the College -- 415 

candidates for the bachelor of arts degree and five for masters in education -- will 

be challenged to confront issues and problems they face as graduates and to review 

how their education has prepared them for the future. 

The program, "Rites of Spring," will feature a simultaneous film and slide 

show, a narrative about areas of concern -- the armed forces, racism, jobs and gra- 

duate school, censorship and the sexual revolution and the varied meanings of several 

"hollow words" -- and will culminate in a light show. 

The 3 p. m. ce remonies in the College Field House will include the traditional 

procession and recession led by the Pipe Band dressed in kilts of Macalester tartan. 

Although the faculty will wear the traditional academic cap and gown, the seniors voted 

not to and will be joined by members of the Board of Trustees. 

Prof. Russell B. Hastings, who will retire after 40 years on the Macalester 

faculty, will be honored during the ceremonies. He has been chairman since 1929 of the 

Physics Department,. which in 1964 became the Department of Physics and Astronomy. 

Seniors will conduct a voluntary graduation worship service in the new Weyer 

haeuser Chapel at 9 a. m. Saturday. 

Receptions honoring the Class of 1969 will be given by Macalester Alumni Friday 

evening and by the College after the Commencement ceremonies. 
#### 

,ri.,r C'\A 1Af'lf'\ 



MP!.S r~mm.1 Tllll!UHI' ,~. 224,t:!O 
MONDAY, .MAY 26, 1969 

STUl)E~TS PLANNED NEW RITES 

· ·Macalester 'Crowd 
•. . ', ~ 

Boos at .Graduation 
Reprinted From Yesterday's latest Edition 

Newfangled graduation 
ceremonies at Macalester 
College, St. Paul, provoked 
loud booing from the most 
ly adult audience Saturday. 

The program, planned 
by students, inc 1 u de d 
slides of Vietnam destruc 
tion and of children in the 
war-ridden African nation 
of Biafra, recordings of 
protest songs, and a light 
show accompanied by loud 
music which drew shouts 
of "Turn it down!" • 

Students responded to 
the booing at the end of 
the light show with loud 
applause.. Some raised 
clenched fists. 
None of the 420 gradu 

ates, including five candi 
dates for master's degrees, 
wore caps and gowns. 
Their apparel ranged from 
mostly suits for the men 
to muu-muus and dresses 
for the women. 

Some of the students 
wore black armbands, and 
one of them, a coed, re 
fused to accept her diplo 
ma. She said she thought 
too much emphasis was 
placed on grades and de 
grees in the educational 
process. 

Macalester faculty mem 
bers, who agreed to let 
the students plan their own 
commencement, voted to 
retain the traditional cap 
and gowns for themselves, 
but the school's trustees 
joined the students in not 

wearing academic garb. 
The students -also decid 

ed not to invite outside 
speakers nor to confer 
honorary degrees. 

Dean of Students Fred 
Kramer said last night that 
technical difficulties dur 
ing the slide presentation 
and light show may have 
prevented part of the au 
dience from hearing U1e 
narration and dialogue that 
helped put the message 
across. 

"A lot of people missed 
what · was going on," he. 
said. · "I · think that (the 
seniors) probably didn't 
really have quite · enough 
time topolish the presenta 
tion as much as they would 
have liked." 

· He a 'ct d e d that he be 
lieved letting the seniors 
plan their own graduation 
"was a wise thing to do" 
and that is was "a worth 
while effort." 

The ceremony, for the 
largest graduating class in 
Macalester history,' was 
held in the college's field 
house. 

A·dults Boo Macalester Graduatfo,n 
A student-planned gradu 

ation ceremony at Macales 
ter College Saturday night 
featured a slide show, pro 
test songs, a light show and/ 
a chorus of boos from dis 
gruntled adults. 
Fred Kramer, dean of 

students, says the audience 
in the Macalester Field 
house apparently missed 
the message at the unusual 
commencement exercise., 
____Tbe 4,20 graduates forsook 

traditional caps and gowns, 
and instead of inviting na 
tionally k n o w n speakers 
they put on a program that 
was met with boos from 
adults in the audience. 

The p r o g r a m featured 
slides of Vietnam destruc 
tion and of children in the 
war-torn African nation of 
Biafra. While some in the 
.audience jeered, the stu 
dents applauded loudly and 
raised clenched fists. 
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At Macalester 

Adults Boo Off-Beat 
1 Graduation Ceremony 
II ST. PAUL (AP) - A student- raised clenched fists. 
planned graduation ceremony "A lot of p~ople missed what 
at Macalester College Saturday was going on," said Kramer. 
night featured a slide show, pro- "I think that the seniors prob 
test songs, a light show: and a ably didn't really have quite 
chorus of boos from disgruntled enough time to polish the pres 
adults. entation as much as they would 

] "'Fred "Kramer, dean of stu- have liked;" · . 
dents, says the audiences appar- Graduates' apparel ranged 
ently missed the message at un- from mostly suits for the men 
usual 'commencement exercises to muu-muus and dresses for 
at the St Paul campus. the women. Some students wore 
The 420 graduates forsook tra- black armbands and one worn 

ditional caps and gowns, and in- an refused to accept her diplo 
stead of inviting nationally ma. 
known speakers they put on a Kramer said letting the stu 
'program that was met with boos dents plan their own commence 
from adults in the audience. ment exercises "was a wise 
The program featured slides thing to do." 

of Vietnam destruction and of The Macalester faculty, which 
'children in the war-torn African voted to retain caps and gowns 
nation of Biafra. While some in for the ceremony, had agreed to 
the audience jeered, the stu- let the students plan their own 
dents applauded loudly and commencement. 

-~ Former Vice President Hu- 
bert Humphrey is a professor of 
political science at the college. 
but he did not attend the cere 
monies. 

"A lot of people missed 
what was going on," said 
Kramer. ''I think that the 
seniors prob ab 1 y didn't 
really have quite enough 
time to polish the presenta 
tion as much as they would 
have liked." 
Gra·duates' apparel 

St. Paul Pioneer Press 

ranged from mostly suits 
for the men to muu-muus 
and dresses for the women. 
Some students wore black 
armbands, and one woman 
refused to accept her di 
ploma because too much 
emphasis was placed on 
"grades and degrees." 
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Parents Boo at 
Commencement 
ST. PAUL, MINN. (AP) - A 

ceremony at Macalestei; .QQilege 
Saturday nigmfeatured a slide 
~how, protest songs, a light 
show and a chorus of boos from 
disgruntled adults. 
Fred Kramer, dean of stu 

'dents, says the parents appar 
ently missed the message at 
the unusual commencement ex 
'ercises at the St. Paul campus. 
The program by the 420 grad 

uates featured slides of Viet 
nam destruction and of children 
lin the war-torn African nation 
of Biafra. While some adults in 
the audience jeered, the stu 
dents applauded and raised 
~lenched fists. 
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.. Adults Bo~ MacaleSfer ' ' Gra·duation Ceremonies 
ST. PAUL - Disgruntled adults booed student-planned 

graduation ceremonies at Macalester College Saturday night 
which featured a slide show, protest songs and a light show. 

The 420 graduates foresook traditional caps and gowns 
and rather than inviting nationally known speakers, they 
put on a program including slides of Vietnam destruction 
and children in the, war-torn African nation of Biafra. The 
students greeted audience jeers with loud applause and raised 
clenched fists. 

"A lot of people missed what was going on," said Fred 
Kramer, dean of students. "I think that the seniors prob 
ably didn't really have quite enough time to polish the pre 
sentation as much as they would have liked." --- 




