
Pioneer journalist visits Mac
Problems
posed to
all-star
panel

by Jon Riskind
Fred Friendly is always ask-

ings questions, from whether
a newspaper should disobey
the government to how the
SAGA check-in system
works.

Friendly said some students
at Columbia Journalism
School gave him a t-shirt
which he occasionally wears
under his shirt to classes. If he
feels the class is asking too
many questions he rips off his
outer shirt, revealing the
message beneath:

"I ask the questions," the
shirt says.

cautions
against
easy
abels

But in an informal coffee
and talk breakfast seminar
with students and faculty
Thursday Friendly stopped
throwing questions of First
Amendment morality and
prior restraint rulings to give
an adamant no.

Large-boned, with a pro-
minent nose set between big,
inquiring eyes, Friendly's
presence is a commanding
one. He seizes center stage,
hurling perplexing questions
to which he admits there are
often no real answers.

When the usage of the
word Fascist came up,
however, Friendly, whose
manner, though aggressive, is
endearingly charming, grew
red in the face and pounded
his fist on the table. He ex-
claimed that he would not
permit a label like Fascist to
run in his newspaper or
broadcast—that labeling peo-
ple instead of describing their
behavior was a sign of sloppy
thinking and sloppy writing.

"Goddam it," Friendly
said. "I've spent half my life

defending people against be-
ing called Communists.
Words can kill. You can't
label someone Fascist or
Communist unless he is
Mussoloni or Marx."

"I've lived too long, we liv-
ed through a terrible
nightmare (McCarthyism) we
can't replace calling people
Communist with Fascist." In
the 1950's, Senator Joseph
McCarthy from Wisconsin
accused numerous public
figures of being Communists.
People lost jobs; careers were
ruined.

Friendly said the word
Fascist should not be used to
describe someone like a cor-

porate president. Journalism
should never use easy labels,
he said.

"Journalism is a mosaic of
pictures," Friendly said. "If
you tell those pictures well,
you get the reader or viewers
to decide for themselves." °

by Jon Riskind
A reporter learns about a

preemptive strike the U.S.
government is planning
against an oil producing
country. The year is 1990. An
oil shortage is sapping the
world.

His editor checks with the

State department to confirm
the story before running it.
The government will not con-
firm or deny. They go to a
judge for a restraining otder
preventing the newspaper
from running the story.

Will the world be thrown
into chaos? Will the
newspaper editor be put in
jail? Does the newspaper
have the right to defy a judge
in favor of the first amend-
ment?

These are some of the ques-
tions Mitau lecturer Fred W.

, Friendly attempted to examine
in his panel discussion of
media responsibilities and
freedoms Wednesday night in
the Chapel.

Former Macalester political
science processor Theodore
G. Mitau was renowned for
his Scicratic method of
teaching; the professor only
asks questions, he makes the
students answer their own
questions through examina-
tion of issues and morality
and values.

Friendly sets up
hypothetical scenarios like
the one above, aided by a
panel of journalists and
lawyers and a judge. He took
the panelists through the
preemptive scenario, trying
to make the occurrences as
realistic as possible.

Judge Harriet Lansing of
the St. Paul Municipal court

had to decide whether she
would issue a 24 hour "gag"
order , prevent ing the
newspaper from publishing.

Journalist Lori Sturdevant
of the Minneapolis Star and
Tribune, Doug Stone of
WCCO-TV, and John Fin-
negan of the St. Paul Pioneer
Press/Dispatch had to decide
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whether they would publish a
story with potent ia l ly
disastrous effects for the
country and world.

Lawyer Marshall Tanick
and Hennepin County At-
torney Tom Johnson dealt
with possible legal conse-
quences arising from the
stance of both the press and
government.

No firm decisions were
reached. The journalists came
out in favor of printing the
story despite any gag orders
because the public has a right
to know and debate
something that significant.

Friendly asked what the
panelists would do if it was a
rescue situation instead of an
attack. But again, panelists
agonized without attaining
any arbitrary rules about that'
type of a situation. j

Smiling, Friendly appeared
satisfied.

"A life unexamined is a life
>ot worth living/' Friendly

said, recalling Socrates.
A second scenario exa-

mined the right to privacy of
a public figure. The panel was
split over whether a promi-
nent right-to-lifer's own abor-
tion 20 years ago should be
exposed.

Friendly turned to the
capacity crowd of 300:

"Journalists face constant
decision-making in a com-
plicated world where the roof
falls in all over the place/'
Friendly said.

"I hope what went on
tonight will make you think a
little harder about decisions
in your own life." j .
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