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Winona LaDuke

“Violence on the
Land and Our Bodies: The Impact of the
Oil Industry on Indigenous Women”
By Seth Loeffler-Kemp ‘17 & Samantha Manz
‘19

Fall Events
September 15, Faculty, steering committee
meeting.
October 6, Faculty, steering committee meeting.
October 13, Contributed to sponsorship of Kelly
Brown Douglas, Goucher College.
October 25, Panel & discussion co-sponsored
by WGSS, American Studies, and Mac Dems.
“Sexism and racism in the current U.S.
Presidential campaign.” Panelists: Julie Dolan,
Political Science; Duchess Harris, American
Studies; Merrit Stuven, MCSG President.
November 4, Faculty, steering committee
meeting.

On March 1st the Macalester community had
the opportunity to welcome indigenous
activist, economist, environmentalist, and writer Winona LaDuke to campus. A
resident of White Earth reservation, LaDuke is an enrolled member of the Ojibwe
Nation. Speaking to a packed lecture hall, she discussed environmental issues as a
platform for engaging in issues impacting indigenous communities.
She opened with an Anishinaabe creation story to explain the
Spring Events
phenomena of “ecological amnesia.” She described this as the lost histories that
January 26, Faculty, steering committee
lead to complicity with modern oppressions. Laying this framework, she
meeting.
connected these phenomena to “historical amnesia” in assessing the harsh
March 1, Women’s History Month, corealities stemming from oil consumption at the cost of more sustainable
infrastructure.
sponsored Winona LaDuke (Ojibwe), SPEAK
The oil pipelines, and particularly the Dakota Access Pipelines—protests
series.
at Standing Rock, are part of a larger system of indigenous oppression, which
March 1, Steering committee meeting.
continuously exploits land and resources of Native American communities. Mass
March 9, Steering committee meeting.
oil consumption has lead to dangerous levels of fossil fuel extraction, which
March 21, Faculty/student lunch.
LaDuke argued, stay there. LaDuke referred to oil as an addiction to mass
April 4 and 13, Snack Cart with Sonita.
consumption and oil companies must be called a liability, not an asset. This is an
April 21, Faculty wine & cheese Thank you to
addiction and epidemic that American citizens face, but it directly impacts
cross listing faculty.
indigenous communities. It has brought increased levels of poverty, crime and
April 25, Reception and Honor’s Projects
violence against women.
presented by seniors…Old Main 4th floor.
LaDuke called for vision and actualization of sustainable practices. Now
her work is as an activist, centering on finding solutions that work for her
2017 WGSS Graduating Majors
community. Recently on the White Earth Reservation, she pushed for the project
Trevor Hall Berberick
of installing Dine Solar grids so that people were less dependent on gas. For more
Delanee Grace Hawkins
rural communities, this is a cost-efficient practice, but LaDuke stated we could
Natalie Ruth Kaplan
put Dine Solar grids in anywhere. Now they are starting to use micro-grids out at
Seth Loeffler-Kemp (December 2017)
Leech Lake in gardens. She also mentioned community art as a source of
revitalization and resistance. LaDuke began a project of painting houses and
2017 WGSS Graduating Minors
empty spaces on the reservation to make it beautiful for the community members.
Myles Joseph Ambrose, Rachel Leah Crane,
For indigenous communities, art has become a way of resisting.
Emma James Lehman, Vivian Liu, Anna Joy
Stating, “It’s a time to reckon and not to abandon,” Winona connected
Mickle, Lynn Stephanie Zemaqitis
these current manifestations of systemic oppression in telling the audience: “I’m
asking you to not forget.” She declared this the Selma of indigenous people and
oil consumption is a boom that has busted. This is about the hate, greed, spite and
the rights of corporations over the rights of the people. Emphasizing the “need for
infrastructure for people, not for profit” she concludes, “It’s time to say no to
corporate greed at our expense.” Winona LaDuke’s presentation was a call to action and we must challenge the political system in
order to change the ecological system.

WGSS faculty: Sonita Sarker and Corie Hammers, Lin Aanonsen (Biology) is chair. Steering committee consists of Corie
Hammers & Sonita Sarker, Susanna Drake (Religious Studies), Victoria Malawey (on sabbatical in fall) (Music), Joan Ostrove
(Psychology), Beth Severy-Hoven (Classics).

Checking in on WGSS Faculty Sabbaticals
Sonita Sarker ⋅ I suppose you already know that ‘sabbatical’ derives from ‘Sabbath,’ the seventh day

of rest? And that origin is bound up with Judaea-Christian theology? Furthermore, one online
etymology source says that it marks the seventh year “in Mosaic law…in which land was to remain
untilled and debtors and slaves released.” So, rest for all. I wonder if the debtors and slaves were
captured and made to return to work after the seventh year, or were free forever after? The history of
the idea of ‘sabbatical’ is sobering, especially when I see how my year of rest, deserved as it may or may
not be, is based in class and professional privilege.
Rest. Work. Labor. Rest. Work…2016 was indeed the seventh year since the last sabbatical. I
see it as part of that cycle of retreat and return. What did I do? Ha! You can do so many things! Mainly rest. I worked and worked, away
from campus, and then returned to work on campus.
There was a book and a couple of other essays to write. I managed to write up major portions of a book on six women in the
1930s; they were contemporaries and wrote across literature and politics. This manuscript is titled “Native, native” for the moment, and
will be submitted to an academic press this year. I also sent in an essay on Italian post/colonial culture for publication and, as I write this, I
am working on another essay on the British culture industry of Bloomsbury across the eras of imperialism and globalization. I attended a
conference in Texas; I was also invited to give a talk at the University of Minnesota and another one at the centenary celebration of
Humanism at the Unitarian Universalist gathering in the Twin Cities. Being with so many people who were willing to listen and share for a
bit was humbling and inspiring. I applied for, and was awarded, a fellowship at the University of London in Italian literature and politics
which I will do this coming summer. I’m looking forward to it very much; it is an honor and a big responsibility.
Oh, and I also got two certifications in Zumba (I now have four) and went hiking in South Mountain, AZ.
And now I’m happily back in school. Am I tired from all that physical and mental work? No! I cannot afford to be. I am distraught but
also energized by the nervous condition of political, social, and cultural upheavals today. There’s more work to do and the next sabbatical
is seven years away.
But then all my work gives me inspiration, pleasure and satisfaction, and I work on sharing it all with peers and students. So have
I been resting? Or having fun all this time? Yes!

ANNOUNCEMENT	
  	
  Professor Sonita Sarker of WGSS and English has been awarded the Luisa Selis Fellowship at the
University of London, hosted by the Institute of Modern Languages Research at the University and the Italian Institute of
Culture in London . She will be in London this summer, researching issues of Italian socialism, ethnic minoritization, and
literary as well as political resistance, focusing on Sardinia. Grazia Deledda, a literary figure, and Antonio Gramsci, a political
theorist, are the main figures of this study. The work moves at the intersection of feminist, postcolonial, and postmodern
political and literary theories, and analyzes native-ness and citizenship.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SNACK	
  CART	
  WITH	
  SONITA
Professor Sonita Sarker held Snack Cart with Sonita
events on April 4th and April 13th:
Have you ever wondered about those interesting people who
take WGSS classes with you…and then scatter till the next
class or whatever? Do they leave you with questions: Who is
WGSS? What is WGSS? Where is WGSS? When and how can
we have snacks with WGSS? Well, Sonita is providing some
snacks to make these friendly encounters possible. Come and
find out what is up with the Snack Cart!
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Corie Hammers’ Sabbatical Summary from 2016
I began my sabbatical with a conference in Poland where I
presented on queer kinship. After that, I took the meaning of
sabbatical to heart and chose to rest and take a break from
work for a few months. After some rest, I went back to
working on my research: working to understand desire
through a queer and feminist lens. Based on extensive one-onone interviews, my work is now focused on how queer desire
and queer sexual practices (such as BDSM) can be a mode of
healing and recovery from past lived trauma.

presses. This past summer I was
accepted as a fellow to the New
School's ICSI (The Institute for
Critical Social Inquiry) summer
seminar with renowned
philosopher and gender theorist
Judith Butler, where we explored
psychoanalysis through Freud
and Klein. This week-long
intensive training enabled me to
better grasp and apply psychoanalytic theory and trauma
studies to my empirical work, specifically around reenactments of trauma through "non-normative" sex practices
as modalities of healing and recovery. Now that I am back at
Macalester, it is exciting to incorporate some of this new
research into the classes I am teaching in WGSS.

Based on this new work, I currently have an article under
review and am in the process of revising a book proposal that I
plan to disseminate this summer to various publishing

We will miss our assistant in WGSS, Blanca Sanchez Rangil, as she moves on after
graduation in May. Wishing you well in your next Life’s Journey!
	
  

My	
  name	
  is	
  Blanca,	
  and	
  I	
  am	
  a	
  senior	
  from	
  Madrid,	
  Spain.	
  I	
  started	
  working	
  as	
  an	
  office	
  
assistant	
  in	
  the	
  WGSS	
  office	
  in	
  2014	
  during	
  my	
  sophomore	
  year.	
  Ever	
  since	
  then	
  this	
  has	
  been	
  my	
  
work	
  study,	
  and	
  the	
  office	
  in	
  4th	
  floor	
  Old	
  Main	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  places	
  on	
  campus	
  that	
  I	
  spend	
  most	
  
time	
  in.	
  	
  
	
  
As	
  a	
  Political	
  Science	
  major	
  and	
  an	
  Economics	
  minor,	
  I	
  have	
  had	
  the	
  chance	
  to	
  take	
  
several	
  courses	
  cross-‐listed	
  with	
  WGSS.	
  My	
  first	
  year	
  course	
  was	
  Latin	
  America	
  Through	
  Women’s	
  
Eyes	
  with	
  Professor	
  Paul	
  Dosh.	
  Other	
  classes	
  have	
  included	
  Feminist	
  Political	
  Theory	
  with	
  
Professor	
  Keremidchieva	
  and	
  Women’s,	
  Health,	
  and	
  Reproduction	
  with	
  Professor	
  Jansen,	
  which	
  I	
  
am	
  currently	
  taking.	
  Over	
  these	
  three	
  years	
  I	
  have	
  gotten	
  to	
  learn	
  about	
  the	
  mission	
  of	
  the	
  
department	
  and	
  become	
  more	
  familiar	
  about	
  the	
  topics	
  it	
  teaches,	
  and	
  I’m	
  happy	
  I	
  will	
  graduate	
  
from	
  Macalester	
  with	
  that	
  knowledge.	
  	
  
	
  
After	
  Macalester	
  I	
  plan	
  on	
  staying	
  for	
  one	
  more	
  year	
  in	
  the	
  Twin	
  Cities.	
  I’m	
  interested	
  in	
  Law,	
  specifically	
  immigration	
  
law,	
  non-‐profit,	
  and	
  economic	
  justice	
  work.	
  Hopefully	
  I	
  will	
  find	
  a	
  job	
  related	
  to	
  these	
  interests	
  in	
  some	
  way	
  and	
  continue	
  to	
  
explore	
  Minnesota	
  and	
  the	
  United	
  States.	
  After	
  that	
  the	
  idea	
  is	
  to	
  continue	
  studying	
  through	
  a	
  graduate	
  program,	
  most	
  likely	
  in	
  
a	
  European	
  university.	
  The	
  clearest	
  part	
  of	
  my	
  future	
  for	
  me,	
  however,	
  is	
  to	
  go	
  back	
  and	
  “settle	
  down”	
  in	
  Spain.	
  	
  
	
  
I	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  express	
  my	
  gratitude	
  to	
  Jeanette	
  Hughes,	
  our	
  Department	
  Coordinator,	
  for	
  her	
  patience	
  and	
  guidance	
  
throughout	
  these	
  years,	
  and	
  our	
  conversations	
  which	
  I	
  will	
  very	
  much	
  miss	
  when	
  I	
  graduate.	
  Moreover,	
  I	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  thank	
  
the	
  WGSS	
  department	
  and	
  professors	
  for	
  their	
  welcoming	
  attitude	
  and	
  their	
  help.	
   	
  
	
  
Please	
  don’t	
  hesitate	
  to	
  stop	
  by	
  Old	
  Main	
  409!	
  I	
  would	
  love	
  to	
  say	
  goodbye	
  before	
  graduation.	
  

Spotlight	
  on	
  2017	
  WGSS	
  Major	
  Graduates	
  
Trevor Berberick I'm from Topeka, Kansas. I went to a rural public high school and attended
public school up until that point, and I split the time every other day between my never-married
parents. The name of my capstone is “Homeless and Trafficked LGBTQ Youth: Institutional Praxis
and Alternative Approaches”. I don't have definitive plans yet after graduation, but I'll be in the TC
and will possibly be working for Tubman's Safe Journeys transitional housing shelter (basically my
current internship but focused on long-term sustainable transitioning), but that depends on how
interviews/applications to positions go in the next several weeks. Hopefully just decompressing and
getting a taste of some mental peace for the first time in several years! Medical School is in my future.
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Delanee Hawkins I am originally from Albuquerque, NM but I moved around a lot. My capstone name
is “In Search of a Pro-Life Feminist Politics”. My post-grad plans at the moment include moving to
Toronto and taking a gap year before medical school.

	
  
	
  

Seth Loeffler-Kemp My capstone is called “We're All Born Naked and
the Rest Is Drag: An Exploration and Reflection on Drag Performance
and Gender Identity". I’m from Duluth, MN. I’m Currently an aide on Erin
Murphy's gubernatorial campaign in MN. Future plans: Drag Race Season
10 hunty!

	
  
	
  
	
  

Natalie Kaplan My capstone is called "Intersectionality as Goal and Practice" and I am
from Chadds Ford, PA. I am planning to stay in the Twin Cities, get a cat, and most likely
work in either a German immersion environment or with the local poetry community. In the
future, I'm really interested in getting into sexology and sex education, especially for young
children.

CHECKING IN ON WGSS ALUMNI
Emma Cohen It’s been nearly five years since I stood in Old Main - the only WGSS
senior that year - presenting my capstone project about sexual agency to the assembled crowd. (They
came for the free Shish, they stayed for the feminist theory.) At the time, I was fairly uncertain as to
what I “wanted to do with my life.” I knew I liked feminism and public speaking and talking about
sex. But I also loved art history, and I was leaving Macalester to head to New York City for an
internship at the Guggenheim Museum. I figured I’d explore the art world for a while and then
transition into what seemed to maybe, potentially, possibly be my real passion: sexual health
education.
And that’s what I did. After stints at the Museum of Modern Art and the Tenement Museum
and a year of travel, I landed in San Francisco as an AmeriCorps volunteer. Through AmeriCorps, I
work as a sexual health educator at an amazing organization called Huckleberry Youth Programs. I
teach sex ed workshops to middle and high school students and am a health ed counselor at
Huckleberry’s free teen clinic. I spend my days talking about gender identity, sexuality, pregnancy,
STIs, consent, and healthy relationships. I use my Macalester education literally every hour of every
day.
My WGSS experience helped me, for example, when I revised Huckleberry’s curriculum. I replaced unnecessarily gendered
language with more inclusive language, such as “people who can get pregnant” instead of “girls.” I use my WGSS knowledge when I
train teens to be anti-dating abuse peer educators at the Center for Domestic Peace, discussing ideas of intersectionality and systems of
oppression. And I still talk about the young women I interviewed for my capstone project when I teach the concepts of consent versus
compliance - who agrees to unwanted sex, in what types of situations and why.
My WGSS classes - and Corie Hammers specifically (shoutout!) - taught me how to think critically, to interrogate
everything, to be self-aware and self-critical, and to believe adamantly in social change. I’ve become interested lately in theories of
transformative justice and have joined the Bay Area Transformative Justice Collective’s “Educators and Youth Workers” group to
think about implementing radical and sustainable anti-violence and norm-changing work into my teaching practices. When my term of
service with AmeriCorps ends this summer, I want to transition into domestic violence prevention work and focus on more radical
models of social change.
My Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies classes profoundly affected me and have dramatically influenced the path of
my life. When I arrived at Macalester I assumed I would be an English major because I liked to read. But WGSS taught me how to
think. To truly think. Taught me who I was and where I fit into the world. What privilege is and how it can be utilized and
deconstructed. I declared my major because none of my other classes so rattled me, so terrified me, so drastically affected my day-today understanding of life. If you’re on the fence about declaring, declare. If you’ve declared, get ready to explain to lots of middleaged people over the years what “gender studies” means. Trust me, those annoying conversations are worth it. You will be a better
person. And if not, at least you’ll learn from Corie Hammers ‘how to rock a tie.’
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Course Offerings Fall Semester 2016
Introduction to Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies
Gender and Sport
Latin America Through Women’s Eyes (cross-listed with Latin American Studies and Political Science)
Feminist/Queer Theories and Methodologies
The Psychology of Gender (cross-listed with Psychology)
19th Century Russian Literature in Translation: Superfluous Men and Necessary Women (cross-listed with Russian Studies)
The Veil in Christianity, Judaism, and Islam (cross-listed with Religious Studies)
Narrating African American Women’s 20th Century Resistance (cross-listed with American Studies and History)
Muslim Women Writers (cross-listed with English and International Studies)
Black Feminist Thought (cross-listed with American Studies)
Girl’s Manga: Gender/ Sexuality in Japan through Popular Culture (cross-listed with Asian Studies and Japanese)
Constructions of a Female Killer (cross-listed with Hispanic Studies and Latin American Studies)
Gender and Music (cross-listed with Music)

Course offerings Spring Semester 2017
Introduction to Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies
Women, Health, Reproduction (cross-listed with Biology)
Progress and Identity: Race, Gender, and Social Movements (cross-listed with American Studies and Sociology)
Comparative Feminisms: Then and Today (cross-listed with American Studies and English)
Feminist Political Theory (cross-listed with Political Science)
Muslim Women Writers (cross-listed with English and International Studies)
Philosophy of Race and Gender (cross-listed with Philosophy)
Women and The Bible (cross-listed with Religious Studies)
Rethinking Sexuality through Japan: Love/ Desire from PreModern to the Present (cross-listed with Asian Studies and Japanese)
Advanced Feminist/Queer Theories and Methodologies (cross-listed with International Studies)
Race, Sex, and Work in the Global Economy (cross-listed with American Studies)
Families and Social Change (cross-listed with Sociology)
AND
Senior Seminar: Linking Theory and Practice
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