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Playboy pulled from Union
by John Coffey

The Vlayboy and Playgirl
magazines sold in the Student
Union, which raised heated
debate last spring, were
removed without objection
on Wednesday.

Campus Programs Direc-
tor Tom Levitan has discon-
tinued sale of those
magazines because of lack, of
demand. He informally
surveyed students, who
marginally supported sale,
after reading letters from two
Macalester alumni. Jane Lar-
son, class of 1980, and Tom
Hodgdon, Class of 1982, ob-
jected to the harmful in-
fluence of pornography and
urged that it not be sold on
campus.

In a statement he wrote on
Tuesday, Levitan said he en-
countered indifference from
those not offended by the
magazines. He stated that
"while they did not read
either magazine, they saw no
reason not to sell i t . "
Although his questioning was
"intensive," he did not find
any purchasers of the
magazines.

He said that his action ad-
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dressed a financial problem
and not a possible harm in
selling pornography. Last
spring the Community Coun-
cil discussed a resolution
which would have banned
pornography sale in the
Union because of its harmful
exploitation of women.

After a long discussion
centered on the belief that
such a ban would violate the
First Amendment, CC voted
down the proposal.

Levitan said this year's ac-
tion was "posed in a really
different way from last year,"
and that the issue did not in-

Pakistani ambassador
invokes domino theory

by Jane Buchmiller
When Ejaz Azim came

from Pakistan to Fort Knox,
Ky. for military training in
1957 he carried a small world
map in his pocket in order to
answer every foreigner's fa-
vorite question: "Where are
you from?"

When he returned in March
1981 as Pakistan's ambassa-
dor to the United States, he
no longer needed the map. He
told, in his speech in Weyer-
haeuser Chapel November 1 f
of a taxi driver who, when
learning he was from Paki-
stan, exclaimed, "Why you
have Russians next door to
you!"

While Azim addressed the
general topic of Pakistan's
relations with the world, he
focused on the Soviet-im-
posed regime in neighboring
Afghanistan which has domi-
nated his country's relations
with the international com-
munity.

Azim said the harmony be-
tween Pakistan and the
United States in the 1950's
and 1960's slowly disinte-

marched across the Afghan
border in December, 1979,
Pakistan suddenly assumed a
predominant role in world af-
fairs, he said. "We had two
options at that time," Azim
said. "Either to acquiesce to
the Soviet regime or to stand
on principle and reject the
regime."

Azim talked about Pak-
istan's initiative in condemn-
ing its powerful neighbor and
in setting the course for con-
demnation, especially among
other regional nations, Paki-
stan decided to lend full sup-
port to the Afghan resistance,
he said, and fear of a domino
effect where Russian domina-
tion might spread to Paki-
stan, was not the least of
Pakistan's motives, Azim
cited Islam as the main bond
between Pakistan and the
resistance.

"We have a religious, mor-
al duty to help our brothers in
distress," Azim said, Three
million of four million Af-
ghan refugees have fled
across the 1,400 mile border
and settled in Pakistan.
Pakistan provides half of thegrated and in 1978 relations

hit the bottom due to specula- $500 million spent each year
tion that Pakistan was trying: to provide the refuges with -
to develop a nuclear bomb. food, clothing, shelter,
The United States cut off all schools and medical services,
aid, except food, in response Azim said, and the other half
to this threat, he said. is channelled from the United

However when the Soviets States through international

agencies, such as the United
Nations High Commissioner
of Refugees.

After the Soviet invasion of
Afghanistan, the United
States and Pakistan imme-
diately sought to improve
relations, Azim said. In 1982
Pakistan, which previously
denied most American aid,
joined a $3.2 billion Military
Sales and Credit Program.

"There is no military solu-
tion to Afghanistan," Azim
said, the freedom fighters
cannot overwhelm a super-
power and the Soviets cannot
effectively rid the country of
resistance. "The only course
is a political solution," he
said. Despite the break in for-
mal relations, Pakistan has
had indirect talks with the
regime in Kabul; however,

both the military and political
approaches to a solution in
Afghanistan appear in a stale-
mate, he said.

Throughout Azim's visit to
Macalester—a luncheon at
the International Center, an
address to a class of 65
students, an informal discus-
sion in the Fine Arts lounge
and the speech in the Chap-
el—his message was clear:
Pakistan plays a pivotal role
in international affairs until
the Soviet threat is removed
from Afghanistan.

volve freedom of the press.
He explained that deciding
what should or should not be
sold on campus is not a ban
but a matter of finances.

The most important factor
in the decision was that the
magazines were not selling.
He noted that only twenty
magazines were sold in the
firs' month of this semester.
Union store manager Larry
Fonnest said, "The number
of sales was insignificant, "
commenting on their impor-
tance to store revenue.

Levitan said in his state-
ment that he was not examin-
ing the issue of pornography

and its impact. Fonnest com-
mented, "The mere pulling of
the publications does not ad-
dress the issue." For those
reasons they called a forum
open to students and faculty,
attended by seven students,
two alumni, Fonnest and
Levitan.

They discussed the pos-
sibility of a campus-wide
symposium with speakers
from among Macalester's
faculty and other sources, in-
cluding representatives of the
ministry, the press and -fields

such as sociology and
psychology. They outlined
eight purposes for such a
symposium: education from
all perspectives; campus par-
ticipation; creating a suppor-
tive environment for the
discussion fo the issue; foster-
ing acceptance and diversity
of ideas; stressing other
aspects of pornography, like
the question of whether it is
intrinsically bad; defining
pornography; discussing the
first Amendment and how it
applies to pornography; and
examining pornography's ef-
fects on society.

Levitan stressed that, with
a budget of $200-$500 for the
symposium and ample local
resources, it should have little
difficulty assembling a panel
of speakers. To determine
when it should take place and
who should speak several of
those in the discussion signed
up for a planning board for
the symposium.

After the meeting Levitan
said, "I suspect that there will
be a student reaction (to his
decision)/' He did, however,
refer to his action as "no big
deal."
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Safety head
resigns

by Alison Albrecht
and Mike Booth

The responsibility for safety at Macalester is changing
hands for the third time in the last five months.

Dick Otten, who was hired in September to replace
Ted Muntaen, resigned his position this week after less
than two months as head of campus safety.

Otten said he resigned in order to move on to a dif-
ferent field and not because of any problems in his job or
pressure from Mark Dickinson, director of Physical
Plant.

Otten decided to leave the security field for the prin-
ting business. He will stay in the Twin Cities, but would
not say where his new job is.

He said he enjoyed working here, but his new job is
"just a better opportunity. This was an opportunity I
couldn't pass up." He said working in the printing
business is "much more substantial" for the future.

Otten said he has not felt any "expressions of tension"
while working at Macalester. "I've had a very enjoyable
time here," he said. "I think it has been a happy relation-
ship. It's been very amiable on both sides."

Dickinson was unavailable for comment.


