
SUSTAINABILITY  

Macalester’s definition of sustainability, embodied in its 2009 Sustainability Plan,
includes social justice, “Sustainability is the continuous effort to meet the needs of the
present generation without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their
needs by working toward a healthy environment, social justice, and a strong economy.”
By working toward carbon neutrality, zero waste, real food, education, urban
sustainability, and wellness goals, the Macalester Sustainability Office reduces the
unequal impacts many environmental issues have on marginalized communities.

Macalester donated over 18 tons to Goodwill from Move Out between 2015 and 2019. 
 
Between 2016 and 2019, Macalester donated about 9,141 pounds of food to local food shelves
from Move Out.
 
Fall Rummage Sale proceeds of $27,160 donated to Habitat for Humanity and other organizations
between 2010 and 2018. 
 
Free Swap redistributed nearly 4,000 pounds of clothes, school supplies, and household goods
between 2016 and 2018. 
 
Between 2015 and 2019, 9141 lbs of food was recovered and given to a food shelf. 
 
During the 2018-19 academic year, 22% of Cafe Mac food was locally sourced through
Macalester's Bon Appetit Farm-to-Fork program.
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Water Bottle Free Campus (2011) - Macalester instituted a ban on selling plastic water
bottles in vending machines, retail locations, and athletic events.  In conjunction with the
ban, automatic bottle filling stations have been installed throughout campus.
 
Real Food Campus Commitment (2012) - Macalester’s food provider Bon Appetit helps
work toward the campus goal of 30% Real Food by 2020 by following the Real Food
Challenge guidelines. This area is important in promoting social justice because agriculture
has severe environmental impacts that often disproportionately impact disadvantaged
communities. 
 
Tobacco-Free Campus (2015) - Macalester instituted a tobacco-free campus policy banning
the use of tobacco products and electronic cigarettes on Macalester College property.
 
Sustainability Day Environmental Justice event (2019) - Sustainability Office staffed a
table asking students to think about lifestyle choices they can make to promote social
justice through sustainability. The Office compiled students’ answers and hosted an
Environmental Justice SustainabiliTea to continue the conversation.
 
Environmental Justice SustainabiliTea (2019) - In October 2019 the Sustainability Office
hosted its first Social Justice SustainabiliTea, inviting students to join the office staff in a
conversation about social justice concerns on local and global scales, and potential
solutions.
 
Move Out Donations to Goodwill (recorded 2015-2019) - At the end of each academic
year, Macalester provides collection bins for students’ unwanted items to be donated to
Goodwill. 
 
Macalester Free Swap (2008) - The Sustainability Office is home to the Free Swap, a free
item exchange instituted to reduce waste and encourage students to reuse other unwanted
items. All students are welcome to donate or pick up free swap items.
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