
Devlin says British deny rights
by Damian Murphy

Irish Civil Rights leader
Bernadette Devlin McAliskey
said Wednesday night that
the 800-year-old fight of Irish
Catholics against the British
presence in their country is
the same as the fight of
American Blacks and Native
Americans against prejudice
and its effects in this country.

McAliskey spoke to a ca-
pacity crowd of over 300 at
Weyerhaeuser Chapel. Her
speech was sponsored by the
Macalester College Artists
and Lecturers Committee.
McAliskey received $1,000
for her appearance.

"There is no struggle in the
world we do not share,"
McAliskey said. "We share
with the American Indian the
experience of being 'dis-
covered.' And we share with
the Palestinians the loss of
our birthright/' she said.

In a class earlier Wednes-
day, McAliskey said the
fights of these peoples were
not isolated from each other.
They are, she said, all the
result of British imperialism's
withdrawal from the problem
areas. "And the British never
leave anywhere peacefully,"
she said.

McAliskey, who helped
found the Northern Irish civil
rights movements while a
psychology student at
Queen's University in Belfast,
said the movement was begun
to get equitable voting, hous-
ing, and employment rights
for the Catholic minority.
More than a decade later, she
said, the rights of Catholics
are still being violated.

The use of plastic bullets by
the British army for crowd
control is one such violation
of human rights, McAliskey
said. A woman from the au-

dience gave a plastic bullet to
McAliskey, who then held it
up. Plastic bullets are nearly
five inches long and one wide,
and are made of a plastic
slightly harder than a hockey
puck.

McAliskey said the bullets
were responsible for the
deaths of a dozen children,
and the blinding of a dozen
more. The use of plastic
bullets has been condemned
by the European Parliament,
the International Court of
Human Rights, and by Am-
nesty International, she said.

"Plastic bullets are used by
no other government than the
British in the world . / '
McAliskey said, 'and in no
other place than Northern
Ireland. When British of-
ficials were asked if they
would use plastic bullets to
control rioting crowds in
Brixton and Liverpool, they Bernadette Devlin McAliskey listens to a question following her speech. photo/Rob Seckinger

Bernadette McAliskey
replied 'no, they're too
dangerous,' " she said.

The plastic bullets are
made by Allegheny In-
dustries, an American com-
pany. A petition was passed
among the audience asking

that a proposal in Congress
banning their production be
passed. The petition was
sponsored by the Twin Cities
H-Block/Armagh Commit-
tee.

McAliskey was a founder
of the first H-BIock/Armagh
Committee in Ireland. The
committee was begun to gain
political status for the hunger
strikers in Maze prison.

She said that those pris-
oners were denied basic
justice. "They were inter-
rogated under special provi-
sions, put on trial in the
special Diplock cour ts
without juries, many of them
convicted solely on their own
testimony, under special
laws," she said. It was il-
logical, she said for the British
government to then deny that
these were special prisoners.

McAliskey said that the

prisoners refused to consider
themselves criminals, and so
refused to wear the prison's
uniform. "As a result," she
said, "they were denied
privileges, which included
bedding and a mattress,
reading material, and visita-
tion rights."

Soon, McAliskey said,
they were left with nothing
but a blanket and their food.
The next step in their fight
was to give up even their
food, she said. "The
hunger strikers it was their
lives," she said. "But to
Margaret Thatcher it was on-
ly a suit of clothes."

In January 1981, Mc-
Aliskey and her family were
attacked in their home by
gunmen from the Ulster
Defense Association, for her
par t ic ipa t ion in the
H-Block/Armagh Commit-

tee. She was severely wound-
ed. Several of the other
leaders of the H-BIock/-
Armagh Committee were
killed.

In answering a final ques-
tion, McAliskey gave a warn-
ing to her audience. She said
governments can easily sway
the attention of , citizens
away from injustice. The
Falkland/Malvinas Islands
war was an example, she said.

Before the war, she said,
Margaret Thatcher said there
was no money to pay the
nurses with; then next the
ships are sailing down the
Atlantic and people who
were on strike are out on the
streets waving flags. "Don't
let the drums get to you."

CC overruns draw FAC fire
by Becky Cameron

Macalester's Community
Council Office Manager Jeff
Nichols appeared before the
Financial Affairs Committee
last night to request $701.67 to
cover CC's debts and ex-
pected expenses for the rest of
the semester.

CC has spent $531.45 of its
total semester budget of
$579.78 and its account is
now frozen.

Nichols presented to FAC
an itemized break-down of
CC's expenses as of Nov. 1.
While the list accounted for
such expenses as printing and
type-setting costs, it also in-
cluded a oirthday cake for
Vice President of Internal Af-

fairs Pat Dober and an unac-
countable $17.14 telephone
call to San Francisco.

Nichols explained each
item listed. "People have
done stupid, stupid things/'
he said. For instance, people
were xeroxing at 10 cents a
copy instead of going where
copying was cheaper, he said.

"We didn't know any of
this stuff was going on until a
month later" because CC is
billed once a month, Nichols
said.

Nichols assured FAC that
no more birthday cakes
would be charged to CC. He
also said CC members would
bring sack lunches to the din-
ner hour executive meetings
from now on. CC had ori-

ginally paid $98.75 for Saga
meal tickets. Nichols said CC
was charged the full rate in-
stead of the student rate as it
had thought,

CC bought $71.68 worth of
office supplies, most of which
were for .typewriter supplies,
at the start of the school year.
"People walked off with
almost everything we
bought," Nichols said. He an-
ticipated spending about $70
on purchasing more office
supplies.

CC also had to pay $106.18
for food for the CC retreat at
Hamline. "We got blown
away on this and we were
pissed," Nichols said.

Aside from the $70 for buy-
ing more office supplies,

Nichols allowed for about
$20 for October telephone
calls and approximately $100
for printing costs. These costs
are incurred but have not
been recorded.

Nichols expects to spend
$500 on office operations and
$60 for an adding machine.
That, combined with the
$141.67 debt, completed the
$701.67 request to FAC.

FAC asked Nichols why
CC had not anticipated the
additional costs before the
budget hearings. Nichols said
he followed what CC had
asked for last year because
CC functioned adequately
last year on its budget.

FAC member Jeff Bender
called CC's situation "arro-

gant negligence on the part of
CC as a whole."

Nichols proposed ways CC
could remedy its negligence.

'These kinds of practices
cannot reoccur," FAC Presi-
dent Mark Lindsay said.. "If
you waste (the money to be
allotted to CC) in addition to
it, you won't be allotted any
more money."

FAC decided to grant CC
$400 to cover its debt and
anticipated expenses, with a
letter urging restraint and ex-
plaining FACs viewpoint.


