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MACALESTER COLLEGE
RESIDENCE HALL AND WELCOME CENTER PROJECT



Macalester College is excited to share the plans for a new residence 
hall and welcome center at the intersection of Grand Avenue and 
Macalester Street in Saint Paul. The project is one aspect of the 

college’s comprehensive campus plan, which is a flexible framework 
designed to guide priorities for development and investment in campus 

spaces. The new building is expected to be completed in 2027.

“The new residence hall and welcome center is an important 
investment in Macalester’s future,” said President Suzanne M. Rivera. 
“The building will serve as a new front door to our college, provide a 

residential experience to more of our students, and enhance our 
presence in the neighborhood.”



Macalester College
Undergraduate Residential Liberal Arts College
Student Body:  
• 2025 Target Student Enrollment
• 22% of our students have citizenship outside the US (including dual)
• 1300 Beds on Campus currently
• 2 most recent residence halls were Grand Cambridge ‘00 and GDD ‘97
• Meet demonstrated need of all our students

Staff and Faculty:
• 430 Staff and 250 Faculty (based on FTE)
• 29% live within the 3 closest zip codes





WELCOME CENTER & 
RESIDENCE HALL
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PROJECT VISION



KEY PROJECT ELEMENTS / GOALS
• Modernize residence hall offerings - new residence hall will facilitate ability to also 

modernize existing residence halls

• 3-year residency capacity

• Define the front door to campus

• Create an identifiable first impression

• Contribute to the vibrancy of Grand Avenue

• High sustainability goals to move campus closer to Carbon Neutrality



KEY PROJECT ELEMENTS / GOALS
• A significant step towards carbon neutrality for campus with high sustainability 

goals
• Establishment of a geothermal plant to serve the campus north of Grand

• Roof top solar

• Hybrid CLT/stick frame construction reduces embodied carbon 

• High-performance envelope

• Landscape with native plantings and roof terrace with area of green roof



Key Project Considerations from Comprehensive Campus Plan
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SITE DIAGRAM
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SITE PLAN
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SITE PLAN WITH POTENTIAL GEOTHERMAL WELLS
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KITCHEN

KITCHEN

POD LIVING ROOM, TYP.

POD LIVING ROOM, TYP.

TYPICAL RESIDENCE HALL PLAN
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PROJECT SCHEDULE 
& CITY PROCESS



PROJECT SCHEDULE
SCHEMATIC DESIGN THROUGH CONSTRUCTION START

2024 2025 2026 2027
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEPT OCT NOV DEC Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4

SCHEMATIC 
DESIGN

12 Weeks + Pricing 
Update

DESIGN 
DEVELOPMENT

16 weeks + Pricing Update

CONSTRUCTION 
DOCUMENTS

20  weeks

POSSIBLE EARLY SITE 
PROJECTS

Cottage Demo + New Parking Lot 
(2 months)

Culture House Demo (1 month)
Site Clean-up & Prep (TBD)

PERMITTING / BIDDING

CONSTRUCTION
16 MONTHS

Board of Trustees Support to continue design

Board of Trustees Approval to proceed with 
permitting & bidding



RE-ZONING & CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT UPDATE 

• Re-zone parcel for project from T2 to RM1 (to create one parcel for all residential uses on that block)
• Re-zone parcel for new parking lot from T2 to VP (to allow parking use)
• Update campus boundary to include all campus owned property on block north of Grand between Macalester 

& Cambridge



CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT UPDATE – SET BACKS

• Modify set back requirements for Grand 
frontage to align with T2 setback 
requirements that apply to the Pad 
Thai/Grand Cambridge parcel as well as the 
properties on the south side of Grand to 
maintain the character of the business district 
established along Grand – specifically front 
yard set back of 0 – 10 feet. 

• The intent of the new building is to align 
with the south face of the Pad 
Thai/Grand Cambridge building to create 
a consistent, urban street edge along 
Grand.


